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News from the Node 
December 2012 

Lesley Instone, ASLEC-ANZ 
President 

 

As the year draws to a close we welcome in the 

new 2013–2014 ASLEC-ANZ Executive. CA 
Cranston steps out to the Immediate Past 
President role, which I’ll now move into, making 
room for Tom Bristow to become the ASLEC-ANZ 
President for the next two years. Tom, although 
fairly new to Australia, has already made a 
significant contribution to ASLEC-ANZ and has 
great plans for the future of the organisation. In 
the Australian Vice President role we welcome, 
Linda Williams from RMIT. Linda probably needs 
no introduction to many of you, especially those 
of you who attended the recent conference. 
Suffice to say Linda is Associate Professor of Art, 
Environment and Cultural Studies and leads the 
AEGIS Research Group (Arts, Ecology, 
Globalization & the Interpretation of Science). 
She is a widely published art critic and curator, as 
well as publishing in the fields of the history of 
culture and science, philosophy and ecocritical 
theory. Welcome Linda! Charles Dawson will 
continue his excellent work as NZ Vice President. 
To aid continuity in organisational and 
administrative matters, we’ve created a new 
position of Immediate Past Treasurer/Secretary 
so that the incoming person has a mentor to help 
them settle in and get to grips with the 
requirements of the role. Deborah Jordan will 
occupy that role, and the Secretary/Treasurer 
role will be split for the next two years between 
Iris Ralph and Victoria Team. Welcome to both of 
you! John Ryan will continue his excellent work 
of communicating with the membership and 
producing the newsletter. I’m sure you will agree 
that he’s done a fabulous job over the past year. 
A representative from the AJE will also join the 
executive to facilitate communication with the 
journal. Another new member and position is the 
role of Online Community Development Officer 
which is occupied by Cathy Fitzgerald. Cathy is 
busy fashioning a new updated website and look 
for ASLEC-ANZ that will be launched early next 
year. Thanks Cathy!  
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Last but not least, to complete the team, we 
have Emma Nicoletti and Evelyn Tsitas jointly 
filling the vital role of Postgrad rep. Emma is 
based in WA and Evelyn in Melbourne, so 
they’ll provide a good geographical coverage 
and support for each other. Welcome Emma 
and Evelyn! 
 
We’ve been particularly encouraged that so 
many members have been keen to help and 
get involved. Along with the strong postgrad 
representation at the conference, this augurs 
well for the vitality of the association.  
 
Since the last newsletter we have held the 
biannual conference, “Regarding the Earth: 
Ecological Vision in Word and Image,” which 
was a great success. Thanks go particularly to 
Kate Rigby and Linda Williams for a fabulous 
event, as well as the many others who 
worked hard behind the scenes including, but 
limited to, Troy and Nick, Tom, Charles, Deb, 
and all the Executive. We were treated to 
outstanding key note presentations from 
Tom Morton and Ursula Heise and there was 
a rich range of parallel sessions on 
ecopoetics, human-animal relations, 
materialities, plants, art, and more. For an 
overview, please see Iris Ralph’s review of 
the conference review beginning on page 7 
of the newsletter. 
 
I recently attended the Cultural Studies 
Association of Australasia conference, 
“Materialities: Economies, Empiricism, & 
Things,” in Sydney and was delighted to see a 
strong contingent of ecological humanities 
sessions and keynotes. Gay Hawkins from the 
University of Queensland and Lesley Head 
from Australian Centre for Cultural 
Environmental Research (AUSCCER) at the 
University of Wollongong gave key note 
presentations on the materiality and ethics of 
plastic (Gay) and Lesley spoke on how people 
and wheat are ingrained in one another’s 
lives, in ways that entangle significant areas 
of the planet. There was at least one 
culturenatures / humanimal / ecological 
humanities panel in each of the parallel 
sessions. The Ecological Humanities group 
have also launched a new online journal 

Ecological Humanities to be published twice 
yearly. The first issue is now out with articles 
by Tom Morton, Anna Tsing, Libby Robin and 
others.  
 
For my last instalment in following coal in the 
Hunter, recent Landsat images now show 
that open cut coal mines occupy 16% or 315 
sq. km. of the upper Hunter and exploration 
leases cover another 64% of the valley floor. 
Each day numerous coal trains snake down 
the valley to deliver over 122 million tonnes 
of coal to the port for export. Below is an 
image from Google Maps of the district just 
north of Singleton showing coal mines 
steadily devouring agricultural land and 
disrupting rural life and health. 
  

 
Source: Google Maps 

 
Val Plumwood (2008) uses the term “shadow 
places” to refer to those disregarded other 
places that provide our material and 
ecological support. These are places that feed 
the commodity culture but that elude our 
attention and focus. Val suggests that we 
need to take responsibility not just for the 
places we love and care about, but also the 
shadow places that are not so attractive and 
that are sacrificed in supporting our daily 
lives. She argues for discourses about a 
“sense of place” to be replaced by a “place-
based critique, that can make room for the 
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power analysis of an environmental justice 
perspective.” Such a perspective promotes 
an enhanced ecological consciousness of 
connectedness and relationality beyond 
localism. While coal is ever visible in 
Newcastle, it permeates so much of our lives 
in unseen and unacknowledged ways. 
 
Lastly, to all ASLEC-ANZ members, seasons 
greetings and best wishes for a happy and 
relaxing festive season, and for an enjoyable 
and creative 2013.  

 
-Dr. Lesley Instone  

(ASLEC-ANZ President, 2012) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Joint Report from Vice 
President (Australia) Tom 

Bristow and Vice President 
(New Zealand) Charles 

Dawson 
 

Kia-ora and g’day! We’ve decided to step 

outside of tradition to offer you a joint 
report, for this our last newsletter 
contribution as the two VPs.  As you will have 
read in our President’s report, Lesley is 
stepping down from Presidential duties and is 
moving to the executive position of 
Immediate Past-President; Tom is appointed 
to President; Charles will remain VP, New 
Zealand and will be joined by Linda Williams 
as VP, Australia. We both want to wish the 
best of luck to these people and all the new 
executive and non-executive members of 
ASLEC-ANZ as we step into a new phase from 
2013 onwards. Most importantly, to thank 
Lesley for her sustained, compassionate, 
collegial and professional decorum in the 
position of President over the past few 
years—we’ll miss you! 
 
That said, we are both delighted at the 
number of new joiners this year, following a 
great event at Melbourne: you are the future 
of ASLEC-ANZ and we do not underestimate 
your contributions to our project. We were 
amazed at the range and level of exciting 
doctoral projects that postgrads are working 
on; we were also very grateful to receive 
advice and constructive input from more 
senior members of our community. THANKS! 
We won’t tire of asking for your contributions 
in the future – please remain involved and 
have some fun.  And once again: thanks to all 
those who helped organize this year’s 
biennial, it’s much appreciated.  Charles and 
Tom have one word for this year: “PHEW!” it 
has been very hectic on the academic circuit 
and we’re keen to keep you up to date with 
what’s been happening.  Tom has been 
appointed to the board of the Australian 
Consortium of Humanities Research Centres, 
and has been given the opportunity to 

Welcome to the 2013 ASLEC-
ANZ Executive Committee 

 
President – Tom Bristow 
 
Vice-President (Australia) – Linda Williams 
 
Vice-President (New Zealand) – Charles 
Dawson  
 
Immediate Past President – Lesley Instone 
 
Secretary – Victoria Team 
 
Treasurer – Iris Ralph 
 
Student Representatives – Emma Nicoletti 
and Evelyn Tsitas 
 
Australasian Journal of Ecocriticism 
Representative – to be confirmed  
 
Communications, Newsletter Editor – John 
Ryan 
 
And Thank You to Our New Non-Executive 
Members: 
 
Online Community Development – Cathy 
Fitzgerald 
 
Immediate Past Secretary-Treasurer – 
Deborah Jordan 
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develop links with RUN (the Regional 
Universities Networks): do get in touch with 
him if you know of any ASLEC-relevant 
projects/events/initiatives/funding 
opportunities; he’ll keep you informed of 
anything that should involve you. Charles will 
continue to spread news of our Association in 
Aotearoa. The Royal Society of New Zealand 
has recently invited the association to be an 
affiliate in its humanities network. This 
invitation will help raise our profile in New 
Zealand’s academic community, and Charles 
will liaise with RSNZ to help this happen.  
 
2012 witnessed the establishment of a 
‘cousin’ journal, Environmental Humanities 
and we are delighted to learn that the first 
issue received significant readership from 
around the world.  We’d like to congratulate 
the EH team on this success. Our own 
journal, Australasian Journal of Ecocriticism 
and Cultural Ecology, will be launching its 
second volume early in 2013: keep your eyes 
open for that! 
 
2013 will mark the first conference of the 
Australian Academy of the Humanities 
dedicated to taking the question of the 
environment seriously; they have set the 
date of 14-15 November for ‘Environmental 
Humanities: The Question of Nature’ at the 
Centre for Critical and Cultural Studies, the 
University of Queensland. We would like to 
know if anyone is planning on attending that 
event. Our next biennial, scheduled for June 
2014—more details to come via this 
newsletter in 2013—will learn from the AAH 
conference and will develop leads 
established at a number of conferences this 
year at ANU and University of Sydney.  Tom is 
tasked with organizing this event, and he’s 
keen to involve scholars in the fields of 
Animal Studies and Environmental History; 
do contact him with your own ideas, 
especially if you can help to bring together 
scholars in the environmental humanities 
that can communicate and develop 
intellectual conversations with ASLEC-ANZ. 
 
As we move into a new year, we’d like to say 
a couple of short things in polemical mode.  

The view from Australia is that our 
newspapers remain fixated with a dialogue 
between sustainability and mining while our 
government lacks the backbone to bring 
these stakeholders together to level some of 
the playing ground to establish a new era 
where our shared values, of a secure future 
for all, is not written out by rhetoricians of 
‘incommensurability’.1 We desire meaningful, 
pro-active, future-oriented initiatives from 
our political leaders; we’re doing the job in 
the academy, it’s now time for them to 
follow our lead. In New Zealand issues of 
proactive environmental measures are at risk 
or overlooked: the current government 
abandoned the Kyoto Protocol, expanded 
mining surveys and proposed weaker 
resource management legislation. With these 
issues in perspective, we’re cooking up 
something for New Zealand this year, and 
true to ASLEC-ANZ form, we’ll be bringing 
together scholars from a number of 
disciplines, postgraduates and senior 
academics, poets and artists.  Please keep in 
mind that ASLEC-ANZ will be organizing a 
symposium soon and we’d love to have you 
involved. 
 
With very good wishes for 2013. 
 
Looking forward to meeting you again this 
year and during our next biennial. 
 

-Dr Tom Bristow  
(Vice President, Australia, 2012) 

 
-Dr Charles Dawson  

(Ongoing Vice President, New Zealand) 
 

 
 

                                                        
1 Tom advises anyone despairing here, to check Sen 
Larrissa Waters’ amendment to the Environment 
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999, in 
this new bill that attempts to keep standards with the 
Federal Government:  
http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/dis
play.w3p;query%3DId%3A%22legislation%2Fbillhome
%2Fs894%22. 
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A Very Short and Insignificant 
Note from Incoming 

President Tom Bristow 
 

I would like to formally thank all the ASLEC-

ANZers for welcoming me to Australia and to 
our association; it means the world to me.  
When Henry David Thoreau wrote “the day is 
an epitome of the year” (“Spring,” Walden) 
little did he know that the phenomena of an 
academic year take place each day on the 
ASLEC-ANZ executive: the analogy ends 
there, but it is true to say that the pond (our 
Skype requests and email correspondences) 
booms about an hour after sunrise, and we 
keep going until the sun withdraws its 
influence; it’s hard work but rewarding as a 
member of this team. Furthermore, and 
while I’m here, little did Thoreau know that 
he would eventually rhyme with Foucault and 
CP Snow (!) in all our minds who bring 
together the “two cultures” of art and 
science, biopolitics and an environmental 
consciousness that seeks a “peaceable 
revolution” (his words).  Here’s something a 
little better than that: 
 
O is the Outline of the OldWood 
and S is the Still Growing Ghost of the OldWood 
in which the waters recompose as the vapour- 
     forms of twigs and anti-twigs, roots and un- 
     roots 
and P and Q are songs of eQuivocal Perplexity 
issuing from the throats of Oaks 
and T is for the Shakes which is when Timber if  
     you cut it Green 
it splits in a hot summer 
plus you’ve got V which is like the funny bone of a  
     conifer 
and if you Bang it you get pins and needles 
not to mention W which is a Woodlark 
which is what emerges when the Larches drop 
their Aitches 
 

-Alice Oswald (2005) 
(from “Footnotes,” Woods etc.) 

 
Something odd is going on as I’m reading 
OldWorld instead of OldWood in the first two 
lines here, the visual equivalent of a Freudian 

slip, perhaps, which plummets me by 
connecting my soul to the northern 
hemisphere. Kinda odd. And I’m not 
embarrassed enough (yet) to hide my 
European outlook on things, but I do 
apologise ASLEC-ANZers. Help me get my feet 
on the ground “down under.” 
 
With best wishes for 2013, 
 

-Dr Tom Bristow  
(Vice President, Australia, 2012) 

(Incoming President 2013) 

 

 
A Very Short and Insignificant 

Note from Ongoing Vice-
President (NZ) Charles 

Dawson 
 

I just wanted to reiterate how good it was 

to see new and returning people at the 
Melbourne conference and extend my best 
wishes for the new year. I look forward to 
keeping in touch and encouraging more Kiwis 
to join up. It’s great to begin 2013 with the 
new executive members and I’m humbled 
and delighted to be working alongside them. 
 
Tom’s use of poetry made me think of this 
famous NZ poem from the wonderful and 
sorely-missed Hone Tuwhare. He’s one of the 
writers who’ve helped NZers learn from the 
NewWorld, becoming reoriented in the 
process: reorientated by land, by the Māori 
and Pasifika relationship to place and 
place/species as genealogy. There’s a long 
way to go (many colonial New Zealand 
houses faced south in the early days to catch 
a Mediterranean warmth that wasn’t there!), 
and earthquakes give this poem a new 
resonance; the reorientation continues: 
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PAPA-TU-A-NUKU (Earth Mother) 
 
We are stroking, caressing the spine           
         of the land. 
 
We are massaging the ricked           
         back of the land 
 
With our sore but ever-loving feet.           
         Hell, she loves it! 
 
Squirming, the land wriggles           
         in delight. 
 
         We love her. 
    
               -Hone Tuwhare (1922-2008) 
 
 
 

 
 

These photos are of an important tree genus 
Stockwellia: the tree is an ancestor of  
eucalyptus, sand thus influential for later tree 
coverage on the continent.  Stockwellia used to 
be more widespread, but as the continent moved 
towards its current location the widespread 
rainforest contracted  from its continental range 
into a small area, with the best stands in just a 
few slopes near the base of Queensland's highest 
peak,  Mt  Bartle Frere in Far North Queensland. 
Later the rainforest expanded again to the  
slightly larger Wet Tropics site of today, but 
Stockwellia remain only on constrained sites. 
Recent research confirms the tree is producing 
saplings, and so its population is not critically 

endangered, largely because it  the area is no 
longer logged and is protected as a World 
Heritage Area. The current Newman government 
in Queensland has continued to express some 
disdain for the World Heritage designation, 
approving further coal port development and a 
recent massive tourism resort near rainforest 
territory in Innisfail. 
 

 
 

 

-Text and Images by 
Dr Charles Dawson  

(Ongoing Vice President, New Zealand) 
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Regarding the Earth: Ecological Vision in Word and Image 
31 August – 2 September 2012 

 

4th ASLEC-ANZ Biennial Conference  
in association with RMIT and Monash Universities:  

Venue September 1-2: Monash at Caulfield 

 
 

Conference Review by Iris Ralph,  
ASLEC-ANZ Member and Incoming Treasurer (2013) 

 

 
Ursula Heise (Institute of the Environment and Sustainability, UCLA) Giving Her Keynote Address 

 

Many, many thanks are given to the 

organizers and participants of the fourth 
ASLEC-ANZ biennial conference, which took 
place in Melbourne earlier this year; 
especially Lesley Instone, President; Tom 
Bristow, Vice President; Charles Dawson, Vice 
President, New Zealand; Deborah Jordan, 
Secretary-Treasurer; and Kate Rigby,  ASLE-
ANZ’s first president. Also, many, many 
thanks are extended to all who plane-d, train-
ed, tram-ed, bused, cycled, car-ed, or walked 
long distances to the conference. Ursula 
Heise, Professor of English, Institute of the 

Environment and Sustainability, UCLA, and 
Timothy Morton, Professor of English, Rice 
University, probably hauled, flapped, 
staggered, or careened for at least some of 
their journey from Los Angeles and Houston 
respectively to give riveting keynote and final 
speeches. Auntie Dianne Kerr’s “Welcome to 
Country” on the morning of the second day 
of the conference was beautifully sobering 
and quieting for participants who might have 
been still reeling from the speeches delivered 
the night before by Professors Morton, Heise, 
Darryn McEvoy, and Harry Nankin. Their 
speeches were long reaching flights, too, 
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metaphorically speaking. Provocative and 
controversial, they drew challenging 
questions from the audience as well as nods 
of affirmation judging from the necks 
declining at times and going up and down like 
oil-derricks and cranes at others. 
 
Following Professor Rigby’s “Conference 
Welcome” and Auntie Kerr’s “Welcome to 
Country” speeches, which opened the second 
day of the conference, plenary speeches 
were given by Professor Dave Griggs, 
Director, Monash Sustainability Institute; Dr. 
Adeline Johns-Putra, Reader in English at the 
University of Surrey and Chair of the 
Association for the Study of Literature and 
Environment, UK and Ireland (ALSE UK); 
Professor Williams, Associate Professor of 
Art, Environment and Cultural Studies at 
RMIT University; and Professor Freya 
Mathews, Adjunct Professor of 
Environmental Philosophy at Latrobe 
University. It perhaps was a surprise to many 
in the audience to learn that Professor Griggs 
created many of the power-point slides for 
the film An Inconvenient Truth at the request 
of the film producers including Al Gore. His 
power point presentation on climate change 
on the morning of the second day of the 
conference was fascinating, as was Professor 
Williams’ presentation on recent 
collaborations between artists and 
environmentalists involved in international 
visual culture production. 
 
The sessions that followed Professor 
Morton’s keynote speech on the second day 
of the conference and those that took place 
on the third and final day reflected the 
commitment, energy passion, and very 
diverse interests of ASLEC-ANZ members. 
Especially impressive was the caliber of 
graduate students’ presentations. These also 
reflected a great interest in the cross-over 
between environmental activism and 
research, teaching environmental literature 
and ecocriticism and writing about 
environmental literature and ecocriticism, 
and popular versus more reified kinds of 
environmental texts and productions. As 
someone who is especially drawn to poetry 

and visual culture, I will briefly mention here 
the presentations that focused on this 
literature and art. Tom Bristow gave a 
raveling reading of one of John Kinsella’s 
recent poems, “Survey”; poet Susan 
Hawthorne read from her most recent 
volume, Cow (2011), a collection inspired by 
her knowledge of Hinduism and Buddhism 
and the experience of growing up on a farm 
in New South Wales; poet Miriel Lenore, 
recent recipient of the Adelaide IWD Barbara 
Polkinghorne Award for feminist literature, 
read from several of her published poetry 
collections; and poet Leslie Crisp, poet and 
indefatigable environmental activist read 
from her poetry, much of which is inspired by 
her life and work in the Snowy River region. 
Julie Cotter gave a fascinating discussion of 
the Aboriginal Australians who sat for and 
deeply contributed to the portrait paintings 
of the nineteenth-century painter Tom 
Roberts; Karla McManus presented on the 
politics of environmental photography and 
the marketing of images as environmental 
images in her discussion of the Swiss banking 
firm Pictet et Cie; Luke Fischer presented a 
deeply informed paper on the subject of 
Rilke’s “animal poetry” and the painter Franz 
Marc, drawing in part on the relatively recent 
discipline in literature and criticism of animal 
studies; and Deborah Jordan’s paper on 
Australian writers of the 1920s and 1930s 
spoke for the environmental imagination of 
these writers against a wave of criticism that 
indicted them on grounds that they were 
politically conservative. 
  
All of the participants, both those who 
presented papers and those who showed 
their support and interest by attending the 
conference, made it what it was: cordial, 
warm, generous and full of hope that in this 
century we will see more and more 
commitment to the environment and 
environmental work. When Professor Morton 
spoke on the first evening of the conference, 
shortly after the doors to the windy entrance 
of RMIT University’s Storey Hall were 
unlocked and the first of us began to trickle 
in, he arrived a little after the other three 
speakers reached the podium and apologized 
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because he had had to go to a bathroom. His 
words recalled several sentences from the 
book The Ecological Thought about waste 
and turning upside down, inside out, and 
back-to-front just about every received 
notion ever beaten, drummed, spooned, 
pipette-d, or otherwise inserted in or 
extended to us that suggests nature ‘don’t’ 
count. He says that the “ecological thought” 
isn’t “like thinking about where your toilet 
waste goes”; rather, it “is thinking about 
where your toilet waste goes” (9). I think that 
all of us who came to the conference in a 
vehicle powered by a fossil fuel were very 
conscious of what was being flushed, 
expelled, or evacuated into the sky or at 
ground level as we travelled to the 
conference and of the fact that even our 
smallest acts of waste will count in some 
measure for or against nature. Such events as 
the ASLEC-ANZ conferences and reunions 
remind us of our acts and inspire us to keep 
working together so that more and more of 
these will not harm but rather serve and 
respect the earth.  
 
Works Cited 
 
Morton, Timothy. The Ecological Thought. Cambridge, 
Mass., and London: Harvard UP, 2010.  
 

-Dr Iris Ralph  
(Incoming Treasurer, 2013) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

          On the Way to Regarding the Earth (Perth to   
Melbourne) (images by John Ryan) 
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Snapshots from Regarding the Earth (Melbourne, 
September 2012) 

 
 

(Above) Freya Mathews Gives a Tour of CERES 
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(Below) Incoming President Tom Bristow Encourages Postgrad Involvement in ASLEC-ANZ During a Lunch 
Session 
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(Above) Susan Hawthorne, Louise Crisp and Miriel Lenore Read and Discuss Poetry During the Bruce 
Bennett Poetry Event 

 

(Above) New Online Community Development Officer Cathy Fitzgerald (on the left) speaks with Freya 
Mathews at CERES 
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AJE, #2, due out in February 2013, is co-edited by Tom Bristow and Stephen Harris.  
AJE is presently accepting essays for its next issue, to be published December 2013 
 
 

 
 

 
 
AJE (ISSN 1839-843X) is the peer-reviewed journal of the Association for the Study of Literature, 
Environment and Culture – Australia and New Zealand (ASLEC – ANZ). It is an affiliate of ASLE 
(USA) and its global partners. AJE therefore extends beyond its geographical boundaries in being 
part of an extensive network of journals that are of interest to ecocritics. ASLEC–ANZ members are 
scholars, teachers, writers, and practitioners who seek to increase their knowledge of literature, 
culture and the environment; who seek to promote the creation, appreciation, understanding, and 
teaching of the human sciences from ecological perspectives; and who seek to share their 
knowledge for the benefit of all interested in research, reading, writing, media, teaching, and so 
on, in its engagement with place, ecology and the environment. 
 
AJE publishes items primarily from its biennial conference with additional scholarly articles 
included subject to approval. Journal items will be published collectively, with new work uploaded 
to the 'current' volume's Table of Contents when peer-review process is complete, and when the 
submission guidelines are in order. The biennial journal generally will be thematic, following the 
preceding conference theme. 
 
 

For more info, see http://www.nla.gov.au/openpublish/index.php/aslec-anz

Australasian Journal of Ecocriticism and 
Cultural Ecology (AJE) 
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Thanks to New and Renewing 
Members, 2012 

Vanessa Bible (University of New England, Armidale) 
 

 place and belonging in the Northern Rivers region of NSW 
 
 
Ruth Blair (University of Queensland) 
 

 ecocriticism 

 Australian literature 

 American literature. 
 
 
Amy Espeseth (Northern Melbourne Institute of Technology) 
 

 creative writing 

 nature writing, especially the evolution of the pastoral in creative non-fiction and 
poetry 

 small and independent publishing 
 
 
Susan Hawthorne (James Cook University and Spinefex Press) 
 

 poetry 

 ecopoetry 

 ecofeminism 

 globalisation 

 biodiversity 
 
 
Patricia Rose (Wildwood Consultants) 
 

 nature writing, spirituality, feminism, medieval literature, and the intersections 
between these 

 
 
 
Editor’s Note: And many thanks to all of you not listed here, including new members who 
attended the conference in Melbourne as a first point-of-contact with ASLEC-ANZ. If you’d like 
your research interests and accomplishments listed in future issues of the newsletter, please 
email John: jryan9@our.ecu.edu.au 
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Founding Australian Ecological Humanities member KATE RIGBY has been appointed to a 

personal Chair in the Environmental Humanities at Monash University, where she will be 
collaborating with the Monash Sustainability Institute to further develop teaching and research in 
this emerging transdisciplinary field. Kate was the founding President of ASLE-Australia-New 
Zealand (now ASLEC-ANZ), the founding Director of the Australia-Pacific Forum on Religion and 
Ecology, and a founding co-editor of Philosophy Activism Nature. Her books include Gender, 
Ecology and the Sacred (1999; co-edited with Constant Mews), Topographies of the Sacred (2004) 
and Ecocritical Theory (2011; co-edited with Axel Goodbody), and she currently has two new 
monographs under contract with the University of Virginia Press and Fordham University Press. 
Congratulations Kate! 
 
 

KATE RIGBY published the chapter ““Das Erdbeben in 
Chili” and the Romantic Reframing of ‘Natural Disaster’” 
in Wissensfiguren im Werk Heinrich von Kleist 
(Constallations of Knowing in the Works of Heinrich von 
Kleist ) (Eds. Alison Lewis, Yixu Lu and Anthony Stevens, 
Freiburg i.Br.: Rombach, 2012) 
 
 
 

KATE RIGBY 
published the chapter “Utopianism, Dystopianism and 
Ecological Thought” in Utopia: Social Theory and the Future 
(Eds. Michael Jacobsen and Keith Tester, Farnham: 
Ashgate, 2012) 
 
From the Ashgate website: “In the light of globalization's failure 
provide the universal panacea expected by some of its more 
enthusiastic proponents, and the current status of neo-liberalism in 
Europe, a search has begun for alternative visions of the future; 
alternatives to the free market and to rampant capitalism. Indeed, 
although these alternatives may not be conceived of in terms of 
being a 'perfect order', there does appear to be a trend towards 
'utopian thinking', as people - including scholars and intellectuals - 

search for inspiration and visions of better futures. If, as this search continues, it transpires that 
politics has little to offer, then what might social theory have to contribute to the imagination of 
these futures? Does social theory matter at all? What resources can it offer this project of 
rethinking the future?” 
 
 
 
 

Member Publications and News 
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KATE RIGBY also published “‘Wo die Wälder rauschen so sacht‘: The Actuality of 

Eichendorff’s Ecopoetics, “ commissioned for a special issue of Limbus: Australian 
Yearbook of German Literary and Cultural Studies on “The Actuality of Romanticism” 
 

JOHN RYAN published Green Sense: The Aesthetics 
of Plants, Place and Language (TrueHeart Academic 
Press, 2012) 
 
From the Publisher’s Website: “Green Sense is an 
interdisciplinary exploration of human relationships to wild 
plants and the “cultures of flora” that form part of human 
appreciation of place. The book explores botanical aesthetics 
through a study of the South-West region of Western 
Australia; a biodiversity “hotspot” of international standing. 
Through a diverse range of materials, approaches, and 
perspectives, Green Sense examines the interplay of values 
involved in cultures of flora, from visual aesthetics and 
scientific knowledge, to embodied appreciations and 
sensory entanglements. The book offers an intriguing 
journey through science; poetry; philosophy; ethnography; 
Indigenous Australian knowledges; and regional tourism and 
memory studies.” 

 

 

JOHN RYAN AND ELLEN HICKMAN published Two 

with Nature (Fremantle Press, 2012) 
 
From the Publisher’s Website: “Ellen Hickman is an illustrator 
and botanical scientist who captures the natural world in layers 
of fine detail and colour. John Ryan is a writer whose botanical 
poetry explores what he calls the inherently mysterious nature 
of the plant world. Fusing art and science, words and images, 
Two with Nature stimulates new ways of knowing the green 
world.” 
 

 

CA. CRANSTON published the chapter “An Ecocritical 

Reading of Aravind Adiga's The White Tiger” in 
Contemporary Contemplations of Ecoliterature. (Ed. 
Suresh Frederick, AuthorsPress: New Delhi, 2012, ISBN: 
9788172736422) 
 
From the Book Jacket: “Contemporary Contemplations in 
Ecoliterature is an exquisite collection of essays on Ecoliterature 
by scholars from India, Australia and the USA. This book is the 
result of the clarion call given by Prof. Cheryll Glotfelty for 
“ecological wisdom.” A plethora of books on Ecocriticism have 
emerged on the Indian scene, but this book is unique in many 
ways.”  
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SUSAN HAWTHORNE published the essay 

“Ecology in Poetry / Poetry in Ecology” in Dreadlocks: 
Oceans, Islands and Skies (Eds. Mohit Prasad and 
David Robie, Pacific Media Centre: Auckland, 2012, 
ISBN: 9781927184028) 

 
From Wheelers Website: “This special edition of the literary 
journal Dreadlocks incorporates proceedings from Oceans, 
Islands and Skies - Oceanic Conference on Creativity and 
Climate Change. The conference highlighted the role of 
writers, artists and the media in environmental challenges in 
the Pacific. The conference was held from 13-17 September 
2010 at the Laucala Campus of the University of the South 
Pacific in Suva. The proceedings from the conference reflect 
on the rationale that Oceania has always had at its core 
traditions creative expression that empowered us in our 
relationship with the environment.”  
 
 
 

 

ELIZABETH MOORES AND PATRICIA ROSE published 
Knowing Places: Reflections on the Sacred Book of 
Nature (Gaia's Ink!, 2012)  
 
“In the tradition of Catherine Clement and Julia Kristeva, and of 
those countless other women for whom letter writing was a way 
of exploring their own experiences, sharing their stories and 
validating their insights, this book by Elizabeth Moores and 
Patricia Rose is a series of letters on matters both theoretical and 
practical, public and private, sacred and secular. In their letters 
the authors describe places where they gained unique insights, 
both in Australia and in England. They named these "knowing 
places", places where the ancient wisdom of the earth is open to 
us and where, reciprocally, we may open ourselves to the earth; 
places where we may know, and be known.” 

 
 
 
 

 
 
LIBBY ROBIN published the article “Global Ideas in 
Local Places: The Humanities in Environmental 
Management” in the inaugural issue of 
Environmental Humanities 
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JOHN HORROCKS  reviews How 
the Land Lies: Of Longing and 
Belonging by ASLEC-ANZ Member 
Pat White (2010, Victoria 
University Press, ISBN 
9780864736383) 
 

Wairarapa writer Pat White has written 

about how the sense of place is not a given, 
but arrives as a series of discoveries. In his 
memoir, How the Land Lies, he traverses the 
multiple locations of his childhood and 
restless adult life, a journey launched by his 
father’s erratic moves from one railway 
posting to another. He has lived now on a 
small-holding at Gladstone, in the eastern 
Wairarapa, for more than nineteen years. It is 
a resting-point that appears to surprise him 

with its longevity. It is here, however, that he 
has been able to reflect on his relationship 
with the local environment and what this 
owes to his earlier experience.  
 
Some of these understandings have come in 
the form of his collections of poetry, Drought 
(1999) and Planting the Olives (2004). These 
allow for moments like those in the poem 
“Elemental”: 
 
Some people spend a lifetime just this side 
of the borderline, waiting 
for the big show 
to start       never quite able  
                   to grasp 
lightning forked 
across the plains last night 
Tararua mountains dusk-lit 
from Waiohine to where the Ruamahanga 
makes a break for the sea. 
 
The environment of his writing is more than 
just scenery. It includes the people and the 
memories embodied in a place. Pat lived at 
Gladstone for several years before he 
discovered how much of his family past was 
centred in this part of the East Coast. His 
maternal grandmother was from the Dunn 
family, who settled at Whakataki in 1876, 
while his grandfather White farmed at 
Whareama. Pat’s book, Gallipoli, in Search of 
a Family Story (2005), together with an 
associated exhibition of paintings, has 
already recorded the history of his great-
uncle Jack Dunn, who was court-martialled 
for falling asleep at Gallipoli. Dunn was 
sentenced to be shot. Released back to duty, 
he died three days later in the assault on 
Chunuk Bair.   
 
In the words of military historian, Chris 
Pugsley, the fact that the death sentence had 
been remitted meant “commonsense had 
prevailed.” Yet the trial of Jack Dunn was 
never mentioned in the family. In  How the 
Land Lies Pat explores these questions about 
our personal histories. What is the truth of a 

Book Review 
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person’s past? What were the hidden events 
that made someone what he or she was? 
Where is the  place that someone belongs?  
 
The book ends in the Wairarapa, but the 
journey covers much of New Zealand. Some 
of this movement came from his childhood in 
railways towns, but the restlessness that 
drove Pat’s father to move from one 
stationmaster’s post to another was followed 
by Pat’s own wanderings as a 
librarian/teacher/farmer/writer to places 
such as Hokitika, Greymouth, Ashburton, 
Christchurch, Dunedin, and north of 
Auckland.  
 
Stories, Pat says, are what define a place. The 
Gladstone he knows, for example, might be 
given meaning by hearing someone tell how 
it was when it had a community store and its 
petrol pumps. In How the Land Lies he 
himself provides rich and miscellaneous new 
sets of stories - his father catching eels in the 
Totara River using a rabbit as bait, hearing 
the Don Cossack Choir, travelling with 
partner Catherine in Italy to retrace her 
father’s route when he escaped from a 
prisoner-of-war camp. What matters is the 
telling, as even the most seeming 
commonplace events get their feeling from 
how they affect one’s life and get registered 
in memory. 
 
Much of this is very simple, as in the final 
chapter, set at Gladstone, with its reflections 
on growth – the olives, the seasonal burst of 
new natives, even the rain. There is a sense 
throughout of the touch and scents of being 
alive and how these create one’s place in the 
world.  
 
How the Land Lies should become a New 
Zealand classic, like Mona Anderson’s books 
about life on a Canterbury sheep station, or 
Brian Turner’s Central Otago poems in the 
collection Elemental. Its observations drive 
progressively deeper, even when Pat’s father, 
himself a storyteller, is discovered to be 
creating realities rather than saying what 
actually happened. It is a book about how it 
can take a whole lifetime to understand 
oneself... and more. Along the way are 
moments of illumination that revise both 

past and present. It is a personal story but 
one which will have meaning for many 
readers. 
 
-John Horrocks is a Wellington reviewer and 
poet who once farmed north of Masterton 
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                              Interspecies Encounter near Albany, WA (Photo by John Ryan 2012) 
 

 

Telling Truths: Creative Writing 
on Mothering and Motherhood 

 
SUBMIT ABSTRACT BY 15 JANUARY 2013 

sheena.wilson@ualberta.ca 
diana.davidson@ualberta.ca 

http://www.demeterpress.org 
 

 

Demeter Press is seeking submissions for an 

edited collection entitled "Telling Truths: 
Creative Writing on Mothering and 
Motherhood," edited by Dr. Sheena Wilson 
and Dr. Diana Davidson.  
 
DEADLINE FOR FINAL COMPLETE 
SUBMISSIONS: 1 June 2013 
 
"My children cause me the most exquisite 
suffering of which I have any experience.  It is 

the suffering of ambivalence: the murderous 
alternation between bitter resentment and 
raw-edged nerves, and blissful gratification 
and tenderness." -- Adrienne Rich, Of Woman 
Born 
 
This collection of creative nonfiction aims to 
give voice to a diversity of women writers 
from various backgrounds, generations, and 
writing experience. We are proposing a 
literary collection that will speak to the 
experiences of mothering in all its 
ambivalence-both the joys and the struggles 
of women's lives in ways that will cut across 
class, race, ethnicity, culture, geographical 
location (remote rural to urban Canada), age, 
sexual orientation, physical and/or mental 
disability (of child and/or of mother), 
infertility, abortion, miscarriage, and death. 
 
Topics can include (but are not exclusive to) 
the following: mothering in other/minority 
languages, cultures and religious paradigms, 
in Canada or other multicultural contexts; 
Canadian mothers mothering in another 
international context; mothering in poverty; 

Call for Submissions 
Publications 
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mothering and the environment: 
environmental practice, ethos, resistance, 
failure etc; negotiating climate change 
activism and the struggles of living 
responsibly in a petroculture, especially as 
these issues relate to mothering and family 
dynamics; practices/ethics of consumerism 
and mothering; the pressures of intensive 
mothering for contemporary mothers of all 
classes; comparative pieces that reflect on 
historical versus contemporary practices of 
mothering; lesbian mothers; single mothers; 
teen mothers; late mothers/aging mothers; 
grandmothers as mothers; adoptive mothers; 
childless mothers (through abortion, 
miscarriage, stillbirth, death, loss of parental 
rights); infertility stories; abortion stories; 
birthing stories; mothering young children; 
mothering grown children; mothering gay 
children of any age; struggles of co-parenting 
with partners for any variety of reasons: 
gender, culture, religion, socio-economic 
backgrounds etc.; mothering through mental 
illness (of oneself or other family members); 
mothering through postpartum depression; 
mothering having never been mothered 
oneself; mothering through physical illness 
and/or disability/ies; mothering disabled 
children; urban mothering and/or rural 
mothering; working mothers; stay-at-home 
mothers; mothering and memory; mothering 
& writing creative nonfiction. 
 
Submission Guidelines: We are 
predominantly seeking contributions that 
might be classified as creative non-fiction, 
but we are also open to other multi-genre 
texts or texts in other genres. The essays in 
this collection must privilege the "I" and lived 
experience. They can certainly be supported 
by research and/or narrative inquiry practices 
but experience must be central. At least 50% 
of the collection will privilege the 
experiences of Canadian mother or 
mothering in Canada. We look forward to 
reading your stories of motherhood. 
 
Deadline for Excerpt or Abstract/Summary of 
200-300 words is January 15, 2013.  Please 
include a 50-word biography.  Please send 
submissions and inquiries directly to: Dr. 
Sheena Wilson and Dr. Diana Davidson: 

sheena.wilson@ualberta.ca, and 
diana.davidson@ualberta.ca 
Preliminary acceptance, based on abstracts, 
will be announced by March 1. 
 
Completed manuscripts of 3000-7000 words 
will be due June 1, 2013. 
 
Again, we remain flexible on these guidelines 
in order to include a diversity of voices and 
genres.  Editorial review of complete pieces 
will take place over the summer months.  
Final acceptance is contingent and will 
depend upon the strength and fit of the final 
piece. 
 
DEMETER PRESS 
140 Holland St. West, P.O. Box 13022 
Bradford, ON, L3Z 2Y5  Canada   (tel) 905-
775-5215 

 
 

 
M/C Journal, Issue on 

Catastrophe 
 

SUBMIT PAPER BY 18 JANUARY 2013 
catastrophe@journal.media-culture.org.au 

http://journal.media-
culture.org.au/index.php/mcjournal/informat

ion/authors#catastrophe 

 

 
 

Catastrophe surrounds us perpetually: from 

the Queensland floods, Christchurch 
earthquake, global warming, and Global 
Financial Crisis to social conflicts, 
psychological breaking points, relationship 
failures, and crises of knowledge. As a 
consequence, representations of 
catastrophes saturate our everyday 
awareness. On a daily basis we encounter 
stories of people coping with natural, 
economic, ecological, and emotional 
disasters. 
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But what is the relationship between culture, 
catastrophe, and creativity? Can catastrophe 
be an impetus for the creative 
transformation of societies and individuals? 
Conversely, can culture be a transforming (or 
moderating) agent for catastrophe? And in 
the final analysis, how can we conceive of 
catastrophe; does catastrophe have a bad 
name? 
 
Catastrophe derives from the Greek 
katastrophe: ‘an overturning; a sudden end’. 
Yet the word has been associated with 
extreme disaster only since the 1700s. In an 
earlier etymological sense, catastrophe 
simply connoted ‘a reversal of what is 
expected’—in Western literary history, a 
defining turn in a drama. 
 
In The Upside of Down: Catastrophe, 
Creativity, and the Renewal of Civilization, 
political scientist Thomas Homer-Dixon 
argues that catastrophe ‘can be a source of 
immense creativity—a shock that opens up 
political, social, and psychological space for 
fresh ideas, actions, institutions, and 
technologies that weren't possible before’ 
(23). According to Homer-Dixon, ‘in any 
complex adaptive system, breakdown, if 
limited, can be a key part of that system's 
long-term resilience and renewal’ (308). 
 
This issue of M/C Journal will focus on the 
many moods and meanings of catastrophe. 
Specifically, we hope to re-envision 
catastrophe as a pathway for creative 
interventions, artistic responses, community 
solidarities, social innovations, individual 
modes of well-being, and environmental 
justices. We invite authors to feature their 
artistic responses as well as the work of 
artists and researchers who respond to crises 
of different forms and scales. We encourage 
contributors to think catastrophe broadly: 
from natural disasters to personal turning 
points, from debilitating meltdowns to 
regenerative solutions. 
 
Areas for consideration include: 
 
o catastrophe, its representation, and its 

re-enactment in dance, drama, visual art, 
music, film, literature 

 
o catastrophe as natural and cultural: 

floods, fires, tsunamis, nuclear crises, 
earthquakes 

 
o catastrophe as global, historical, 

ecological 
 

o catastrophe as mediated, politicised, 
propagandised 

 
o catastrophe as psychological, 

interpersonal, emotional, medical 
 

o catastrophe as ontological, 
epistemological, methodological 

 
o catastrophe as an impetus for (or intrinsic 

to) creativity 
 

o catastrophe as a ‘reversal of what is 
expected’ 

 
o catastrophe as a normative dimension of 

creative research 
 
Prospective contributors should email an 
abstract of 100-250 words and a brief 
biography to the issue editors. Abstracts 
should include the article title and should 
describe your research question, approach, 
and argument. Biographies should be about 
three sentences (maximum 75 words) and 
should include your institutional affiliation 
and research interests. Articles should be 
3000 words (plus bibliography). All articles 
will be refereed and must adhere to MLA 
style (6th edition). 
Details 
 
Article deadline: 18 Jan. 2013 
Release date: 20 Mar. 2013 
Editors: Josephine Taylor, Kylie Stevenson, 
Amanda Gardiner, and John Ryan 
 
Please submit articles through this Website. 
Send any enquiries to: 
catastrophe@journal.media-culture.org.au. 
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Societies, Issue on Rethinking the 
Vegetal 

 
SUBMIT PAPER BY 15 FEBRUARY 2013 

http://www.mdpi.com/journal/societies/spe
cial_issues/plants-society 

 

 

 
This special issue of Societies, Rethinking 

the Vegetal: Emerging Perspectives on Plants 
and Society, invites contributions from 
scholars from a range of disciplines, 
theoretical positions and methodologies to 
advance current understandings of the role 
of plants in society. Once considered passive 
automatons or mere materials for human 
use, plants are now known to be more 
complex than science since Linnaeus and 
aesthetics since Baumgarten have conceived. 
New currents in human-plant studies have 
emerged recently with Matthew Hall’s 
‘philosophical botany’, Michael Marder’s 
‘critical plant studies’ and human-plant 
geographies. Moreover, advances in 
multispecies theory, particularly Latourian 
actor-network concepts, present new 
grounds for reconceptualising the way in 
which ethnobotanical research is conducted. 
Case studies are welcome and possible 
subthemes include: 
 
o new directions in ethno-, economic and 

medical botany 
 

o plant-based cultural heritages and social 
practices 

 
o native/exotic and domestic/wild binaries 

 
o communities, conservation and plant 

ethics 
 

o botanical aesthetics, art and 
phenomenology 

 
o transdisciplinary botanical research 

 
o spiritual ecologies of plants 

 
 
 

 

Rodopi Collection on Marilynne 
Robinson 

 
SUBMIT PROPOSAL BY 15 MARCH 2013 

stjason@umbc.com 
 

 

The Rodopi Press Dialogue Series seeks 

proposals for new writings to be included in a 
volume of critical essays devoted to Pulitzer-
prize winning author Marilynne Robinson’s 
fiction with specific emphasis on the novels 
Gilead and Home, as well as her first novel, 
Housekeeping, and her collected and 
uncollected essays. The volume seeks 
submissions in the following areas: 
 
o Robinson’s ecological concerns and their 

relationship to her spirituality and 
aesthetics.  

 
o Robinson’s influence on contemporary 

writers via her work in the Iowa Writers 
Workshop. 

 
o Robinson and mid-Western American 

writing. Submissions may focus 
specifically on late 19th century 
Midwestern regionalism or, broadly, on 
20th century Midwestern authors.    

 
o Robinson and portrayals of the American 

small town, including more recent 
examples (such as Richard Russo’s Empire 
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Falls).  Essays might consider how 
Robinson engages with many negative or 
satiric depictions of small town life in 
American fiction and drama.  

 
o Robinson’s portrayal of domestic spaces 

and her apparent anti-sentimentalism.  
Themes could include filial relations, 
reversed parent roles, food, illness, 
death, grieving. 

 
o Robinson and the politics of memory, 

especially bearing upon continuing 
debates over what it means to be living in 
a “post-Civil Rights era.”   

o Robinson in relation to popular religious 
fiction. Examples of popular religious 
writing would include not only the 
overexposed genre of apocalyptic 
thrillers, but also romances, westerns, 
novelizations of Bible stories, or historical 
novels. Does Robinson represent the 
alterity to Christian genre fiction or are 
there points of overlap?  

 
o Can recent attempts, by John McClure 

(among others), to define “the post-
secular” in American literature 
adequately theorize Robinson’s ideas 
about faith, conversion, enchantment, 
multiculturalism, activism, and the public 
sphere?   

 
o Robinson’s interventions in the “Culture 

Wars”: “we want the past back,” she says 
in The Death of Adam, “but we don’t 
know what it was.”  To what past does 
Robinson point us for instruction?  

 
o Robinson has long been affiliated with 

Congregationalism and has written about 
characters whose theologies and 
sensibilities are permeated by the 
Calvinist tradition.  How does Robinson’s 
positioning of Calvinism in American 
thought and politics compare with that of 
other writers and scholars? 

 
o Robinson interpreted theologically. 

Conceptual lenses could include: divine 
grace, agape, assurance, communion, sin, 
theodicy, cosmology, messianism, 
apologetics, ethics, nonbelief. 

 
o With John Updike’s passing, Robinson is 

now the most critically acclaimed 
Protestant author in the U. S. (though far 
less prolific). Would we gain from 
considering her high profile Protestantism 
in light of the example of Updike’s long 
career, which often saw controversy over 
his stances, both perceived and avowed?  

 
o Robinson’s international reputation. She 

has been interviewed for the Paris 
Review, but does her work, which is so 
often focused on what might appear to 
be parochial settings and situations, 
promise to become (or is it already 
becoming) part of “a world republic of 
letters,” to borrow Pascale Casanova’s 
phrase?  

 
The volume’s editors will consider 
submissions across a range of writing styles 
and scholarly methods in order to achieve a 
collection of the most compelling and 
readable essays. Scholars, advanced doctoral 
students, artists and independent 
intellectuals are invited to submit. 
 
Submissions: Send C.V. and 500 word 
proposal (with contact information) to Jason 
Stevens Visiting Professor, UMBC 2012-13 
(stjason@umbc.com) 
 
Deadline: March 15th, 2013 
 
About the Series: The Dialogue Series 
publishes new and recent criticism on literary 
writing that has elicited or is eliciting critical 
debate. In addition, Dialogue devotes 
occasional volumes to neglected works 
deemed worthy of renewed critical attention. 
The Dialogue Series is devoted primarily to 
literary works written in English (or 
translated into English) after 1900. 
 
The planned volume on Marilynne Robinson 
is part of a planned line of edited Dialogue 
Series volumes devoted to on Contemporary 
Authors.            
 
For more info, visit our Website and 
Facebook pages: 
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http://www.rodopi.nl/senj.asp?SerieId=DIAL
OGUE 
 
https://www.facebook.com/DialogueSeries 
 
 
 

 
Humanimalia: A Journal of 

Human/Animal Interface Studies 
 

ONGOING 
http://www.depauw.edu/site/humanimalia/ 
 

 
 

Humanimalia: A Journal of Human/Animal 

Interface Studies is a peer-reviewed, 
interdisciplinary journal published by 
DePauw University.  Humanimalia has three 
aims: to explore and advance the vast range 
of scholarship on human/animal relations, to 
encourage exchange among scholars working 
within a variety of disciplinary perspectives, 
and to promote dialogue between the 
academic community and those working 
closely with animals in non-academic fields. 
 
We invite innovative work that situates these 
topics within contemporary culture via a 
variety of critical approaches, including but 
not limited to feminism, queer theory, critical 
race studies, political economy, ethnography, 
ethnozoology, literary criticism, science and 
technology studies, and media studies. 
Ideally, we seek papers that combine 
approaches, or at the very least draw upon 
research in other disciplines to contextualize 
their arguments. As much as possible, we 
seek papers that connect their analyses of 
animals and human/animal interactions to 

existing material practices related to animals 
or the discourse of animality. 

 
 

 
The Journal for the Study of 
Religion, Nature and Culture 

 
ONGOING 

www.religionandnature.com/journal 
 

The Journal for the Study of Religion, Nature 

and Culture welcomes submissions and 
special issue proposals from any disciplinary 
perspective, with any regional or temporal 
focus, that explore the relationships among 
human beings and what are variously 
understood by the terms religion, nature, and 
culture. The JSRNC is a quarterly, 
interdisciplinary, peer-refereed journal, that 
has been publishing since 2007. It is affiliated 
with the International Society for the Study 
of Religion, Nature and Culture. 

 
 
 

 

Green Theory & Praxis: The 
Journal of Ecopedagogy 

 
ONGOING 

http://greentheoryandpraxis.ecopedagogy.or
g/index.php/journal 
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Green Theory & Praxis: The Journal of 

Ecopedagogy, a peer-reviewed, open-source 
academic journal, is proud to announce both 
a general Call for Papers for its upcoming 
June and December issues and its recent 
move from California State University, Fresno 
to a new home as the flagship journal of the 
Ecopedagogy Association International. 
Green Theory & Praxis represents a scholarly 
effort to present research papers and essays 
at the transformative nexus of ecological 
politics and culture, social structures, 
sustainability education and ecocriticism. The 
editorial board takes the position that many 
human societies and their attendant political 
economy and cultural norms depart strikingly 
from what is needed to maintain ecological 
harmony and planetary/ species flourishing. 
We offer a forum for careful study of the 
theoretical and rhetorical positions, political 
and economic adjustments, behavioral and 
institutional alterations, pedagogical and 
cultural mobilizations, and spiritual 
emergences that will or should emerge in 
response to increasing ecological damage of 
both a physical and psychic nature. We seek 
critical analysis of the root causes of various 
ecological crises and to link theory to 
concrete prospects for social change through 
pedagogy broadly conceived. We anticipate 
transdisciplinary papers, and invite scholars 
and activists from throughout the world to 
submit manuscripts for peer review. Please 
visit 
http://greentheoryandpraxis.ecopedagogy.or
g/index.php/journal to submit your work 
online and receive more information. 
 
The book review editors at Green Theory and 
Praxis are also looking for reviewers in 
various areas of Green Studies. If you would 
like to join our reviewers list, please send a 
cover letter and vita to the editor.  

 

 
 
 

 
The Journal of Ecocriticism 

 
ONGOING 

http://ojs.unbc.ca/index.php/joe/index 
 

 
 

The Journal of Ecocriticism is an electronic 

review of ecoliterature and ecocriticism. It 
invites manuscripts that address any issue 
related to these topics. The JoE aims to 
stimulate the further intellectual 
development of ecocriticism within the 
international community of scholars in the 
field. 
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Ecocriticism: Transpacific 
Dialogue 

 
17 –18 February 2013 

University of Central Florida (USA) 
SUBMIT ABSTRACT BY 31 DECEMBER 2012 

patrick.murphy@ucf.edu  
 

 

A one-day conference bringing together 

Chinese and American ecocritics to share 
ideas, compare positions, and initiate 
ongoing dialogue with each other. 
  
This conference is being organized by the 
University of Central Florida and Beijing 
Language and Culture University to facilitate 
dialogue among American and Chinese 
scholars and graduate students interested in 
ecocritical issues. It will have the current 
President of the Association for the Study of 
Literature and Environment, Joni Adamson, 
as keynote speaker, Sunday night. On 
Monday there will be two plenary sessions 
with speakers from China. There will also be 

three sets of concurrent panel sessions with 
both American and Chinese presenters.  The 
organizers intend to publish a selection of the 
papers in China, either in English or in 
Chinese translation. 
  
Please send expressions of interest as soon as 
possible to patrick.murphy@ucf.edu to 
facilitate planning. 
 
Abstracts for papers on any facet of 
ecocritical orientations focusing on American, 
Chinese, or comparative topics of literature, 
culture and society are welcomed. Please 
submit by December 31st also to 
patrick.murphy@ucf.edu. Anticipate a 15–20 
minute presentation time. 
 
We will be setting up a website for 
registration some time later in December and 
including information about hotels, room 
rates, and registration fee. 
 
 

 
 

Call for Papers 
Symposia and Conferences 

Antony Gormley Sculptures, Lake Ballard, Western Australia (Photo by John Ryan 2012) 
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The World We Have Imagined: 
Literature, Nature, and the 

Environment 
 

4–6 April 2013 
Southwestern College, Winfield, KS (USA) 
SUBMIT ABSTRACT BY 9 JANUARY 2013 

alice.bendinelli@sckans.edu 
john.scaggs@sckans.edu 

 

 
 

We are seeking proposals for a conference 

on the relationship between Literature, 
Nature, and the Environment, which will 
focus on the idea of the environmental 
imagination, imaginary worlds, and imagined 
futures. 
 
Papers might examine (but are not limited 
to): 
 
o Ecocritical approaches to literature 

 
o Nature Writing and other representation 

of the Environment 
 

o The Picturesque 
 

o Animals and Wildlife 
 

o The Environment Reimagined 
 

o Utopias and Dystopias 
 

o Urban Landscapes and the Environment 
 

o Climate and Weather 
 

o Environmental justice 
 

o Environmental issues in the Mid-West 

 
o Local environmental Narratives 
Proposals not exceeding 350 words to be 
sent to alice.bendinelli@sckans.edu and 
john.scaggs@sckans.edu by January 9th  
2013. 
 
Southwestern College is AASHE (Association 
for the Advancement of Sustainability in 
Higher Education), ACUPCC (American 
College and University Presidents’ Climate 
Commitment), KACEE (Kansas Association for 
Conservation & Environmental Education), 
and the Kansas Green Schools Network. 
“Think Green, Bleed Purple!” 

 
 

 
Narrative Ecologies: 

Contemporary American Fiction 
and the Environment 

 
American Literature Association’s 24th 

Annual Conference 
23–26 May 2013 

Westin Copley Place in Boston, MA (USA)  
SUBMIT ABSTRACT BY 15 JANUARY 2013 

mlong@keene.edu 
 

Walden Pond, Concord, Massachusetts (Photo by John Ryan 
2006) 

 

This year’s standing ASLE session at the 

American Literature Association Conference 
will be devoted to contemporary American 
fiction engaged with the social, political, 
scientific, or cognitive dimensions of thinking 
the environment. 
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Please send 1-2 page proposals and a 1-page 
cv to Mark C. Long, mlong@keene.edu , or by 
mail to Department of English, Keene State 
College, 229 Main Street, Keene, NH 03435–
1402. The deadline for proposals is 15 
January, 2013. 
 
For more information, see: 
http://www.calstatela.edu/academic/english
/ala2/ 
 
 
 
 

Border/lands: An 
Interdisciplinary Ecocritical 

Conference 
 

13 April 2013 
University of Idaho (USA) 

SUBMIT ABSTRACT BY 25 JANUARY 2013 
uigec2013@gmail.com 

 

 
Ecotone at the Don Edwards San Francisco Bay National 

Wildlife Refuge (Wikimedia Commons, Kai Schreiber) 

 

The Graduate Students in the Department 

of English at the University of Idaho invite 
submissions for an interdisciplinary 
conference focusing on ecocritical issues 
relating to boundaries and the body. The 
conference will take place April 13th, 2013 
and will feature a roundtable discussion with 
Dr. Scott Slovic (UI), Dr. Erin James (UI), Dr. 
Jenn Ladino (UI), Dr. Anna Banks (UI), Dr. 
Scott Knickerbocker (College of Idaho), and 
Dr. Tom Hillard (Boise State). The discussion 
will address the state of contemporary 
ecocriticism. 
 

Responding to the recent “material turn” in 
ecocriticism and other fields, this conference 
will examine how boundaries are structured 
and how bodies are explained and 
interpreted from an ecocritical perspective. 
Contemporary environmental concerns make 
these timely issues to explore, but there is a 
deeper need for an intervention in this 
discussion in terms of how modern society 
thinks about space and environment. Integral 
boundaries have become practically invisible 
to the everyday functions of society, and 
simultaneously bodies have become 
identifiable based only on their position as 
hyper- consumers. 
 
The conference welcomes interdisciplinary 
and multidisciplinary papers or panels, 
comparative analyses of literary and cultural 
texts, and innovative methodologies. We 
encourage submissions from a wide array of 
perspectives. Submissions may include, but 
are definitely not limited to, an exploration of 
the following: 
 
o How might we think about the physical, 

ontological, and theoretical boundaries 
between humanity and nature? Between 
human and nonhuman animals? 

 
o What are the points of 

collision/connection between modern 
environments and the narrative 
frameworks we use to classify those 
environments—narratives like the 
frontier, wilderness, the sublime, and the 
pastoral? 

 
o What rhetorics function to create or 

disrupt boundaries in a particular text, 
culture, discipline, or community? 

 
o How do fictions structure reality and 

therefore contest, challenge, or uphold 
various kinds of species, environmental, 
political, or ideological boundaries? 

 
Please email your proposal, including a 300 
word abstract (with title), contact 
information, and audiovisual needs, if any, to 
Johanna Heloise Abtahi or Megan Dodd, 
University of Idaho, uigec2013@gmail.com 
by Friday, January 25th, 2013. 
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The David Malouf Symposium 
2013 

 
Friday, 31 May 2013 

Ryan Auditorium 
Australian Catholic University 

40 Edward Street, North Sydney NSW 2060 
SUBMIT ABSTRACT BY 15 FEBRUARY 2013 

MaloufSymposium@acu.edu.au 
http://www.acu.edu.au/about_acu/faculties,
_institutes_and_centres/arts_and_sciences/r

esearch/sla/david_malouf_symposium 
 

 

Australian Catholic University and the 

Association for the Study of Australian 
Literature combine to celebrate David Malouf 
in a one-day symposium. 
 
250 word abstracts on David Malouf, his 
writing and its reception are invited and 
should be forwarded to Dr Elaine Lindsay, 
MaloufSymposium@acu.edu.au by 15 
February 2013, using the subject header 
'Malouf abstract'. Submissions should include 
the author's name, affiliation, email address, 
title of abstract, body of abstract, and a short 
biography. Acceptances will be advised by 15 
March 2013. 
 
The symposium is presented in conjunction 
with the Association for the Study of 
Australian Literature. Contributors to the 
Symposium may be invited to expand their 
20 minute papers to 4,500 - 6,000 word 
essays for publication in the peer-reviewed 
Journal of the Association for the Study of 
Australian Literature (JASAL) in an issue 

marking David Malouf's 80th birthday in 
2014. 
 
Papers that place David Malouf's life and 
work in an international context, or address 
broad themes in his writing, the range of 
genres he employs, his relationship with the 
visual arts, music and theatre, or his 
influence on contemporary writers and 
culture are particularly welcome. 
An invitation is extended to all who enjoy the 
work of David Malouf to share in this day of 
celebration. Further details, including 
Symposium registration, will be posted on 
this website. Inquiries can also be directed to 
the convenors, Associate Professor Michael 
Griffith (michael.griffith@acu.edu.au) or Dr 
Elaine Lindsay (elaine.lindsay@acu.edu.au), 
Faculty of Arts and Sciences, Australian 
Catholic University. 
 

 
 
 

Public Lecture Competition 
 

23 May–2 June 2013 
Institute of Sustainable Practice and 

Resource Effectiveness, University of Wales 
Trinity Saint David 

SUBMIT ENTRY FORM BY 15 FEBRUARY 2013 
www.tsd.ac.uk/en/inspire/publiclecturecomp

etition 
 

 

INSPIRE: Institute of Sustainable Practice 

and Resource Effectiveness, University of 
Wales Trinity Saint David 
 
PRESENTS The 2013 INSPIRE Lecture on 
Literature and Sustainability 
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SUPPORTED BY ASLE-UKI (Association for the 
Study of Literature and Environment, UK & 
Ireland) 
 
CALL FOR ENTRIES 
The Institute of Sustainable Practice and 
Resource Effectiveness at the University of 
Wales Trinity Saint David and the Association 
for the Study of Literature and Environment 
(UK & Ireland) invite entries to a public 
lecture competition on the subject of 
literature and sustainability. The winning 
lecture will be delivered at the 2013 Hay 
Festival, Hay-on-Wye. 
 
The Brundtland Report (1987) defined 
sustainable development as ‘development 
that meets the needs of the present without 
compromising the ability of future 
generations to meet their own needs.’ Since 
then, the concept of ‘sustainability’ has 
entered a wide range of spheres within socio-
politico-cultural life as an idea that aims to 
recalibrate models of living, that is focused 
around interrelations between economy, 
society and environment, and that has the 
general aim of safeguarding human and non-
human life as well as the planetary home. 
Notionally a catalyst for change, 
‘sustainability’ can also be a buzzword, a 
smokescreen, a tick in a box, a fundraiser. In 
seeking out action in the present that 
functions to ensure a future, ‘sustainability’ 
poses fundamental questions for both 
environmental and socio-cultural practice. 
 
This competition invites entrants to submit 
the text of a half-hour public lecture that 
considers the potential relationship between 
literary study and the sustainability debate. A 
wide range of approaches to this issue is 
welcome. However, entrants should bear in 
mind that the primary aim of the lecture 
should be to investigate literary-critical 
practice within the context of issues raised by 
questions about sustainability. 
The competition seeks to further scholarly 
activity in the field of environmentally-
informed literary criticism. As such, entries 
will be judged according to the highest 
academic standards. However, material 
submitted must also strive to be accessible to 
an audience that may range from interested 

lay-people to professional literary critics and 
sustainability practitioners. 
 
The winner of the competition will be invited 
to deliver her/his submission as ‘The 2013 
INSPIRE Lecture on Literature and 
Sustainability’ at the 2013 Hay Festival of 
Literature and the Arts (Hay-on-Wye, 23 
May–2 June 2013). Delivery of the lecture 
itself will be followed by a public discussion 
between the competition winner and Jane 
Davidson, Director of INSPIRE and former 
Welsh Minister of Sustainability. (For the Hay 
Festivals website, see: www.hayfestival.com) 
 
The competition will be judged by Dr Adeline 
Johns-Putra (Chair of ASLE-UKI), Dr Matthew 
Jarvis (Anthony Dyson Fellow in Poetry, TSD), 
and Dr Paul Wright (Head of the School of 
Cultural Studies, TSD). The winner will be 
announced at the ASLE-UKI one-day 
symposium on literature and sustainability, 
which will be held on the Lampeter campus 
of the University of Wales Trinity Saint David 
on 15 March 2013.  
 
For details of the symposium, please see: 
www.tsd.ac.uk/en/inspire/asle-
ukisymposium/. 
 
Entry to the competition is free, but must be 
accompanied by an official entry form. Only 
one entry per person is permitted. The 
closing date for receipt of entries is 15 
February 2013. For an entry form, as well as 
full terms and conditions, see the 
competition web page: 
 
www.tsd.ac.uk/en/inspire/publiclecturecomp
etition/. 
 

 
 
 

Music and Environment 
Symposium 

 
Friday, 26 April 2013 

University of Technology, Sydney 
SUBMIT ABSTRACT BY 28 FEBRUARY 2013 

tony.mitchell@uts.edu.au 
hollis.taylor@uts.edu.au 
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Aeolian Harp at the Hohenbaden Castle, Baden-Baden, 

Germany (Wikimedia Commons) 

 

Music relates to different types of 

environmental transformations: social, 
economic, political, cultural or technological, 
while environmental changes can be heard in 
music and soundscapes. There has been an 
increase in academic discourse relating to the 
ecology of sound, or “green music,” often in 
relation to the preservation of an 
environment's sonority. Environmental 
sounds figure in sound sculptures, 
installations and compositions. In popular 
music, the notion of place has been of 
particular interest. Labels such as the 
“Seattle”, “Liverpool”, “Perth” or ‘Dunedin” 
sound have come to function as almost 
genre-like distinctions relating to place-based 
music. Popular music also embraces hybridity 
through techniques such as sampling, 
quotation or imitation, influenced by factors 
such as travel, immigration and the recent 
virtual proximity of the Internet. Musical, 
social, and technological forms are also 
affected by the economic environment, as 
evidenced by changes in cultural industries, 
such as the record industry meltdown, and 
the current global financial crisis. The political 
environment can also have an impact on the 
content and form of musical endeavours. 
 
We invite suggestions for individual 
presentations on a range of topics related to 
music and environment in the broadest 

sense, including, but not limited to, the 
following: 
 
o music and environmental activism 

 
o music and its technological environment 

 
o music, acoustic ecology and soundscape 

studies 
 

o ethnographic and "field" recordings 
 

o the constitution and development of 
different musical environments 

 
o music, landscape, architecture and design 

 
o music, memory and place 

 
o natural catastrophes in songs and music 

 
o music and the political environment 
 
Keynote Speaker: Jon Rose 
 
Papers will be limited to a standard 20-
minute length followed by 10 minutes of 
questions. 
 
Deadline for Proposals:  February 28, 2013 
Email proposals to Tony.Mitchell@uts.edu.au 
or Hollis.Taylor@uts.edu.au 
 
Symposium Committee 
Andrew Hurley, Tony Mitchell, Hollis Taylor 

 
 
 

 
Addressing the Sacred through 

Literature and the Arts 
 

Friday, 2 August – Saturday, 3 August 2013 
Australian Catholic University 

25A Barker Road, Strathfield NSW 2135 
SUBMIT ABSTRACT BY 8 MARCH 2013 

SLAConference@acu.edu.au 
http://www.acu.edu.au/about_acu/faculties,
_institutes_and_centres/arts_and_sciences/r

esearch/sla/addressing_the_sacred_2013 
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Redrawn version of the drawing of a shaman's drum made 

on a 1909-1913 expedition led by Anokhin Andrei 
Viktorovich, published in 1924 in Materialy po shamanstvy u 
altaitsev ("materials on the shamanism of the Altai people"). 

 

Addressing the Sacred through Literature 

and the Arts is the second in a continuing 
series of conferences presented by The 
Sacred in Literature and the Arts (SLA), a 
community of interest that aims to bring 
Australian and international writers, artists, 
musicians, academics, religious and members 
of the public together for a fruitful dialogue 
about the interplay between the arts and the 
sacred. Poet and philosopher Kevin Hart will 
be a keynote speaker at the conference. 
 
Definitions of the sacred extend from the 
narrow to the broad, from referring 
exclusively to a deity or religious ceremony to 
describing that mystery which is at the core 
of existence and has the power to transform 
our understanding of life. It is both a 
technical term used in the scholarly study of 
religion and a popular term used to describe 
something that is worthy of respect. 
 
As artists we can explore our own sense of 
the sacred through our artwork. As audiences 
we can seek traces of the sacred in works of 
art. Through the act of interpretation we 
become co-creators, though what we 
perceive as the sacred may be far from that 
which inspired the original artist. 
 
This conference seeks to address acts of 
creation and co-creation, to encourage a 
dialogue between artists, scholars and 
audiences in a mutual exploration of the 
sacred. At its heart is the idea that the sacred 

enables us to move beyond a utilitarian 
understanding of the world and infuses our 
everyday life with mystery. 
 
Abstracts of 250 words are invited for 20-
minute papers and presentations that 
address the conference theme; they may be 
from artists talking about their work in 
relation to their concept of the sacred, 
researchers presenting new insights into the 
sacred dimension of pre-existing works, or 
interpreters bringing to light new 
understandings of the presence of the 
sacred. 
 
Abstracts should be sent to Dr Elaine Lindsay 
at SLAConference@acu.edu.au by 8 March 
2013, using the subject header 'SLA 2013 
abstract'. Submissions should include the 
author's name, affiliation, email address, title 
of abstract, body of abstract, and a short 
biography. Acceptances should be advised by 
12 April 2013. 
 
It is intended that a publication will result; 
contributors to the conference may be 
invited to develop their papers into extended 
essays for a themed volume or articles for 
peer-reviewed journals. 
 
Registration details will be advised on this 
site closer to the date. 
 
Conference Convenors 
 
Michael Griffith, School of Arts and Sciences 
(NSW/ACT), ACU elaine.lindsay@acu.edu.au; 
Elaine Lindsay, Faculty of Arts and Sciences, 
ACU, michael.griffith@acu.edu.au 
 
2013 Conference Committee 
 
Marcel de Maria, Michael Griffith, Elaine 
Lindsay, James Marland, Dermot Nestor, 
Jeannette Siebols 
 
Sponsored by the Faculty of Arts and 
Sciences, Australian Catholic University 
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Climate Change, Sustainability 
and an Ethics of an Open Future 

 
22–25 August 2013 

Societas Ethica Annual Conference  
Kontakt der Kontinente, Soesterberg, 

Netherlands  
SUBMIT ABSTRACT BY 31 MARCH 2013 

johanna.romare@liu.se 
http://enviroethics.org/2012/12/09/call-for-
papers-climate-change-sustainability-and-an-

ethics-of-an-open-future/ 
 

 
 

This will be the 50th Societas Ethica 

conference. It is realized in cooperation with 
the ESF Network “A Right to a Green Future”. 
 
Climate change, dwindling resources, and 
growth of the global population have 
emerged as challenges for all areas of 
political action in modern societies. These 
challenges have been on the political agenda 
since the “Limits to Growth” report was 
released in 1972. While the challenges are 
well known, and while there appears to be 
some form of consensus that sustainability is 
a goal worth striving for, there is little 
discussion of how the changes necessary to 
achieve this goal will affect our political 
institutions, our social relationships, our 
moral responsibilities, and our self-
understanding in general. The more far-
reaching the necessary changes are, the 
more pressing the following questions will 
become: To what extent are political and 
economic institutions – national as well as 
global – capable of realizing sustainable 
politics and what is its ethical basis? To what 
extent will personal liberties, such as 
freedom of movement, property rights, and 

reproductive autonomy, need to be limited in 
order to realize sustainable politics? How 
could we extend the current system of 
human rights to incorporate the rights of 
future generations? Can we expect human 
beings to take responsibility for the living 
conditions of future generations, and how do 
such responsibilities affect philosophical and 
eschatological theories? An ethics of an open 
future must develop criteria for moral action 
under conditions of uncertainty. A developed 
theory of the principle of precaution in ethics 
and law is, however, lacking. 
 
Paper channels: 
1. Climate change and scarcity of resources 
as ethical challenges 2. Sustainability, future 
generations and human rights 3. Democracy, 
global governance and political ethics 4. An 
open future; philosophical and theological 
responses 5. Reflections from different 
cultural and religious perspectives 6. Open 
channel 
 
Authors are invited to submit an abstract of 
max. 4,000 characters. Abstracts should be 
suitable for blind review. 
 
Please send in the following two documents 
as Word attachments to 
johanna.romare@liu.se: 
 
Document 1: Your name, first name, email 
address, institutional address, the title of 
your abstract, the topic under which your 
abstract falls, and, if eligible, your application 
to participate in the Young Scholars’ Award 
competition (see information below). 
Document 2: Your abstract and title (max. 
4,000 chars; we do not accept full papers) 
with all identifying references removed. 
 
Deadline for submissions is March 31, 2013 
 
http://enviroethics.org/2012/12/09/call-for-
papers-climate-change-sustainability-and-an-
ethics-of-an-open-future/ 
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Ecological Encounters: Agency, 
Identity, Interactions 

 
Association for the Study of Literature and 

Environment UK and Ireland (ASLE-UKI) 
Biennial Conference 

31 March 2013 
University of Surrey (UK)  

SUBMIT ABSTRACT BY 30 APRIL 2013 
asle2013@surrey.ac.uk 

www.asle.org.uk. 
 

 
 

Confirmed keynotes: Mike Hulme 

(University of East Anglia). Sheila Jasanoff 
(Harvard University), Catriona Sandilands 
(York University, Canada) 
 
As Timothy Morton reminds us in The 
Ecological Thought (2010), to acknowledge 
the countless co-habitants of the ‘mesh’ that 
is our environment is to recognise them as 
different from us. But the notion of 
separateness and difference in the moment 
of encounter is crucial to thinking not just 
about the inter-connectedness of human and 
nonhuman beings, but about our very co-
existence as humans with the many 
discursive and material units that make up 
our so-called reality. These include the ‘facts’ 
of ‘science’, the ‘inspiration’ of ‘poetry’, and 
the ‘beauty’ of ‘nature’. To clarify Karen 
Barad’s terms, the many co-habitants and 
constituents of our material and discursive 
worlds have agential separability rather than 
agency: they are known to us, and, indeed, 
we are known to ourselves, in moments of 
coming together. It is only within these 
encounters that we can know or recognise 
the (human or nonhuman, material or 
discursive) other; their agency (and ours too) 
only exists in—and is a product of—that 

moment, along with the knowing or the 
recognition that occurs within it. 
 
It is for such reasons that, in his analyses of 
scientific discourse and practice, Bruno 
Latour recommends that we think of quasi-
objects, quasi-subjects, and discourses as 
actants, as agents that are constantly 
translating, mediating, playing roles. It is in 
such a vein, too, that one reads Catriona 
Sandilands’s theorisation of identity as only 
ever existing in ‘agonal’ performance, 
underlining the importance of confrontation 
in producing identity. Thus, we propose that 
it is in such a spirit that we should consider 
the many discourses—literary, poetic, 
rhetorical, scientific—that circulate around 
and through environmentalism, ecology, and 
ecocriticism: these make themselves known 
to us as the encounters of so many discursive 
and material units and identities. 
We invite papers that consider questions of 
agency, identity and interaction (or intra-
action) in ecological thought and 
ecocriticism, as well as in adjoining studies of 
the sociology of science and of cultural 
geographies. We are keen also to encourage 
the spirit of encounter and interaction with 
disciplines and discourses beyond literary 
and cultural criticism, such as human 
geography, environmental history, and 
science and technology studies (S&TS).   
 
Topics to be covered may include (but need 
not be restricted to): 
 
o New materialism and intra-actions 

 
o Science and technology studies (S&TS) 

and ecocriticism 
 

o Human/cultural geographies and 
ecocriticism 

 
o Histories of the discourses of science 

and/or environmentalism 
 

o New directions in ecofeminism, e.g. 
material feminism 

 
o Emergent ideas in ecocriticism 
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o The nature/culture boundary in literary 
and other discourses 

 
o Discourses of ecological crisis, including 

climate change, species extinction, and 
biodiversity loss 

 
o The new nature writing 

 
o The deconstructive turn in 

environmentalism 
 

o Ecopoetics and identity 
 
Please send abstracts of up to 250 words for 
20-minute presentations to the conference 
organisers at asle2013@surrey.ac.uk by 31st 
March 2013. Conference updates will be 
accessible via the ASLE-UKI website: 
www.asle.org.uk.  We may seek to publish a 
selection of conference proceedings in our 
journal Green Letters: Studies in Ecocriticism, 
now relaunched and published in association 
with Routledge. 
 
Please note: ASLE-UKI biennial conferences 
will now run in odd-numbered years, which is 
why this 2013 conference follows 
immediately from our 2012 conference at the 
University of Worcester. 

 
 
 

Nineteenth-Century Transatlantic 
Literary Ecologies 

Transatlantic Studies Association 
2013 Conference 

 
8–11 July 2013 

Northumbria University, Newcastle, UK  
SUBMIT ABSTRACT BY 30 APRIL 2013 

Kevin Hutchings, (kevin.hutchings@unbc.ca) 
and John Miller (john.miller@sheffield.ac.uk) 
http://www.transatlanticstudies.com/25301/

index.html 
 

We invite proposals for 20-minute papers 

approaching nineteenth-century literature 
from a perspective combining transatlantic 
and ecocritical scholarship. We are 

particularly interested in papers that open a 
dialogue between transatlantic literary 
history and/or transatlantic literary theory 
and any of the following topics in the 
environmental humanities: ecocritical theory; 
critical animal studies; environmental ethics; 
environmental justice; indigenous ecologies; 
colonial and postcolonial ecologies; gender 
and ecology; natural history, etc. 
 
Please send a 300-word abstract and a brief 
CV by April 30, 2013, to Kevin Hutchings, 
University of Northern British Columbia 
(Kevin.Hutchings@unbc.ca); and John Miller, 
University of Sheffield 
(John.Miller@sheffield.ac.uk)
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Fellowship in Objects and Environments 2013-14 

 
Rutgers University (USA) 

SUBMIT APPLICATION BY 7 JANUARY 2013 
More Info: https://secure.interfolio.com/apply/15288 

To Apply: 
https://secure.interfolio.com/apply/15288 

 

 
  

Opportunities 
Jobs, Fellowships, Retreats and Residencies 
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Speculative realism, actor-network theory, 

and object-oriented ontology all proceed 
from nondualist premises in seeking to call 
attention to the world of things in which we 
live; as does the appeal to certain strands in 
phenomenology by literary scholars seeking 
to grasp the affective dimensions of aesthetic 
encounter.  This theoretical turn has been 
intensified by new findings in cognitive 
science, which describe knowing as an 
activity lodged both inside and outside the 
body.   
 
New thinking about environments likewise 
proceeds along several interrelated pathways 
in trying to understand the complex 
relationship between humans and their 
surroundings. Contemporary eco-criticism 
reminds us that humans are themselves a 
part of the environments they study;  social 
scientists have emphasized “political 
ecology;” and students of climate change and 
climate catastrophe have increasingly sought 
to model human agency within environments 
that are by definition more than human. 
 
What are the political and philosophical 
reasons for embracing an organism-
environment model of cognition rather than 
one that distinguishes the knower from the 
known?  What are the challenges? We seek 
applications from scholars working in 
anthropology, art history, cognitive science, 
computer science, environmental studies and 
environmental history, history, literary and 
cultural studies, philosophy, sociology, and 
other related disciplines, whose work 
intersects with these dynamic and 
overlapping fields of inquiry. 
 
Seminar Leaders: Colin Jager, Department of 
English, Rutgers University and Jorge 
Marcone, Comparative Literature, Rutgers 
University 
 
In 2013-14, CCA will sponsor two external 
postdoctoral fellowships with awards of 
$45,000. CCA also awards non-funded 
associate fellowships. All fellows will have 
access to the Center's resources during the 
tenure of the fellowship and will be expected 
to participate in and to present their work to 

the Center seminars, which meet regularly 
throughout the academic year. Applications 
can be found at the links below. External 
applications are now handled through our 
online search system. 
 
External Postdoctoral Fellowship Applications 
Applications are now accepted through 
Interfolio.  Please visit  
https://secure.interfolio.com/apply/15288 to 
apply.  Deadline is January 7, 2013 at 11:59 
ET. 

 
 

 
 

Singapore Creative Writing 
Residency 

 
July-December 2013 

National University of Singapore 
SUBMIT APPLICATION BY 18 JANUARY 2013 

programmes@toph.com.sg 
http://www.theartshouse.com.sg/Develop/C

reativeWritingResidency 
 

 

Co-organised by the National University of 

Singapore University Scholars Programme 
(NUS USP) and The Arts House, the Singapore 
Creative Writing Residency is created to 
promote creative writing in Singapore. 
 
The residency aims to: 
 
o Provide time and space for the Resident 

Writer to complete, or make substantial 
progress with a written work in English; 
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o Generate interaction and critical 
discussion among potential writers and 
stimulate new writing from them through 
mentorship and public programmes. 

 
The completed work, or part of a work, which 
can be fiction or non-fiction, may cover any 
topic, and should be in one of the following 
forms; prose, verse, stage play, radio play or 
screenplay. The work must be of publishable 
standard and must be ready for a public 
reading/lecture. 
 
The residency will last for six months from 
July to December 2013, and the Resident 
Writer will be required to take up residence 
at Cinnamon College, the USP residential 
college at NUS. The resident will receive a 
monthly stipend. The resident will be 
provided with board, lodging, a computer, 
and supporting peripherals during the tenure 
of his/her residency. 
 

 
 
 

Associate Professor 
Environmental Studies 

 
Beginning September 2013 

Franklin Pierce University, Rindge NH (USA)  
SUBMIT APPLICATION BY 18 JANUARY 2013 

jobs@franklinpierce.edu 
http://www.higheredjobs.com/institution/de
tails.cfm?JobCode=175702242&Title=Associa
te%20Professor%20of%20Environmental%20

Studies  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Franklin Pierce University, the College at 

Rindge, is undergoing exciting changes with 
growing curriculum needs. As we grow and 
expand our academic programs, so grow our 
needs for enthusiastic and energetic faculty. 
As an Equal Opportunity Employer, we 
strongly encourage women and minorities to 
apply for our open positions, and welcome 
enquiry from qualified applicants for the 
following position of Associate Professor of 
Environmental Studies beginning Fall 2013. 
  
The faculty member will teach introductory 
courses in Environmental Studies, 
Sustainable Communities as well as upper 
level courses in their area of expertise. It is 
also expected that this faculty member will 
teach an environmental topic in the first-year 
seminar program as well as Senior Capstone 
Projects. The successful candidate will 
develop a program in environmental research 
and community engagement that involves 
students, and will help create a strong 
internship program for undergraduates. This 
position will also coordinate Environmental 
Studies and provide vision and leadership to 
both on-campus and to external 
constituencies. 
 
Applicants are required to have a Ph.D. in a 
science or social science discipline 
appropriate for environmental studies. They 
must also have a record of teaching 
excellence at the college level and experience 
using community engagement to solve 
environmental problems and experience in 
curriculum and program development. 
Preferred qualifications include ability to use 
geographic information (GIS) in research or 
to solve environmental problems, and/or 
experience in business, policy, or 
governmental sectors.   
  
Confidential screening of applications and 
nominations will begin immediately and 
continue until the position is filled. However, 
for priority consideration, applications and 
nominations must be received by January 18, 
2013. The successful candidate will 
undertake responsibilities at the beginning of 
the 2013-2014 academic year. 
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Applicants should send a letter of application, 
curriculum vitae and contact details of three 
references to Human Resources-Associate 
Professor of Environmental Studies, Franklin 
Pierce University, 40 University Drive, Rindge, 
NH 03461 or via email to 
jobs@franklinpierce.edu. Please be sure to 
add "Job posting Associate Professor 
Environmental Studies” to the subject line of 
the email. 
 
 
 
 

 

Visiting Assistant Professor of 
Creative Writing 

 
Beginning September 2013 

Franklin Pierce University, Rindge NH (USA)  
SUBMIT APPLICATION BY 18 JANUARY 2013 

jobs@franklinpierce.edu 
http://www.higheredjobs.com/institution/de
tails.cfm?JobCode=175702204&Title=Visiting
%20Assistant%20Professor%20of%20Creativ

e%20Writing 
 
 

 
 

Franklin Pierce University, the College at 

Rindge, is undergoing exciting changes with 
growing curriculum needs. As we grow and 
expand our academic programs, so grow our 
needs for enthusiastic and energetic faculty. 
As an Equal Opportunity Employer, we 
strongly encourage women and minorities to 
apply for our open positions, and welcome 
enquiry from qualified applicants for the 
following position of Visiting Assistant 
Professor of Creative Writing beginning Fall 
2013. 

 
The successful candidate will teach a wide 
range of creative writing and literature 
courses, offer courses in our general 
education program and orchestrate out New 
Voice Reading Series. The position requires 
demonstrated commitment to excellent 
teaching and to work effectively with 
students in creative writing workshops, and 
include supporting students in the 
publication process. 
 
Applicants are required to have a Ph.D. or 
ABD in literature, or an MFA in Creative 
Writing with a concentration in poetry. At 
least three years experience in teaching at 
the college level. 
 
Preferred Qualifications include experience 
teaching global literature and experience 
with institutional technology and assessment. 
 
Additional responsibilities include recruiting, 
academic advising and mentoring students; 
and participation in departmental and 
committee work. All faculty members are 
required to contribute to institutional service 
and maintain a program of scholarly/creative 
work. 
 
Confidential screening of applications and 
nominations will begin immediately and 
continue until the position is filled. However, 
for priority consideration, applications and 
nominations must be received by January 18, 
2013. The successful candidate will begin at 
the beginning of the 2013-2014 academic 
year. 
 
Applicants should send a letter of application, 
curriculum vitae and contact details of three 
references to Human Resources-Visiting 
Assistant Professor-Creative Writing, Franklin 
Pierce University, 40 University Drive, Rindge, 
NH 03461 or via email to 
jobs@franklinpierce.edu. Please be sure to 
add "Job posting Visiting Assistant Professor - 
Creative Writing" to the subject line of the 
email. EOE 
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Science Writing for the Wider 
Audience: 5-day Residential 
Retreat at Clunes, Victoria, 
Australia’s Only Booktown 

Village 
 

Sunday, 10 Feb. to Friday, 15 Feb., 2013 
Clunes, Victoria (1.5 hours from Melbourne) 

REGISTER AS SOON AS POSSIBLE 
www.booktown.clunes.org/science.htm 

 

 

Take your great idea for a book and turn it 

into reality. Under the expert guidance of 
both an experienced writer and commercial 
publisher, this five-day residential retreat will 
show you how. The key to all great books 
about ideas is a well worked and solid book 
proposal. In this retreat you will learn, and 
come away with: 
 
o A set of  skills for writing for a wide 

audience 
 
o Your great idea and passion honed and 

shaped into a book format 
 
o A solid book proposal 
 
o One or two sample chapters of your book 
 
o Contacts with publishers and knowledge 

of what they are looking for and how they 
want it presented. 

 
You will be working in a small group of like-
minded people with opportunities for 

individual and mini-group workshops and 
consultations. With your accommodation and 
meals fully catered for, you can set your mind 
to making the most of this unique experience 
in the heart of Australia’s only booktown 
village. 
 
The Tutor – Gina Perry. In 2012 Gina Perry’s 
book, Behind the Shock Machine, splashed 
onto the front page of The Age newspaper 
and onto prime-time national television. She 
wrote a book about a 50-year-old science 
experiment and turned it into breaking news 
and part of the contemporary national 
conversation. This is powerful writing and 
publishing at its best. 
 
Gina Perry is also an experienced adult 
educator and teaches in the Masters of 
Publishing and Communication, University of 
Melbourne. She has published Write to 
Publish, a book about writing for a wide 
audience. She has a wealth of experience as a 
writer of books, a writer for radio and print, 
and as an adult-writing educator. See 
http://www.gina-perry.com/   
 
The Publisher – Julia Carlomagno. Julia 
Carlomagno works on the non-fiction list at 
Scribe (Australian Small Publisher of the Year 
2011), which includes genres such as popular 
science, memoir, and narrative non-fiction. 
She has previously been an editor at Penguin 
and Macmillan, and co-founded the literary 
magazine harvest (2007–2010), which 
published long-form journalism and fiction. 
She is particularly interested in projects that 
mix science and narrative. 
 
Clunes is a picturesque village an hour and a 
half drive from Melbourne CBD and half an 
hour from Ballarat and Daylesford. It is 
Australia’s only internationally recognised 
booktown and has eight bookshops. The 
village is small and peaceful and it is not 
unusual to see a horse and dray making its 
way around the town, which boasts one of 
the most intact gold era streetscapes in 
Victoria. 
 
See the short film  
www.visitvictoria.com/Regions/ 
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daylesford-and-the-macedon-
ranges/Destinations/clunes.aspx 
 
Your Accommodation. You will have a choice 
of two country houses located in the heart of 
the village. The workshops, private writing 
time and classes will take place in these 
buildings and grounds. Keebles Country 
House is an elegant two-storey country 
house with extensive gardens. Upstairs are 
four bedrooms and one twin-share bedroom, 
each with their own en suite. Downstairs are 
extensive communal rooms which will be 
utilised for classes, small workshops and 
private writing time. 
keeblescountryhouseclunes.com.au/ 
 
The Union Bank Art Centre is a large single-
storey residence and studio. It offers two 
bedrooms and two twin-share bedrooms. 
There are two bathrooms. The facility offers a 
country-style kitchen and lounge room as 
well as a large studio. These shared facilities 
will be utilised for workshops, classes and 
private writing time. 
www.unionbankartscentre.com.au/ 
 
The cost. The total cost of the five-day 
retreat, all inclusive of meals, 
accommodation and tutorials varies upon the 
type of accommodation selected and ranges 
from $1500 to $1800. For interstate visitors 
we offer complimentary pickup from 
Melbourne airport. For details and booking 
www.booktown.clunes.org 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Secret Women's Business Writing 
Adventure, Six Days in the 
Outback with Joan Fedler 

 
21-26 April 2013 

West MacDonald Ranges 
REGISTER AS SOON AS POSSIBLE 

www.womensownadventure.com.au 
or phone 1300 883 475 

 

 
 

What are your stories? 
How did you come to walk this earth? 

Who are your ancestors? 
What is sacred and alive in you? 

 

Walking and writing both leave footprints – 

on the earth and on the page. Barefoot, we 
are naked to the earth, vulnerable to being 
touched. Barefoot, we find our writing voice, 
and tap into the things inside us that want to 
be spoken. 
 
We should write because writing: 
 
o is an act of self-cherishing  
 
o brings clarity and passion to the act of 

living 
 
o is good for the soul 
 
o is a powerful form of prayer and 

meditation, connecting us both to our 
own insights and  to a higher and deeper 
level of inner guidance as well.  

 
— Julia Cameron, The Right to Write 

 
Come join us for five days in the West 
MacDonald ranges, for guided walks, views 
that will steal your breath, group meals 
prepared for you, silent time under the wide 
sky and stars, storytelling around campfires, 
and facilitated writing of your own stories. 
 
In this five-day walking and writing adventure 
of secret women’s business, we will explore 
our relationship with the four elements in 
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Nature, the moon, memory and the sacred 
feminine in the exquisite and vast setting of 
the Northern Territory. 
 
If you’ve never written before or have been 
writing all your life, your presence is 
welcome on this writing adventure. 
 
Cost: $2,345 
 
 
 

 
 

7 Days in Beautiful Bali, 2013 
Birthing Books in Bali with Joan 

Fedler 
 

25-31 May 2013 
Seminyak, Bali 

REGISTER AS SOON AS POSSIBLE 
Limited to 8 Participants 

www.womensownadventure.com.au 
or phone 1300 883 475 

 
 

 
Limited to a maximum of 8 participants. 
 

A select group of women writers will come 

together in the exquisite environment of Bali 
to deepen their commitment to their book 
idea or book draft. 
 
Author and writing facilitator Joanne Fedler 
will lead morning workshops on specific 
elements of the book writing process 
including: 
 

o how to construct memorable, 
sympathetic characters who generate 
story 

 
o point of view 
 
o dialogue and setting and their role in 

story-momentum 
 
o structure and plot 
 
o rewriting and editing 
 
o getting ready for publication. 
 
Afternoons will be dedicated to writing time 
and one-on-one sessions with Joanne for 
personalised feedback. 
 
Cost: $2,550 
 
Writing Workshops: 26th May – 30th May, 
9am-12pm 
 
Afternoon: one-on-one sessions with Joanne: 
book your spot: 2-3pm or 4-5pm 
Or free writing time (2-5pm) 
 
Evening: Sharing our writing and group 
feedback 8-9.30pm 
 
This retreat is suitable for writers who 
already have a book idea or a book draft and 
who need TIME, FOCUS & SUPPORT to create 
a working outline, synopsis and write and 
refine introductory chapters to their book in 
a supportive retreat environment. 
 
Each writer will have her own king size room 
with en-suite bathroom in a beautiful luxury 
villa with spa and plunge pool, centrally 
located in Seminyak.  
 
This is not a beginner’s course for those who 
are new to the writing process. It is designed 
to help those who want to write a full-length 
book (irrespective of genre) establish a draft 
framework and a stronger rapport with their 
own story. 
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Making Peace with the Earth 
by Vandana Shiva

In her new book, Making Peace with the Earth, Sydney Peace Prize recipient Vandana 
Shiva explores the basis of human life on our planet. She finds that a series of wars 
have been declared against the Earth: wars about land, water, climate, forests and 
biodiversity. In a searing critique of corporate globalisation, she examines the root 
causes of these wars against the backdrop of the current crisis in food supply. She 
imagines a world that could be sustainable; a world in which food security, justice 
and peace are all aligned. By drawing out the connections between ‘growth’ and free 
markets, she argues for a future in which human rights and earth rights become central 
to the creation of a different kind of wealth, one imbued with democracy and justice.

ISBN: 9781742198385
RRP paperback: $36.95

RRP ebook: $19.95
Release date: November 2012 
Review, extract or interview: 

publicity@spinifexpress.com.au
tel: 03 9329 6088

All of us who care about the future of Planet Earth must be grateful to
Vandana Shiva. Her voice is powerful, and she is not afraid to tackle those
corporate giants that are polluting, degrading and ultimately destroying the

natural world. 
—Jane Goodall, UN Messenger of Peace

Vandana Shiva is a world-renowned environmental 
thinker and campaigner, as well as a physicist, a 
feminist and a philosopher. She is the author of 
numerous books including Soil Not Oil, Water Wars 
and the co-authored Ecofeminism. In 2010, her 
book Staying Alive was re-released for its twentieth 
anniversary. Vandana is the winner of the 2010 
Sydney Peace Prize and in 1993, the Alternative 
Nobel Peace Prize (the Right Livelihood Award).
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Elizabeth Moores and Patricia Rose, 

Knowing Places: Reflections on the  

Sacred Book of Nature, Gaia's Ink! 2012. 

 

 

In the tradition of Catherine Clement and Julia 

Kristeva, and of those countless other women 

for whom letter writing was a way of exploring 

their own experiences, sharing their stories 

and validating their insights, this book by 

Elizabeth Moores and Patricia Rose is a series 

of letters on matters both theoretical and 

practical, public and private, sacred and 

secular. 

 

In their letters the authors describe places 

where they gained unique insights, both in 

Australia and in England. They named these 

"knowing places", places where the ancient 

wisdom of the earth is open to us and where, 

reciprocally, we may open ourselves to the 

earth; places where we may know, and be 

known. 

 

Elizabeth's life and spiritual practice is "earth-sensitive", and Patricia's "earth-centred", 

a delicate nuance that generated many stimulating discussions, both oral and written. 

From these two different perspectives they explored questions of meaning, life, nature 

and mystery. Their correspondence became an evolving discourse, spiralling to and 

fro, as they responded to each other's thoughts. 

 

Both women are medievalists and, as they wrote, they turned to their favourite 

medieval texts to help them articulate their responses to these places. 

 

The book includes two theoretical essays, which discuss medieval and modern 

understandings of sacred places, thus situating the letters firmly within the current 

discourse on place/environment. 

 

These letters came out of experiences of being present in a place, sitting quietly, being 

open to the sacred wisdom that can be found in special places. They are meant to be 

read slowly and reflectively, as starting points for meditation. 

 

 

Elizabeth Moores PhD lectured in the English Department at the University of 

Queensland for over twenty-five years, specialising in medieval literature. 

 

Patricia Rose PhD is an independent writer and researcher whose work includes 

studies of earth-based spirituality and medieval romance. 
 

 

 

 

From selected booksellers 

Or visit www.wildwoodconsultants.com for preview and purchase 
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Recommended by Libby Robin 
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Seasons Greetings to all ASLEC-ANZ members. 
 

We wish you a happy and safe holiday season and festive New 
Year. 

 

Happy holiday reading and writing. 

From the ASLEC Committee 

Lesley, CA, Deb, Tom, Charles & John 
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