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www.aslec-anz.asn.au Friends, comrades, cousins, sisters, brothers, ASLEC-ANZers: tena koutou katoa!  
Please accept this brief report as an update on the Association, on the conference 
circuit and on your President.

Academic Momentum
My last report detailed the excellent ecocritical movements in 2013: the CHCI 
Anthropocene Conference, our ASLEC-ANZ biennial and The Cultural History of 
Climate Change Conference. I pointed towards new things, including the Australian 
Academy of the Humanities Conference on the “Environmental Humanities,” 14-
15 November this year.1 Charles Dawson will update you on our ASLEC-ANZ NZ 
symposium at the University of Auckland in his report. It was great to see some of 
you there, meet new members and have two days dedicated to ecological thinking, 
environmental arts practice and environmentally oriented cultural studies of NZ. 
Huge thanks to Vice-President Charles for arranging this, and lots of love and thanks 
to Rose Lovell-Smith for hosting the event and acting as logistical queen. ASLEC-
ANZers continue to contribute to the development of environmental humanities in 
Australia and New Zealand. I’m writing this to you in the State Library of Victoria, 
around the corner from Storey Hall in Melbourne where we’ve just concluded the 
United Nations’ People and Planet Conference at RMIT, where Kate Rigby, Debbie 
Bird Rose, Linda Williams and myself presented. I would like to hear from you about 
your presentations, panels and publications. Two “eco-academic” events have been 
brought to my attention this week; both are hosted at the University of Melbourne. 
The second of these is looking for your contribution:

(1) “ecological Australia” – 3-4 October 2013
http://australian-centre.unimelb.edu.au/event/symposium-ecologicalaustralia-
ecocriticism-arts-3-4-october-2013

(2) “On species” – 4 December 2013  
http://australiancentre.unimelb.edu.au/event/symposium-species-narrative-
indigeneityecology-afterlife-4-december-2013-centre-history 

(3) “Fire stories” – 5-6 December 2013
www.historyofemotions.org.au/upcoming-events/fire-stories.aspx

Please do keep us informed of your work, and please update John Ryan with any 
information about forthcoming events.

ASLEC-ANZ Directions
At present our energies are focused on two areas: (a) our new website; and (b) our 
2014 biennial, to be hosted at the Humanities Research Centre, Australian National 
University, 19-21 June 2014.

On the first of these. We will be making the final design changes to our site in the 
next couple of months. The aim is to launch this alongside the Call for Papers for the 
2014 biennial. Please be patient with us as we’re taking careful steps to ensure that 
we retain our Internet profile and continue to host a platform that makes sense for 
you, and to orient us in new directions. Many thanks for the work of Cathy Fitzgerald 
on this, and also Charles Dawson and John Ryan for championing a number of 

    tom bristow

News from the Node        
PresideNt’s rePort
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issues that we’re trying to address 
simultaneously.
That leads me to the biennial. Rather 
than ask you to wait for the CFP 
release, please take note of those 
dates above, and please come along. 
I’d like to indicate that the conference 
will be concerned with three areas: 
(1) ecocriticism and the emotions; (2) 
critical animal studies; and (3) seeds, 
plants, values. And we’ll probably be 
looking for abstracts in March How can 
you contribute here? We’ll keep you 
updated on this, but one thing is for 
sure: the date and venue WILL NOT 
change – so start making plans!  
Look forward to seeing you there – and 
please do come and shake my hand / 
give me a cuddle / introduce yourself.

On final note re our association, which 
is only the sum of its parts (i.e. YOU!): 
please help us continue to keep our 
conversations alive, and to keep each 
other informed about our events, ideas, 
conversations and activism. With this 
in mind, I’d like to ask you to consider 
using two things that we’ve set up quite 
recently: (1) our Facebook page: www.
facebook.com/ASLECAusandNZ; and 
(2) our email discussion list: aslec-anz@
interversity.org . Please take a look at 
our Facebook pages and add some 
comments, send a link to your academia 
profile, share with friends (whether they 
are ASLEC-ANZ members or not); and 
please consider setting up a discussion 
thread on an idea or research project 
by emailing the listserv – do note, that 
all members of ASLEC-ANZ will receive 
this email: what a great way to trigger 
debate! I am particularly addressing 
post-grads here: you are our future, let 
us know what you are working on and if 
there are things that we can learn from 
you, or help you with. 

Personal Things
I’m currently on a wee tour of Australia, 
taking in Melbourne, Perth, Blue 
Mountains and Kioloa. As much as I love 
dwelling in the high lean country of the 
northern tablelands, it is great to get out 
and move across this land. Which is your 
land, which is my land.

RMIT’s Storey Hall –  
the venue for People and Planet, 2013

In 2013 I’ve been fortunate to attend 
the American Society of Environmental 
History (ASEH) in Toronto, to visit 
Auckland for our NZ colloquium, and 
to be in Melbournia for “People and 
Planet.” It’s been a good year so far. 
Hoping you all have a great winter, and 
come up for spring with an ASLEC-ANZ 
smile on your face.

kia kaha and arohanui

-Tom Bristow

The Association’s first New Zealand-
based colloquium was hailed by 
participants for its interdisciplinary, 
convivial and supportive approach, 
with many researchers from the host  
university and elsewhere reconnecting 
or meeting for the first time. The 
event put ASLEC-ANZ “on the map” 
in New Zealand amongst these 
diverse researchers and consolidated 
awareness of the relevance of ecocritical 
approaches in Aotearoa, New Zealand. 

The focus for the weekend was “Arts, 
Activism and Academia” – with an 
emphasis on links between and beyond 
the academy. Our intention was a small 
roundtable format, with the emphasis on 
forging connections and introducing the 
Association to New Zealanders. 

The conference venue was enabled  
by Auckland University English 
Department staff member Rose Lovell-
Smith. ASLEC-ANZ is very grateful for 
Rose’s facilitation and arranging the 
venue and catering for the weekend, 
as well as setting up a seminar for 
Tom on the Thursday beforehand. It 
was great that Tom was able to come 
over: his presence was crucial, and his 
seminar has already sparked interest in 
ecocritical approaches from lecturers at 
Auckland. A key message from Tom was 
for NZ participants to join ASLEC-ANZ, 
and to keep the June 2014 Canberra 
Biennial in mind.     

The following report largely mirrors the 
chronology of the weekend.

  

AsLeC-ANZ 
New ZeALANd 
CoLLoquium  
mAy 2013
Arts, ACtivism & ACAdemiA 
uNiversity of AuCkLANd 
 
 

ChArLes dAwsoN 

www.facebook.com/ASLECAusandNZ
www.facebook.com/ASLECAusandNZ
mailto:aslec-anz@interversity.org
mailto:aslec-anz@interversity.org
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We began with a roundtable discussion 
and introductions which highlighted the 
range of disciplinary approaches: we 
had scholars from English, Education, 
Planning and Microbiology. 

Sasha Matthewman (of Auckland 
University’s Department of Education) 
has a longstanding interest in pedagogy 
and the environment; she kindly 
provided a heartening insight into 
applied research and the influence of 
ecocriticism. Sasha’s book Teaching 
English As If the Planet Matters is part 
of a series designed for high school 
teachers that also includes volumes on 
geography and mathematics. Sasha 
spoke about her book, and a current 
project researching environmental 
education with various schools, and her 
links with the stream/bush restoration 
work in Glen Innes with the Mad Ave 
network.   

Ian Clothier, artist, curator and lecturer, 
spoke about the 3rd Nature Exhibition. 
We were treated to images of art work 
that attend to issues of sustainability, 
connection between biota and people 
from around the world: a remarkable 
collection of sculpture, images and 
installation that has toured New 
Mexico, Turkey and New Plymouth, 
with the close collaborative support of 
Huirangi and Te Urutahi Waikereperu: 
“3rd nature involved creativity and    
innovation at the intersection of three 
critical interfaces”:

“*Acknowledging the environmental 
crisis; *Engaging with Maori and 
indigenous peoples; *Engaging 
with Sciences and the Hybrid Arts. 
These three intersecting dialogues 
provided space for a Third Nature, 
a fresh space for engaging with new 
knowledge and approaches vital to a 
sustainable civilisation.” 

In part the work attends to how to 
create the culture to create a sustainable 
society. Ian heads Intercreate, which 
“facilitates projects in the areas of art, 
science, technology and indigenous 
knowledge.”  

Saturday afternoon’s session focused 
on water, its essential and evocative 
capacities across various arenas. 

Stephen Turner (Dept of English, 
University of Auckland) spoke of “The 
Constitutional Force of Water” and 
efforts by an iwi (tribe) near Northland’s 
Lake Omapere to exercise control 
and guardianship of their treasured 
waterbody. Constitutional power, the 
deployment of legal force and the role 
of Parliament and its relationship with 
Maori, and the challenges, limitations 
and insights of the Waitangi Tribunal’s 
Wai 262 report were all canvassed. 
Charles Dawson (ASLEC-ANZ) provided 
some feedback regarding the Wai 262 
report, then moved on to talk around a 
bicultural “theory and practice of rivers” 
(to borrow a phrase from Michigan poet 
Jim Harrison). This included a personal 
reflection about the Whanganui River, his 
journey by canoe with Maori of the river 
and aspects of cultural loss, revival and 
reconciliation.        

Charlotte Šunde and Claude Ehlers 
(University of Auckland) gave an 
engaging presentation on the Fluid City 
project. The Fluid City group is:

A collective of artists, scientists, 
educators and environmental 
researchers are working together to 
raise awareness of water issues in 
Auckland City. They create unique 
interactive art events and engage the 
public with stories, dance, scientific 
explorations and discussion about 
water in different areas of our city.

The audience were taken by the ways 
applied research was shared in the 
public domain, via travelling roadshows  
that feature The Story-Telling Vessel 
(headsets), The Roving Laboratory 
(which opens to reveal a range of 
testing implements, water samples, 
microscopes and hands-on viewing 
opportunities), a Roaming Cinema 
(short films about local water issues) 
and a “site specific choreographed 
dance performance, Blood of Trees.” 
The interaction between science and 
the wider public is central; the lab coats 
were on the streets (for some, it seemed 
as if the aliens had landed) and the links 
between performance and pedagogy 
deepened. How, after nine months 
of planning, to maintain spontaneity? 

They need not have worried: children 
enjoyed the installations and towed 
their grandparents along to learn. 
Science and Fine Arts collaborated and 
learnt about each other along the way, 
while the process of ethics approval for 
broadcasting interview excerpts, e.g., 
were substantial undertakings, as were 
health and safety considerations. But the 
net result was an inspiring event that has 
already had another encore and can be 
revived again as required.        

Saturday closed with two excellent 
poetry readings:
Jeffery Paparoa Holman (University 
of Canterbury) travelled up from 
Christchurch to be with us, and to pick 
up--hot off the press--his memoir The 
Lost Pilot from his publisher. Jeffery read 
haunting evocative poems from Shaken 
Down 6.3 that attend to Christchurch’s 
post-quake cityscapes, as well as river-
laced recollections from The Late Great 
Blackball Bridge Sonnets, poems set on 
the rugged wet West Coast of the South 
Island. We all soaked up his words, and 
took heart from his asides that referred 
to the ways Christchurch artists are 
reclaiming spaces and re-visioning public 
art in that altered cityscape (see Gapfiller 
for more about this movement). 

We were also delighted to welcome Ian 
Wedde, the 2011-13 New Zealand Poet 
Laureate, to our gathering. Ian read from 
his latest book, The Life Guard. New 
Poems 2008-2013 (samples available 
here and here) and entertained us 
between readings with asides about his 
influences, the writing process, imagery, 
the impact of grandchildren on one’s 
view of place, continuity and human 
presence and impact on the planet. 
Ian spoke of the sparks that took hold 
and became the long poems he read to 
us. He also recalled his influential early 
work/writing experiences in the Middle 
East, and the work of the Palestinian 
poet Mahmoud Darwish, the last 
Middle Eastern poet who could fill a 
football stadium for a reading (see Ian’s 
reflection on Darwish, here).   

Sunday opened with a powerful reading 
and performance (featuring Maori / 
Polynesian methods of conch shell 

http://www.education.auckland.ac.nz/uoa/sasha-matthewman
http://www.routledge.com/books/series/PLANMAT/
http://www.madavestudios.co.nz/
http://www.madavestudios.co.nz/
http://www.intercreate.org/2013/04/3rd-nature-photographs/
http://www.intercreate.org/
http://www.waitangitribunal.govt.nz/reports/summary.asp%3Freportid%3D%257bBF981901-5B55-441C-A93E-8E84B67B76E9%257d
http://www.waitangitribunal.govt.nz/reports/summary.asp%3Freportid%3D%257bBF981901-5B55-441C-A93E-8E84B67B76E9%257d
http://www.teara.govt.nz/en/whanganui-places/page-5
Whanganui River,
http://www.creative.auckland.ac.nz/uoa/home/about/our-faculty/schools-programmes-and-centres/transforming-cities/current-research-2/FluidCity
http://www.creative.auckland.ac.nz/uoa/home/about/our-faculty/schools-programmes-and-centres/transforming-cities/current-research-2/FluidCity
http://www.penguin.co.nz/products/9780143568766/the-lost-pilot-a-memoir
http://www.penguin.co.nz/products/9780143568766/the-lost-pilot-a-memoir
http://www.gapfiller.org.nz/
http://www.nzepc.auckland.ac.nz/authors/wedde/
http://www.nzepc.auckland.ac.nz/authors/wedde/
http://nzpoetlaureate.natlib.govt.nz/p/ian-wedde.html
http://nzpoetlaureate.natlib.govt.nz/p/ian-wedde.html
http://www.press.auckland.ac.nz/uoa/uoa/home/browse-books/forthcoming/notices/template/notice_item.jsp%3Fcid%3D534886
http://www.press.auckland.ac.nz/uoa/uoa/home/browse-books/forthcoming/notices/template/notice_item.jsp%3Fcid%3D534886
http://nzpoetlaureate.natlib.govt.nz/2013/05/the-lifeguard-7.html
http://www.nzepc.auckland.ac.nz/kmko/07/ka_mate07_wedde.asp
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playing) as Cath Koa Dunsford entertained 
and moved us with readings from her 
recent books  Kaitiakitanga Pasifika, 
Manawa Toa: Heart Warrior and Ao 
Toa: Earth Warriors.  Dunsford’s books 
are studied in universities in the USA 
and Europe (there are translations into 
German, Turkish and other languages) 
and she was on the authors delegation 
to the Frankfurt Book Fair 2012, where 
NZ was a Guest of Honour. She has 
written over 25 books and helped 
scores of authors publish their works. 
It was great to share in her words and 
stories of activism, work in permaculture 
teaching and outreach with Maori on 
a major scale, and tales of excellent 
feedback from Frankfurt.

Andrew Denton (Film Studies at AUT) 
then shared part of his striking film essay 
Aspects of Trees. This work attends 
to the plight of the arboreal and pine 
forests of Northern British Columbia, 
which are being devastated by Pine 
Beetle.      
 
We then moved to a lively grouping of 
paper presentations. Jeffrey Paparoa 
Holman shared memories of and 
insights into Peter Hooper (1919-1991), 
a NZ West Coast poet, teacher (and 
environmental activist before the phrase 
had been coined here). Hooper was 
a staunch supporter of West Coast 
environments, writers and communities, 
in works like his landmark Our Forests, 
Our Selves, with its chapter “Towards an 
Ethical Response” that drew on Snyder, 
Thoreau and others in an NZ context. 
Throughout Hooper was helping many 
refind that “old affection for earth”, 
helping people re-vision “the ceremony 
of light” on the land (“Afternoon of a 
Company Manager”).  

Kirby-Jane Hallum (University of Otago) 
spoke on “The Nature of Female Beauty 
– Floriography and Victorian Popular 
Fiction”, lead us into a Romantic world 
of garden imagery, literary symbolism 
and Romantic art, with a focus on 
Rhoda Broughton’s Cometh Up as a 
Flower (1867) “in which [Kirby noted] 
the heroine is a Pre-Raphaelite beauty 
whose striking self-representation 
embodies a natural aesthetic. George 

Meredith’s The Egoist (1879) extends 
Broughton’s imbrication of nature with 
natural beauty, re-energising it as a 
concept that is in conversation with 
Darwinian theories of natural selection.” 
Kirby beguiled us with Romantic 
paintings and insights into floral 
symbolism. 

Erin Aitchison (University of Auckland, 
but now in Toronto), took us back 
to NZ and up north to colonial sites 
of (un)settlement and landscape 
transformation in “Alice in Kauriland: 
Names and Character in Jane Mander’s 
The Story of a New Zealand River.” The 
novel was a major inspiration for Jane 
Campion’s The Piano, and Campion was 
mentioned, along with Lewis Carroll, in a 
reading that gave us a new insights into 
the novel, its setting and its structural 
nuances.  As Erin mentioned in her 
abstract, “In a novel filled with carefully 
named objects, flora, books, authors and 
philosophical figures, The River is the 
tale of a fallen Alice. Not just fallen from 
society and banished to the colonies, 
but perhaps another literary Alice who 
falls through a rabbit hole to the other 
side of the world, encountering an 
environment that challenges her very 
sense of self.”

Wrapping up this group of papers was 
ASLEC-ANZ’s very own Tom Bristow, 
who shared insights into Ian Wedde’s 
Wellington-based street-scanning 
urban poetry, its meanders and insights 
into the light industrial (sometimes 
abandoned) urban hinterland awaiting 
gentrification or motorway obliteration. 
Old workshops, metalworks and 
closed factories compete with poetic 
intertextual references. Tom’s presence 
was very welcome and it was excellent 
having him in NZ to promote ASLEC-
ANZ. His talk concluded a dynamic and 
convivial interdisciplinary weekend. 

-Charles Dawson

AJE is an online academic journal 
administered through the National 
Library of Australia. The purpose of 
AJE (the referred, peer-reviewed 
journal of ASLEC–ANZ) is to share 
information and ideas and to encourage 
writing and discussion about literature 
(ecocriticism), culture (ecohumanities), 
and the environment, the relationship 
between them, and ‘the way in which 
cultural change is induced by adaptation 
to the environment’. AJE encourages 
environmentally oriented, nature-literate, 
place-based writing and nurtures 
ecologically informed scholarship of 
literature and other cultural creations. 

The current AJE (Vol. 2) is guest-edited 
by ASLEC-ANZ President, Tom Bristow, 
and ASLEC-ANZ member, Stephen 
Harris, who begin with an adversarial 
editorial titled ‘Ecocritics have never 
been Green’. The tone is set for Ian 
Robert Tyrell’s remarkable essay ‘To the 
Halls of Europe: Theodore Roosevelt’s 
African Jaunt and the Campaign to Save 
Nature by Killing It’. Australians and 
their US colleagues scrutinise the work 
of Leslie Marmon Silko; Walt Whitman; 
William James and Henry David Thoreau 
in the work of John Kinsella; the 
botanical poetry of Australia’s South-
West;  Ralph Eugene Meatyard, and 
Wendell Berry. 

Selected papers from the ASLEC-ANZ 
conference ‘Regarding the Earth’ will 
feature in the next issue of AJE, guest-
edited by Kate Rigby and Linda Williams 
(ASLEC-ANZ VP).

AJe AustrALAsiAN 
JourNAL of eCoCritiCism, 
ANd CuLturAL eCoLogy

http://www.dunsfordpublishing.com/
http://arden.aut.ac.nz/portfolio/andrew.denton
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2014 AsLeC-ANZ CoNfereNCe
AffeCtive hAbitus: 

New eNviroNmeNtAL histories of botANy, ZooLogy ANd emotioNs

19-21 JuNe 2014, humANities reseArCh CeNtre, AustrALiA NAtioNAL uNiversity

Perceptions, values and representations of our relationship 
with the physical environment have been read anew in 
the Anthropocene century through the lens of ecocriticsm 
and affect theory. At present we are witnessing a turn in 
ecocritical theory to the relevance of empathy, sympathy 
and concordance, and how these move across flora and 
fauna; yet ecocriticism has not thorougly considered 
whether human and non-human affect are reducible to 
a theory of the emotions. This conference both seeks 
to refine that turn and to address the interdisciplinary 
shortcoming, while articulating the expansion of the analysis 
of the humanities, ecocritically. Invited speakers include 
Tom Griffiths, Michael Marder, John Plotz, Will Steffen and 
Gillen D’Arcy Wood.

Areas for consideration include:

Anthropocene aesthetics 

Archives, encyclopaedias and images of the natural world

Colonialism: pre-histories and the present

Cultural studies: art, dance, film, literature, music, new 
media, photography, theatre

Ecocriticism and Critical Animal Studies: theory and practice 
of empathy

Ecopsychology

Emotions and the environment: learned feelings and 
historical variability

Environmental history: from the Middle Ages to the present

Global ecologies

Green pedagogy: agency, senses and the lifeworld

Indigenous ecologies

Open to others: more-than-human worlds in  
non-western spaces

Seeds and seed banks

Studio based inquiry in one of the following fields:  
   (a) climate change; 
   (b) botany;
   (c) fauna  (either extinction or migration)

ASLEC-ANZ membership comprises writers, artists, 
cinematographers and musicians as well as academics 
working in and across several areas of the Environmental/
Ecological Humanities, including ecocritical literary and 
cultural studies, environmental history and the history of 
science, anthropology and ecophilosophy. 

The conference website will be released later in 2013.

Further information on plenaries and our collaborators will 
be brought to you via email soon. Please bear in mind that 
we will be looking for abstracts of papers and proposals for 
panels in March/ April next year.  WATCH THIS SPACE!

Selected conference papers will be published in the Animal 
Studies Journal and the Australasian Journal of Ecocriticism 
and Cultural Ecology.
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PostgrAduAte ACtivities ANd AChievemeNts
emmA NiCoLetti

Doing a PhD is equal parts daunting 
and thrilling (with more than a few 
other emotions thrown in the mix too!). 
Daunting because of the piles of existing 
scholarship begging to be read and the 
difficulty of crafting the niche into which 
an original idea fits. Thrilling because 
the engagement with the information 
within those piles, combined with 
the lived experiences of material and 
cultural environments, lies the stimulus 
for articulating an exciting and valuable 
way of knowing and being in the world. 
While the PhD has a reputation of being 
an intensely solitary journey, it is always 
with the generosity and encouragement 
of others—either of supervisors, experts 
in the field, peers, family, etc.—that 
this daunting and thrilling journey 
unfolds. The ASLEC-ANZ postgraduate 
community is another arena in which 
members can find support, advice, 
debate and encouragement during 
and after their postgraduate research. 
Here I would like to introduce a current 
online space where this community is 
developing, as well as highlight some of 
the achievements and activities recently 
undertaken by our postgraduate 
members.  

Since March this year, joint ASLEC-
ANZ postgraduate representative 
Evelyn Tsitas, ASLEC-ANZ’s online 
community development officer 
Cathy Fitzgerald and I have been 
administrating a closed Facebook 
group for postgraduate members. The 
group currently has 15 members. In 
this space conversations have ranged 
from sharing and discussing interesting 
resources and events to debating and 
critiquing representations of ecological-
environmental discourses that appear 
in the media to sharing and supporting 
each other in our achievements. I 
have personally found this forum 
very enriching because it is otherwise 
rare that I have the opportunity 
to converse with such ecocritically 
knowledgeable and interested peers. 
We invite all postgraduate members 
to join the ongoing discussion 

at http://www.facebook.com/
groups/458714104202423/. 

Anne O’Brien, Cathy Fitzgerald and 
I also have had the good fortune to 
involve ourselves in other communities 
through publications, conferences and 
activism. Congratulations to Anne who 
has recently had her article entitled 
“Supporting Soil Fungi to Rebuild 
Soils in Agriculture” accepted for 
publication in an up-coming issue of 
PAN: Philosophy, Activism, Nature. Anne 
also recently presented a paper at the 
Institute of Australian Geographers’ 
conference called “Convivial 
Assemblages in Agriculture.” 

Cathy too has been communicating 
her theoretical research and art 
practice on ecocide and developing 
permanent forests in a variety of ways. 
At the 2013 “Galway Dance Days: Art 
and Geography” Conference of Irish 
Geographers held in Galway Ireland, 
Cathy presented both her doctoral 
work Beyond Ecocide toward Deep 
Sustainability: Stories from a Small Irish 
Forest and her latest film The Black 
Space. At The Gallery in Bournemouth 
England in February this year, she 
presented both her work on Deep 
Sustainability and the Art and Politics 
of Forests and her videos entitled The 
Hollywood Daries 2008-12 and Black 
Night, and she also presented on this 
topic and the film The Hollywood 
Daries 2008-12 in October last year 
at the University College Cork Ireland 
for their new course on Society and 
Sustainability. Additionally, Cathy also 
presented this topic and film at The Red 
Stables Art and Ecology Summer School, 
St Anne’s Park, Dublin in July 2012. Her 
work and theory were subsequently 
reviewed by Karen Till in publication The 
Red Stables Art and Ecology Summer 
School. 

Cathy’s ongoing art-ecology-forest 
transformation project, The Hollywood 
Diaries, has been chosen for a new 

book, inspired by leading Deep 
Ecologist Joanna Macy, Stories from 
the Great Turning (2013), edited by 
Peter Reason and Melanie Newman 
and published by Vala Coop Publishing, 
Bristol. This book has been launched 
in Sydney by deep ecologist John 
Seed and also in London. Cathy has 
also made her theoretical and activist 
work available through two impressive 
online publications: a detailed review 
of Ronald B. Tobias’ 2011 monograph 
Film and the American Moral Vision 
of Nature: Theodore Roosevelt to 
Walt Disney called American Nature 
Film: Representations of Dominion 
and Imperialism; and the speech she 
delivered to the Green Party of Ireland 
and Northern Ireland to end corporate 
ecocide, “Eradicating Ecocide”. 
The content of Cathy’s “Eradicating 
Ecocide” speech is as illuminating about 
the topic of ecocide it is a moving 
personal story. I recommend it not 
only as a “good read”, but also as an 
excellent demonstration of the way 
ecocritical practice can draw attention to 
the nodes that connect people to each 
other and to the places they inhabit—
both material and immaterial—in 
relations grounded in empathy and born 
out in activism. 
   
I am happy to report that the proposed 
political motion put forward by Cathy 
in “Eradicating Ecocide” has been 
unanimously accepted by the Green 
Party of Ireland and Northern Ireland.  
In recognition of this outstanding 
achievement, Cathy received a message 
from the former prime minister of New 
Zealand and current head of UNEP 
Helen Clark, congratulating her on 
the success of this motion. Cathy has 
also been working with the Irish Green 
Party from 2010-12 to write a forestry 
policy document, which was launched 
in May this year. The key point of this 
policy is to move away from clear-fell, 
monoculture plantations and towards 
continuous cover forestry, which is the 
ecological forest model that is the basis 
of Cathy’s PhD project. 

http://www.facebook.com/groups/458714104202423
http://www.facebook.com/groups/458714104202423
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Finally, I have been communicating 
work from my thesis via the following 
avenues. My article entitled “Virtual 
Catastrophe: The Ecologically-Oriented 
Ethics of Jeff Noon’s Pollen” appears 
in the journal Colloquy. Also I very 
recently presented two papers that 
were well-received to audiences 
who, while interested in ecocritical 
concerns, do not engage directly 
with ecocritical scholarship. One was 
at The Asian Conference on Cultural 
Studies held in Osaka on the theme 
of “Intersecting Belongings: Cultural 
Conviviality and Cosmopolitan 
Futures”. My paper entitled 
“Becoming-other to Belong: Radical 
Eco-Cosmopolitanism Subjectivity in 
Jeff Noon’s Nymphomation” further 
extends notion of eco-cosmopolitanism 
developed by Ursula Heise in Sense of 
Place and Sense of Planet. The other 
paper was presented at the Deleuze 
Studies Conference (Asia) held in the 
Tamsui district of Taipei on the theme 
of “Creative Assemblages”. My paper 
entitled “The Ecosophic Analytic 
Assemblage as Ecocritical Reading 
Practice” explored connections between 
ecocriticism and Felix Guattari’s concept 
of an ecological philosophy, which he 
developed in The Three Ecologies and 
Chaosmosis. 

As these brief insights into the work 
being done by current ASLEC-ANZ 
postgraduate members demonstrates, 
the topics in which we are interested, 
on the one hand, diverge widely (from 
agriculture to forestry and activism to 
speculative fiction and postmodern 
philosophy), while on the other hand, 
are underpinned by a shared aim to 
better understand the relations between 
the objects that exist in our world 
(ourselves included). Once again, I 
would like to call for other postgraduate 
members of ASLEC-ANZ to help add 
to the robustness of our group and 
share your triumphs and interests with 
our community at www.facebook.com/
groups/458714104202423/. 

Position Title  
Associate Professor or Professor   

Job Title  
Director of environmental Arts and Humanities and Associate Professor or 
Professor of [appropriate school(s)]

Position summary 
The Graduate school invites applications for the position of Director of 
environmental Arts and Humanities, which is a full-time, 1.00 FTe, 9-month, 
tenured or tenure-track position with appointment as an Associate Professor 
or Professor in an appropriate school or schools. Appointment will be at a rank 
appropriate to qualifications.

In a time of unpredictable change, a university’s challenge is urgent and essential: 
to build knowledge and understanding that can be the foundation of new forms of 
cultural and ecological thriving on a chaotic, increasingly crowded planet. Some of 
this knowledge will come from scientific research. Much of the understanding will 
come from the arts and humanities. The true breakthroughs will come from science, 
arts, and humanities in conversation. The goals of the Environmental Arts and 
Humanities at Oregon State are to (1) empower the arts and humanities to inform 
and advance the public discourse on environmental challenges, and to (2) create 
opportunities -- primarily, an M.A. in Environmental Arts and Humanities -- where 
humanities, arts, and science scholars can bring their minds together in an exercise 
of the human imagination truly worthy of our challenges. 

The Director of Environmental Arts and Humanities is directly responsible for 
advancing the educational, research, and public-import goals of the Environmental 
Arts and Humanities. The Director will implement the proposed new OSU M.A. in 
Environmental Arts and Humanities, building coalitions of support and excellence.  
As a scholar, the Director will conduct her or his research or artistic endeavors in 
environmental arts and humanities.  She or he will teach graduate-level courses in 
the Environmental Arts and Humanities curriculum and advise students. The Director 
will bring the creative, collaborative energy of the environmental arts and humanities 
together with OSU’s internationally respected environmental and natural resources 
sciences, to advance the University’s mission to promote “. . . social, cultural, and 
environmental progress for the people of Oregon, the nation and the world.” 

For the position of Director of Environmental Arts and Humanities, we seek a leader 
-- a champion of the environmental arts and humanities, with a demonstrated record 
of inspiring and leading interdisciplinary programs and successful collaborations 
among groups of scholars with different disciplinary backgrounds. Applicants should 
be fully literate in both science and in the humanities, understanding both empirical/
scientific and conceptual/imaginative approaches to environmental problems and 
the necessity of partnerships among them. Because progress on environmental 
problems requires collaborations across cultures and continents, we especially seek 
applications from people with diverse backgrounds. The successful candidate will 
have an active research program, a strong record of publication or other scholarly/
creative contributions, and national or international recognition.  

For information on this position please contact Carly Lettero, Program Director, 
Environmental Arts and Humanities, Oregon State University.   
Carly.Lettero@oregonstate.edu. 

Job oPPortuNity
oregoN stAte uNiversity

www.facebook.com/groups
www.facebook.com/groups
mailto:Carly.Lettero@oregonstate.edu
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pean	   to	  melbourne:	   a	   psychogeographic	   postcard	   plus	   emotional	   contours	   (with	  
text	  from	  w.g.	  sebald’s	  vertigo)	  

	  

on	  monday	  I	  walked	  down	  LA	  TROBE	  STREET	  and	  was	  happy	  at	  the	  building	  opposite	  
FLAGSTAFF	   GARDENS.	   	   i	   had	   no	   idea	   why	   anyone	   would	   name	   gardens	   in	   this	  
manner.	  now,	  drawing	  from	  pervious	  knowledge	  of	  other	  places,	  i	  can	  imagine	  that	  
it	  relates	  to	  colonial	  history.	  message	  flags	  to	  inform	  residents	  of	  a	  ship	  coming	  in	  to	  

port.	   now	   i	   was	   less	   curious	   about	  
MELBOURNE’s	   25,000	   native	   trees	   and	   25,000	  
non-‐native	  trees.	  however,	  my	  body	  was	  drawn	  
into	  the	  space	  by	  the	  high	  rise	  building,	  for	  the	  
angular	   recess	   of	   the	   facia	   brought	   forth	   other	  
things	   in	   the	   street	   and	   added	   to	   the	   already	  
spacious	  atmosphere.	   i	  know	  the	  city	   is	  named	  
after	   an	   english	   premier,	   WILLIAM	   LAMB	   2nd	  
viscount	  melbourne.	  his	  wife	  had	  a	  pubic	  affair	  
with	   lord	   byron.	   but	   if	   only	   the	   english	   had	  
those	   10	   acre	   squares,	   with	   streets	   30	   mtrs	  
wide	  and	  200	  apart….	  

i’m	   used	   to	   being	   pressed	   in.	   the	   recess	   saved	  
me	  and	  brought	  the	  life	  of	  the	  street	  into	  view.	  i	  
became	  perplexed.	  at	  what	  looked	  like	  maples.	  
in	   leaf.	   some	   still	   with	   chlorophyll.	   still.	   	   and	  

then	   wind.	   they	   seem	   to	   have	   forgotten	   about	   winter.	   now	   embarrassed	   while	  
reading	  SCOTTISH	  trees	  and	  these	  were	  victorian.	  blushing,	  i	  did	  not	  avert	  my	  gaze;	  i	  
chose	  to	  learn	  bodily.	  	  	  my	  face	  was	  red.	  i	  had	  slid	  into	  my	  memories	  of	  a	  past	  life.	  or	  
rather,	  the	  memories	  (at	   least	  so	   it	  seemed	  to	  me)	  rose	  higher	  and	  higher	   in	  some	  
space	  outside	  of	  myself,	  until,	  having	  reached	  a	  certain	  level,	  they	  overflowed	  from	  
that	   space	   into	   me,	   like	   water	   over	   the	   top	   of	   a	   weir.	   	   to	   my	   mind	   from	   some	  
distance	   it	   was	   a	   supercharged	   moment	   of	   walking	   wherein	   the	   past	   eventually	  
dissolved	  and	  i	  felt	  better	  connected	  to	  the	  new	  world	  with	  leaves	  after	  the	  winter	  
solstice.	  it	  was	  still	  odd.	  

now	  as	  I	  walked	  to	  the	  site	  of	  the	  new	  blue	  park,	  it	  came	  to	  mind	  that	  -‐	  much	  like	  our	  
converted	   docklands	   in	   EAST	  
LONDON	   -‐	   this	   place	   was	   once	  
home	   to	   the	   dispossessed.	   	   these	  
places	  always	  were.	  

now	   while	   red	   glow	   of	   dawn	  
breaks	   over	   the	   roofs	   and	   domes	  
of	   the	  city,	   sleepers	   stir	   in	   the	  no	  
man’s	   land	  where	   they	  had	  spent	  
the	  night,	  prop	  themselves	  up	  and	  
begin	   to	   rummage	   through	   their	  
belongings,	   eating	   a	   bite	   or	  
drinking	   a	   little	   and	   stowing	   it	  
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carefully	  again.	  	  several	  would	  be	  moving	  among	  their	  brothers	  and	  sisters	  still	  lying	  
on	  the	  ground,	  as	  if	  they	  were	  preparing	  for	  the	  
next	   stage	   of	   an	   arduous	   and	   never-‐ending	  
journey.	  only	   just	  able	  to	  recall	  the	  huge	  sky	  at	  
night,	  where	  stars	  came	  out	  over	  the	  glowering	  
cranes	   and	   warehouses	   in	   such	   vast	   numbers	  
they	  appeared	  to	  touch	  one	  another.	  

before	   them	   lay	   the	   fading	   lustre	   of	   our	   world	  
from	  the	  vantage	  point	  of	  melbourne,	  at	  which	  
we	   never	   tire	   of	   looking,	   as	   though	   it	   were	   a	  
celestial	  city.	  

celestial	   YES,	   as	   it	   is	   a	   playground;	   such	   good	  
humour	   and	   light	   conversations	   between	   the	  
buildings,	   so	   many	   architectural	   moments	   to	  
enjoy,	   and	  
know	   that	  

worldiness	   is	   a	   tautology.	   to	   become	   a	   part	   of	  
the	   city's	   interaction	   is	   to	   be	   in	   a	   world.	   how	  
else	  can	  one	  be?	  

and	  when	  I	  celebrated	  this,	  i	  fell	  into	  the	  vacancy	  
into	   which	   all	   fragments	   of	   history,	   experience	  
and	   emotion	   dissolve.	   a	   vacancy	   that	   still	  
conveys	  something	  of	  the	  creative	  energy	  in	  this	  
world.	  which	  only	  hours	  ago	   in	  the	  morning	  sun	  
must	   have	   filled	   the	   people	   of	   this	   city	   and	   its	  
visitors	  with	  delight.	  

HOLY	   MELBOURNE	   pray	   for	   us,	   that	   we	   may	   be	  
safely	  
delivered	  
into	  
temporally	  embodied	  states	  of	  being.	  

and	   situated	   self-‐feelings.	   and	   most	   mercifully	  
saved	   from	   cynicism	   and	   misanthropy	   as	   we	  
attain	  a	  planetary	  imaginary	  within	  our	  cities.	  	  

so	   that	   we	   may	   celebrate:	   the	   miracle	   of	   life	  
born	   of	   carbon.	   and	   bequeath	   to	   our	   youth:	  
hope	  in	  the	  future;	  happiness	  in	  the	  present.1	  

[This	  was	  not	  presented	  at	  RMIT’s	  Global	  Cities	  
Conference	  ‘People	  and	  Planet:	  Tranforming	  the	  
Future’	  2-‐4	  July,	  2013	  as	  part	  of	  ‘Bioregionalism,	  
Eco-‐cosmopolitanism	   and	   International	  
Regionalism’	  as	  it	  was	  deemed	  inappropriate.]	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
1	  See	  John	  Strachey’s	  The	  Menace	  of	  Fascism	  (1933).	  
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Discussion List
A belated welcome to all members 
to the ASLEC-ANZ discussion group. 
The purpose of the list (aslec-anz@
interversity.org) is to foster interaction 
and collegiality amongst members. 
You are welcome to post questions, 
information and comments directly to 
the list. It is a resource for you. Send 
ASLEC-ANZ-related messages or 
questions to: aslec-anz@interversity.
org. Be careful when you are replying 
to “digests.” In the spirit of open 
discussion, the whole membership will 
have access to your replies. Also, note 
that, at this point, the list doesn’t display 
PDFs and other attachments. Send those 
to me for special posting. For queries 
specific to me, please use jryan9@our.
ecu.edu.au rather than the list address. I 
encourage you to take advantage of this 
excellent opportunity to draw from the 
knowledge, expertise and vision of our 
members. For example, this is a fantastic 
means for learning about Australian 
ecocriticism and receiving leads for 
literature, for those of your embarking 
on new projects  or postgraduate 
degrees. 

ASLEC-ANZ on Facebook
We’re now on Facebook. Please friend 
ASLEC-ANZ and post comments, 
information on upcoming events and 
updates on your work to:

www.facebook.com/ASLECAusandNZ

New Wordpress Website Coming!
Within the next couple months, we will 
retire our original site:

www.aslec-anz.asn.au

And switch over exclusively to our new 
web platform:

http://aslecanz.wordpress.com

Please make sure to update your browser 
favourites. The old site will eventually 
be mirrored to the new Wordpress 
site, meaning that you should still be 
able to type in the original URL to 

get to the new one. The Wordpress 
platform has a number of advantages, 
including social media inputs. Look out 
for our forthcoming e-payment portal 
to facilitate membership renewals and 
donations. 

Welcome to New and Returning 
Members
Clare Archer-Leane (University of 
Sunshine Coast): Clare is interested 
in how eco-critical approaches might 
widen our understanding of significant 
modernist and post-modernist works of 
the twentieth and twenty-first century.  
Clare’s past research has focused on 
identity and representation, particularly 
the motif of the non-human animal and 
the use re-presentation. 

Vanessa Bible (PhD candidate, University 
of New England): Vanessa is interested 
in changing notions of place and 
belonging in the Northern Rivers region 
of NSW. 

Danielle Clode (Lecturer in English and 
Creative Writing, Flinders University)

Ian Clothier (Senior Academic at 
Western Institute of Technology at 
Taranaki): Ian is an electronic artist, 
curator, nDirector of Intercreate 
Research Centre (intercreate.org) and 
founding Director with Trudy Lane 
and Nina Czegledy of SCANZ (Solar 
Circuit Aotearoa New Zealand). SCANZ 
is Aotearoa New Zealand’s leading 
art, technology and culture event. His 
research interests include integrated 
systems, nonlinearity, cultural hybridity 
and interconnection.

Molly Duggins (Independent 
Researcher): Molly received her PhD in 
art history from the University of Sydney 
in October 2012 with a thesis on the 
assemblage of nature in the antipodean 
album. Her research interests include 
colonial visual culture, album studies, 
collecting practices, and the intersection 
of nature and the decorative arts.  I 
am currently researching and writing 
on seaweeds and ferns in nineteenth-

century colonial visual culture.

Sasha Matthewman (Senior Research 
Fellow at the University of Auckland): 
Sasha is currently exploring the potential 
of ecocriticism to develop Education for 
Sustainability within English teaching. 
Her book Teaching Secondary English 
as if the Planet Matters (Routledge 
2010) was the first in the series Teaching 
School Subjects as if the Planet Matters 
which she co-edits with John Morgan.

Grace Moore (University of Melbourne): 
Grace is a Dickens scholar with 
additional research interests in crime 
fiction, contemporary writing and Neo-
Victorianism, as well as a developing 
interest in the environmental humanities. 
She is, at present, working on a study 
of nineteenth-century Australian settler 
literature representing bushfires and she 
has written several articles about fire in 
the Victorian period.  From 2013 to 2017 
Grace will be a senior research fellow at 
the Melbourne node of the Centre for 
the History of Emotions, working within 
the ‘Shaping the Modern’ program.

John Morgan (Professor at University 
of Auckland): A key focus of John’s 
research is geographical education, 
where he has published widely. Focus 
on this area has led to a wider interest 
in curriculum studies and curriculum 
change and John’s more recent work 
focuses on the social and cultural 
aspects of educational politics.

Paul Pulé (Men Alive Australia): Interests 
include ecophilosophy, ecofeminism, 
ecomasculinities, social ecology, deep 
ecology, sustainability, environmental 
ethics. Paul is a returning member, 
welcome back. 

Editor’s Note: My apologies to new or 
returning members I may have missed. 
If you’d like your profile included in the 
next newsletter, please do let me know 
by email: jryan9@our.ecu.edu.au. 

CommuNiCAtioNs  
rePort
JohN ryAN

mailto:aslec-anz@interversity.org
mailto:aslec-anz@interversity.org
mailto:aslec-anz@interversity.org
mailto:aslec-anz@interversity.org
mailto:jryan9@our.ecu.edu.au
mailto:jryan9@our.ecu.edu.au
www.facebook.com/ASLECAusandNZ
www.aslec-anz.asn.au
http://aslecanz.wordpress.com
intercreate.org
mailto:jryan9@our.ecu.edu.au
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books AvAiLAbLe 
for review

JohN ryAN

I have a short list of titles available for 
review. Reviews of 500-1000 words are 
required 3 months after receipt and will 
appear in the ASLEC-ANZ newsletter. 
Due to shipping costs, I am only able to 
send books within Australia. To register 
your interest, please email me at:

jryan9@our.ecu.edu.au.

Ciferae: A Bestiary in Five Fingers 
(Tom Tyler, 2012, University of Minnesota 
Press)

Feminist Ecocriticism: Environment, 
Women, and Literature (ed. Douglas 
Vakoch, 2012, Lexington Books)

Limen (poetry by Susan Hawthorne, 
2013, Spinefex Press, Melbourne)

People and Places of Nature and 
Culture (Rod Giblett, 2011, Intellect 
Press)

Unbraided Lines: Essays in 
Environmental Thinking and Writing 
(John Ryan, 2013, Common Ground 
Publishers)
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Speaking the Earth’s Languages: A Theory for Australian-Chilean Postcolonial Poetics

Published by Rodopi  (Amsterdam & New York).  www.rodopi.nl/senj.asp?BookId=CC+159

Speaking the Earth’s Languages brings together for the first time critical discussions of postcolonial 
poetics from Australia and Chile. The book crosses multiple languages, landscapes, and disciplines, 
and draws on a wide range of both oral and written poetries, in order to make strong claims about the 
importance of ‘a nomad poetics’ – not only for understanding Aboriginal or Mapuche writing practices 
but, more widely, for the problems confronting contemporary literature and politics in colonized 
landscapes.

The book begins by critiquing canonical examples of non-indigenous postcolonial poetics. Incisive 
re-readings of two icons of Australian and Chilean poetry, Judith Wright (1915–2000) and Pablo 
Neruda (1904–1973), provide rich insights into non-indigenous responses to colonization in the wake 
of modernity. The second half of the book establishes compositional links between Aboriginal and 
Mapuche poetics, and between such oral and written poetics more generally.

The book’s final part develops an ‘emerging synthesis’ of contemporary Aboriginal and Mapuche 
poetics, with reference to the work of two of the most important avant-garde Aboriginal and Mapuche 
poets of recent times, Lionel Fogarty (1958–) and Paulo Huirimilla (1973–).

Speaking the Earth’s Languages uses these fascinating links between Aboriginal and Mapuche poetics as 
the basis of a deliberately nomadic, open-ended theory for an Australian–Chilean postcolonial poetics. 
“The central argument of this book,” the author writes, “is that a nomadic poetics is essential for a 
genuinely postcolonial form of habitation, or a habitation of colonized landscapes that doesn’t continue 
to replicate colonialist ideologies involving indigenous dispossession and environmental exploitation.”

member PubLiCAtioNs ANd News

stuArt Cooke

Departure into Cloud

Vagabond Press (Sydney)   http://vagabondpress.net/products/stuart-cooke-departure-into-cloud

Departure into Cloud traces a line between the earth and the sky. Beginning with the seeds of an 
organic, composting language beneath our feet, it grows into a breathing, sentient world before finally 
bursting into a cloud of almost-forms, where vaporous language tickles the edges of dense matter.

www.rodopi.nl/senj.asp
http://vagabondpress.net/products/stuart
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Sufficient Grace 

(Scribe 2012) http://scribepublications.com.au/books-authors/title/sufficient-grace/

My first novel, Sufficient Grace has received the following attention:

• Longlisted for the 2013 Stella Prize, February 2013
• Shortlisted for the NSW Premier’s Literary Awards, UTS Glenda Adams Award for New Writing,  

April 2013 
• Shortlisted and Commended for the ASLE book award in Environmental Creative Writing, May 2013. 
• Longlisted for the 2013 Warwick Prize for Writing, Warwick (UK) and Monash University, June 2013. 

The winner will receive £25,000 and theopportunity to take up a short placement at the University of 
Warwick. (The shortlist will be announced in August at Melbourne Writers Festival; the winner will be 
announced in London in autumn.

Ruth and her cousin Naomi live in rural Wisconsin, part of an isolated religious community. The girls’ lives 
are ruled by the rhythms of nature — the harsh winters, the hunting seasons, the harvesting of crops — 
and by their families’ beliefs. Beneath the surface of this closed, frozen world, hidden dangers lurk.

Then Ruth learns that Naomi harbours a terrible secret. She searches for solace in the mysteries of the 
natural world: broken fawns, migrating birds, and the strange fish deep beneath the ice. Can the girls’ 
prayers for deliverance be answered?

Sufficient Grace is a story of lost innocence and the unfailing bond between two young women. It is at 
once devastating and beautiful, and ultimately transcendent.

Reviews
‘As disturbing as they are, there are stories that demand to be written. This is such a story, delivered by a 
writer of remarkable talent. Long after reading Sufficient Grace you will not forget it, and will be left with 
wanting more from Amy Espeseth.’

TONY BIRCH, author of _Blood_ and _Shadowboxing_

‘Sufficient Grace is one of those rare début novels whose narrative progresses through allusion rather 
than assertion … I am reminded of Cormac McCarthy’s apocalyptic Blood Meridian (1985): its biblical 
lyricism and themes of violence, power, and sin.’

AUSTRALIAN BOOK REVIEW

member PubLiCAtioNs ANd News

Amy esPeseth

http://scribepublications.com.au/books-authors/title/sufficient
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Mud Map: A first collection of experimental writing by Australian women for the new century

www.textjournal.com.au/speciss/issue17/content.htm
Publication Date: April 2013

Editors:
Moya Costello, Anna Gibbs, Barbara Brooks, Rosslyn Prosser

This ground-breaking collection of experimental writing by Australian women is the first of its kind for 
the 21st century. It is published as an electronic collection. Digital works – such as e-poetry, game-
based fiction and locative works – all draw on experimental traditions at least as much as they do on 
conventional genres. This electronic publication engages with questions of the place of experimental 
women’s writing in the digital age. The writing featured in this landmark anthology of Australian  
women’s experimental writing is in the vein of the maps made by collections of the 1970s and 1980s, 
such as Mother, I’m Rooted (edited by Kate Jennings; Outback Press, 1975 and F(r)ictions (edited by 
Anna Gibbs and Alison Tilson: Sybylla Feminist Press. 1982). The editors of this collection use the idea of 
a mud map to represent nothing so fixed as a community, nor a hierarchy of influence (as from teachers 
to students), but a rhizomatic, dynamic network of enabling connections, creating a shifting terrain 
revealing overlapping writing networks that persist, mutate and grow, as new writers emerge and new 
publications appear. These connections are created through publications, reading venues, university 
writing programs and  the writing groups spawned by them. The works presented form one of the 
largest collections seen in Text.

member PubLiCAtioNs ANd News

bArbArA hoLLowAy

Book chapter: “The Poetics of Decolonisation: Reading Carpentaria in a Feminist Ecocritical Frame” 
in Simon Estok, Greta Gaard, Serpil Oppermann (eds), International Perspectives in Feminist 
Ecocriticism, London: Routledge, pp. 120-136.

Exploring environmental literature from a feminist perspective, this volume presents a diversity of 
feminist ecocritical approaches to affirm the continuing contributions, relevance, and necessity of 
a feminist perspective in environmental literature, culture, and science. Feminist ecocriticism has a 
substantial history, with roots in second- and third-wave feminist literary criticism, women’s environmental 
writing and social change activisms, and eco-cultural critique, and yet both feminist and ecofeminist 
literary perspectives have been marginalized. The essays in this collection build on the belief that the 
repertoire of violence (conceptual and literal) toward nature and women comprising our daily lives 
must become central to our ecocritical discussions, and that basic literacy in theories about ethics are 
fundamental to these discussions. The book offers an international collection of scholarship that includes 
ecocritical theory, literary criticism, and ecocultural analyses, bringing a diversity of perspectives in 
terms of gender, sexuality, and race. Reconnecting with the histories of feminist and ecofeminist literary 
criticism, and utilizing new developments in postcolonial ecocriticism, animal studies, queer theory, 
feminist and gender studies, cross-cultural and international ecocriticism, this timely volume develops a 
continuing and international feminist ecocritical perspective on literature, language, and culture.

kAte rigby

www.textjournal.com.au/speciss/issue17/content.htm
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Book chapter

Summerson, Rupert. 2012. ‘Protection of Wilderness and Aesthetic Values in Antarctica’. 

In, F. Huettmann (ed) Protection of the Three Poles. Tokyo: springer.

The Arctic, the Antarctic, and the Hindu Kush-Himalayas form a unique trio called the three poles. Mainly 
composed of snow, rock, and ice, these precious regions contain vast areas of wilderness for humanity. 
Together they make up the primary water resource of this planet and directly shape our climate. This 
book presents a first-ever global assessment and progressive review of the three poles and the urgent 
need for their protection. Sins of the past have irrevocably harmed these regions, and the future looks 
bleak with the global population reaching 9 billion by 2060 and climate change on the rise. Presented 
here is a wide-reaching and coherent overview of the poles’ biodiversity, habitats, and ongoing 
destruction. Failed protection and social targets set by the United Nations and other bodies are exposed 
while economic growth and urban sprawl continue unabated. Polar regions play a major role on the 
global agenda as they are rich in oil and other resources, marking them for contamination, overfishing, 
and further degradation. The chapters are written by experts in their fields, and their evidence leaves 
no doubt that we already live beyond our carrying capacity on a finite space. A global protection role 
model and several outlook scenarios are proposed to help set in motion polar protection priorities that 
are actually valid. That way, it may not be too late to salvage this huge, last wilderness so relevant for the 
well-being of humanity and at least protect what is still left.

member PubLiCAtioNs ANd News

ruPert summersoN



LIMEN

An adventure tale in verse spare as haiku and seductive as undertow.
Ominous, riveting, beautiful. And exquisitely illustrated.
—Robin Morgan

Susan Hawthorne is a 
poet, novelist and non-
fiction writer with ten 
authored books and 
ten anthologies. She is 
Adjunct Professor in 
the Writing Program at 
James Cook University, 
Townsville and also a 
publisher. She grew up in 
the Riverina and indulges 
her love of the country 
by ‘going bush’ regularly. 
She is passionate about 
ecology, concerned about 
climate change and has a 
great love for animals.

        Susan
     Hawthorne

Art by Jeanné Browne

When two women and a dog 
set off on a holiday they have no 
inkling of what’s to come.

They wake to find the river has 
crept up silently during the 
night. Trapped by floodwater, 
they devise escape routes only to 
be faced with more obstacles at 
every turn.

Only the dog remains calm.
This novella grips you with its 
language, its pace, its anxieties.

this tiny crack

in our lives

wind and rain strewn 

stranded on the limen

that space between

water and sky

rain and sun

cold and heat

www.spinifexpress.com.au

ISBN: 9781742198606
Release Date: June 2013
RRP: $24.95
eBook: $14.95
Review, interview:
publicity@spinifexpress.com.au
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CALL for PAPers
2013 PeACe studies CoNfereNCe: miNiNg iN A sustAiNAbLe worLd

Mining in a sustainable World: 
environmental, social, and Political 
economic Issues

Interdisciplinary Conference
13-15 October 2013
university of New england, Armidale, 
NsW, Australia
To be opened by Dr Jim Maher, Mayor, 
Armidale Dumaresq Council.

Confirmed speakers 
Assoc Prof Will Rifkin, Chair in Social 
Performance, Centre for Social 
Responsibility in Mining, Sustainable 
Minerals Institute, University of 
Queensland 

Lee Rhiannon, Federal Senator, 
Australian Greens
 
Sharyn Munro, author of Rich Land, 
Wasteland 

Prof Amarjit Kaur, UNE Business School: 
‘Not in my  backyard: Lynas Corp , the 
rare earth refinery in  Malaysia and 
Himpunan Hijau (Green Gathering) 
Movement’ 

Scot MacDonald, Member of the 
Legislative Council in NSW 

Adam Blakester or Dr Gavin Mudd, 
Director, Mineral Policy Institute 

Dr Bert Jenkins, Senoir Lecturer, Peace 
Studies, UNE: ‘Lessons from Panguna’
 
Dr Amanda Kennedy, Snr Lecturer/
Deputy Director, Australian Centre for 
Agriculture & Law, UNE
 
Dr Jacqueline Williams, Senior 
Researcher, Australian Centre for 
Agriculture and Law

Methuen Morgan, PhD student, School 
of Behavioural, Cognitive & Social 
Sciences, UNE

Proposals for papers from a range of 
disciplines are encouraged, particularly if 
they are multidisciplinary.

Questions to be considered include
• What is the relationship between 

mining and sustainability? Given 
that extraction is generally a once-
off process, is mining generating 
enough public finances to pay 
for long-term environmental 
consequences, such as disposal 
of radioactive waste? Are future 
generations, farmlands and the 
environment being adequately 
protected through governance? Is 
the precautionary principle being 
utilised sufficiently, for example with 
regard to underground water and 
carbon emissions?

• What are the economic advantages 
and disadvantages of mining 
booms? Are the benefits of mining 
being distributed equitably? How 
much employment does it generate, 
and is this employment sustainable? 
Are mining companies faced with 
too much red tape? What are the 
impacts of Fly-In Fly-Out practices 
on rural communities and on 
workers?  What is the impact of 
mining on Aboriginal communities?

• What are the ethics of allowing 
mining on public lands, such as 
nature reserves and state forests? 
What ethical dilemmas arise over 
corporate and government access 
to private land? Do communities 
have adequate control over 
disputed practices such as coal 
seam gas extraction? What are 
the various dimensions and 
elements of the conflicts between 
communities, mining companies 
and governments? Can they be 
resolved or transformed, and if so, 
how? What is the role of protest 
and nonviolence (including use of 
the arts and new social media) in 
ensuring sustainability and equity? 

What new social movements are 
forming around mining issues?

• What mining is essential? What 
alternatives to mining exist, such as 
through reductions in consumption, 
better energy efficiency, 
development of renewable energy? 
Where should public funding be 
directed?

*                      *                      *

All papers will be eligible for submission 
to a special edition of the International 
Journal of Rural Law and Policy, a peer-
reviewed, open access journal.

Members of community groups are 
eligible to apply to run workshops. 
Interactive sessions are preferable, 
and innovative delivery techniques are 
encouraged. Artistic/musical/cultural 
presentations are strongly encouraged 
to apply.

We want to allow the delegates to 
gain a ‘big picture’ of mining issues. 
Therefore, to encourage delegates to 
attend sessions in a variety of disciplines, 
there will be minimal streaming, 
although venues and processes will be 
available for delegates to self-organise 
additional sessions of particular interest, 
under the principles of ‘open space’ 
organising (see http://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/Open_Space_Technology).

This conference aims to be both of a 
high academic standard and widely-
accessible to the general public. In 
contrast with the expensive nature 
of many industry and, to a lesser 
extent, academic conferences, and to 
resuscitate the notion of universities 
as places for universal learning as a 
public good (rather than competitive 
corporatised businesses), this conference 
will have a minimal registration fee. A 
degree of self-sufficiency with regards 
to accommodation and transport is 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Open_Space_Technology
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Open_Space_Technology
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expected (although advice will be 
provided).

Who should come
• Environmental educators
• Mining company representatives 

and employees
• Academics, including social, 

economic, political and 
environmental scientists

• Local government staff from 
sustainability, environment, and 
planning services

• Natural resources management 
staff|

• People working in landcare, 
rivercare or environmental 
management

• Social and environmental activists
• Concerned members of the 

community

Proposals for papers
Please send an abstract of your 
proposed paper, consisting of no more 
than 350 words, by 31 July. If your paper 
is accepted, powerpoint presentations 
will need to be submitted by 21 
September.

Proposals for papers in the area of 
economics should go to Dr David 
Hadley at the UNE Business School: 
dhadley@une.edu.au

Proposals for other areas should go to 
Dr Jacqueline Williams at the Australian 
Centre for Agriculture and Law:  
jwilli53@une.edu.au

General enquiries may be directed to Dr 
Marty Branagan, Peace Studies, UNE: 
marty.branagan@une.edu.au or 02-6773 
3951

Registration details to be advised.

Armidale Information and 
Accommodation
http://www.armidaletourism.com.au/

http://www.visitnsw.com/visitor-
information-centres/armidale-visitor-
information-centre

http://www.localguidesigns.com.au/
armidale-tourism/armidale_attractions.
php

mailto:dhadley@une.edu.au
mailto:jwilli53@une.edu.au
mailto:marty.branagan@une.edu.au
http://www.armidaletourism.com.au
http://www.visitnsw.com/visitor-information-centres/armidale
http://www.visitnsw.com/visitor-information-centres/armidale
http://www.localguidesigns.com.au/armidale-tourism/armidale_attractions.php
http://www.localguidesigns.com.au/armidale-tourism/armidale_attractions.php
http://www.localguidesigns.com.au/armidale-tourism/armidale_attractions.php


http://
www.flickr.com/

photos/mimk/2930129801/in/set-
72157594204484741/

What is the nature of nature? From climate 
change to species extinction nature presents 
significant material, social and intellectual 
challenges. This Symposium explores the 
ways in which the humanities are responding 
to these challenges, by investigating the 
cultural, historical and ethical frameworks 
that shape our relationship to the species 
and ecologies on which we all depend.

Convened by Gay hawkins and Peter harrison

Hosted by the Centre for Critical and Cultural Studies 
and the Centre for the History of European Discourses

14 – 15 noVeMBer 2013
THE UNIVERSITY OF QUEENSLAND, ST LUCIA

speakers:
Jane Carruthers 

Felicity Collins 

Stephen Gaukroger

Ross Gibson

Tom Griffiths

Peter Harrison

Gay Hawkins

Lesley Head

Matthew Kearnes

Janet Laurence

Iain McCalman 

Caroline Rothwell

Thom van Dooren

Christian Witte

Programme and registration  www.humanities.org.au or 02 6125 9860 

the 44th annual syMPosiuM 
Australian Academy of the Humanities

enVironMental 
huManities

The quesTion ofnature



Mining in a Sustainable World:
Environmental, Social, and

Political Economic Issues

Peace Studies, coordinator of the Master of Environmental Advocacy degree, invites you to attend

An Interdisciplinary 
Conference

13-15 October 2013
University of New England 
Armidale, NSW, Australia

CALL FOR PAPERS
We invite proposals for papers on the 
theme of sustainability and mining from 
a range of disciplines, particularly if the 
papers are interdisciplinary.

For more information, or to send an abstract, contact

http://www.une.edu.au/humanities/peace-studies-conference.php



shaping the modern conference

The Australian Centre, The ARC Centre of Excellence for the History of Emotions 
(Europe 1100-1800) and The University of Melbourne present:

A source of survival, comfort and terror, humans have struggled to control and harness fire 
since its discovery tens of thousands of years ago.   This symposium will address emotional 
responses to fires in literature and history, looking particularly at how the fleeting 
destruction of a blaze is conveyed in narrative terms.  Participants will be invited to consider 
a dialogue between ancient and modern representations of fire (including the mythical) and 
the affective responses that they evoke. Speakers are also encouraged to address the role 
that fictional representations of burning landscapes or cityscapes can play in the aftermath 
of a major disaster.

historyofemotions.org.au    australian-centre.unimelb.edu.au

FIRE STORIES

Image: Credit Fire, by Giuseppe Arcimboldi (1527 ca- 1593), oil on panel, © The British Library Board (11048399).

CONFIRMED KEYNOTE SPEAKERS: 

Dr. Danielle Clode (Flinders University), Professor Bill Gammage (Australian National 
University), Associate Professor Alan Krell (College of Fine Arts, UNSW), Associate 
Professor Pablo Mukherjee (University of Warwick).

TOPICS MAY INCLUDE:

• Fire and mythology

• Disaster narratives/environmental 
catastrophe

• The ecology of fire

• Representations of bushfires/
wildfires

• Climate change

• Performing fire/ the aesthetics of fire

• The poetics of the flame

• Fire in the colonies

• Sati

• Fire and colonial settlers

• Indigenous representations of fire

• Fire and childhood

• Fire and folklore

• Fire and national identity

• Firescapes and emotions

• Psychological responses to fires

• Survivor stories

• Fire and memory

• Artefacts/conservation

• Trauma

• Arson/pyromania

• Campfires

• The domestic hearth

• Destruction/reconstruction

CALL FOR ABSTRACTS

Please send abstracts to:

fire-stories@unimelb.edu.au 
by no later than August 31st 2013.  
Please note that the conference will 
incorporate a symposium to be convened by 
the Australian Centre, On Species: 
Narrative, Indigeneity, Ecology.  This 
symposium will take place on Wednesday 
December 4 and a program will be released 
in due course. Confirmed keynote speaker: 
Professor Ursula Heise (UCLA).

Dates: 4-6 December 2013
Location: The University of Melbourne



Date: 19–21 June 2014 
Location: The Rachel Carson Center for Environment and Society, Munich, Germany 
Conveners: John Meyer (RCC/Humboldt State University) and Jens Kersten (RCC/LMU Munich) 
 
 
While environmental challenges including climate change threaten the very fabric of our lives, such 
that the present course of our societies appears literally unsustainable, ambitious efforts to address 
these rarely seem to resonate with the everyday concerns and ideas most pressing to citizens in 
post-industrial societies. 
 
This workshop will focus upon the normative implications of everyday material practices for en-
vironmental action. In particular, the workshop will focus upon land, transportation, and household 
practices. In each of these areas, human experience is inextricably interwoven with technology, the 
built environment, and the non-human world. The aim is to approach the political challenges of en-
vironmental sustainability by examining these everyday practices and the concerns they foster di-
rectly, rather than a more abstract environmental discourse that suggests the need to overcome 
these concerns. 
 
Attention to this materialist basis of environmental concern has long been central in poorer and less 
industrialized societies, as well as some movements for environmental and climate justice. Yet it has 
been far less prominent in analyses of environmental concern in Europe, North America, and 
Oceania. Moreover, attention to practices has often been overshadowed by both individual and 
structural approaches. This workshop aims to generate new insights into the possibilities for en-
vironmental action and change by exploring these everyday material practices, reflecting the social, 
economic, and ecological ambivalences of greening everyday life.  
 
Analyzing everyday practices invites vital questions about 

 concepts of property and ownership; 

 the relevance and meaning of citizenship;  

 the character and scope of public and private spheres; 

 the role of new movements;  

 diverse notions of governance; 

 popular understandings of freedom; and 
 understandings of what counts as “the environment” and “environmentalism” in  

postindustrial societies. 

We anticipate that such questions will be the focal point of papers and workshop discussion. 
 
Proposals are invited from scholars in the environmental humanities and interpretive social sciences. 
Papers should centrally address one or more of the three areas (land, transport, or household prac-
tices), in order to reimagine or illuminate some aspect of the conceptual framework necessary to 

Call for Proposals 
The Greening of Everyday Life: 
Reimagining Environmentalism  

in Postindustrial Societies 



foster more sustainable practices.  
 
Invited participants will be required to submit their completed paper (approximately 6000 words), 
in English, by 23 May 2014. These will be circulated to all participants in advance of the workshop.  
 
The Rachel Carson Center will cover the travel cost and accommodation expenses for invited par-
ticipants. It is expected that papers will then be revised with the goal of publishing an edited book. 
 
To answer this call for proposals, send a CV and a proposal of 300–400 words, including 
a title, to the conference conveners by 15 July 2013. For further questions, please contact 
either of the event conveners: 
  
Conveners’ Contact Details 
Jens Kersten         John Meyer 
LMU Munich        Humboldt State University  
Rachel Carson Center      Rachel Carson Center 
jens.kersten@jura.uni-muenchen.de    john.meyer@humboldt.edu  
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symposium, “On species: Narrative, Indigeneity, ecology, 
Afterlife,” 4 December 2013, with Centre for History of 
emotions “Fire stories” conference. Keynotes include 
Professor ursula Heise

Dates 
Wednesday, December 4, 2013 - 09:00 –
Friday, December 6, 2013 - 20:00

On species: Narrative, Indigeneity, ecology, Afterlife 
4 December 2013  University of Melbourne
Call for Papers

This one-day Australian Centre conference will focus on 
new approaches in the Australian humanities to questions 
of species and ecology. It will look at the ways in which 
encounters with species play themselves out in creative 
media – drama, fiction, film, performance, poetry, and visual 
art. It is especially interested in the way the lives and deaths 
– and afterlives – of species in Australia and the region are 
represented and understood. What kinds of narratives do 
particular species generate, and why?  How can we historicise 
narratives about species? What kinds of perspectives on 
species can cultural work in the humanities now provide? And 
how do species enable us to rethink our relationship to them 
– and their relationship to us?
Alb Quarrell holding his prized thylacine kill, 1921

Topics may include:
    Indigeneity and species
    Feral species
    Introduced species
    Narratives of encounter with species
    Human relationships with animal and bird species
    The future of species 
    Hunting and culling
    Species protection
    Species and philosophy
    Domestication of species
    Species and metropolitan life
    Wildness and wilderness
    Anthropomorphism
    Biodiversity
    Extinction
    Digital species
    The afterlives of species

Confirmed Keynote Speaker
Professor Ursula K. Heise, University of California, Los 
Angeles. 

Ursula K. Heise is a Professor of English at UCLA and a 
faculty member of UCLA’s Institute of the Environment and 
Sustainability. Her books include Chronoschisms: Time, 
Narrative, and Postmodernism (Cambridge University Press, 
1997), Sense of Place and Sense of Planet: The Environmental 
Imagination of the Global (Oxford University Press, 2008), 
and Nach der Natur: Das Artensterben und die moderne 
Kultur [After Nature: Species Extinction and Modern Culture] 
(Suhrkamp, 2010). She is currently working on a book entitled 
Where the Wild Things Used To Be: Narrative, Database, and 
Endangered Species.

On Species: Narrative, Indigeneity, Ecology, Afterlife is a one-
day symposium that takes place on day 1 of the Fire Stories 
conference, convened by the Centre for the History  
of Emotions, 4-6 December.

Please send abstracts of around 100 words for On Species: 
Narrative, Indigeneity, Ecology, Afterlife to Jolanta Nowak no 
later than 16 September 2013

CALL for PAPers
oN sPeCies: NArrAtive, iNdigeNeity, eCoLogy, AfterLife 
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submissions close Friday 16 August 2013.
http://plumwoodmountain.com

Poetry
Send up to 3 poems in Times New Roman 12pt font, 1.5 spacing as separate email attachments to: submissions.
plumwoodmountain@gmail.com (only .doc, .docx, or .rtf files are acceptable). No personal data should be included with the 
poems. Send a separate cover sheet with poem titles, your name and contact email address and a short bio (50 words).
The journal is open to a wide variety of styles and forms of poetry in an ecopoetic genre, and welcomes experimentation in 
defining the scope of ecopoetry.

scholarly articles
See the website for details concerning submission of scholarly articles on ecopoetry and ecopoetics.

Book reviews
To offer to review a book, or suggest a book for review, send an expression of interest to info.plumwoodmountain@gmail.com

PLumwood mouNtAiN

AN AustrALiAN JourNAL of eCoPoetry ANd eCoPoetiCs 

is CALLiNg for submissioNs of Poetry, sChoLArLy ArtiCLes ANd book

reviews for its first issue to APPeAr oNLiNe iN februAry-mArCh 2014.

The emerging sustainability initiatives developing on university and college 
campuses worldwide and the increasing focus on environmentalism in various 
scientific disciplines often fail to converse with scholars in the humanities. Yet 
the past five years have seen the birth of a vibrant interdisciplinary field, the 
environmental humanities. Scholars of the environmental humanities engage 
with the natural and social sciences, whose expertise is crucial in addressing 
current planetary crises such as global climate change. Yet the expertise of the 
sciences in diagnosing environmental problems has not, as of yet, translated 
into a coherent vision of sustainability. The focus on narrative skill, critical 
thinking, historicity, culture, aesthetics and ethics central to the humanities and 
to humanistic social sciences provides a crucial research complement to the 
endeavors of scientists. The ecological value of humanities scholarship has never 
been more clear. Resilience aims to place the environmental humanities at the 
center of conversations about our ecological futures. We aim to invite a broad 
agenda for academic humanists interested in the sustainability project and to 
create a venue where the humanities can reach a diverse academic audience 
and contribute to larger shifts in perception of what resilience is and can be.  

see more at: 
http://www.resiliencejournal.org/about/overview/#sthash.TH6395n1.dpuf

resiLieNCe: 

A JourNAL of the eNviroNmeNtAL humANities

http://plumwoodmountain.com
mailto:submissions.plumwoodmountain@gmail.com
mailto:submissions.plumwoodmountain@gmail.com
mailto:info.plumwoodmountain@gmail.com
http://www.resiliencejournal.org/about/overview
sthash.TH6395n1.dpuf
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CALL for ChAPters
FooD oN FILM: BRINGING SoMETHING NEW To THE TABLE

edited by tom hertweCk (uNiversity of NevAdA, reNo)

In the past fifteen years, food culture has undoubtedly gone 
mainstream. From foodies and pop-up restaurants to food 
deserts and school lunch programs, readers, policymakers, 
and academics have applied their interest into the wide 
world of food and food culture For much longer, however—
indeed, since the medium’s inception—filmmakers have 
embedded within their work presentations of food and 
eating. This peer-reviewed collection, under contract 
from Scarecrow Press (an academic imprint of Rowman 
& Littlefield) for their book series “Film and History” and 
slated for publication in late 2014, seeks to take seriously 
any of those moments and to address the broader 
historical, cultural, and communicative import figured 
within. What does film’s portrayal of this seemingly banal, 
yet utterly necessary part of our lives tell us about our how 
our world works?

The editor is looking currently for the final four or five 
chapters to fill out the collection’s thematic units. Chapters 
should address food, eating, or drinking in film, anywhere 
along the spectrum from production to consumption, 
and within any critical framework. And, while it seeks 
any innovative approach to looking at food in film, the 
collection welcomes articles or proposals from the following 
areas in particular:

- International and/or non-English film
- Multiethnic (especially African American) film
- Ecology/environmentalism/ecocriticism
- Affect and/or materiality studies
- Approaches to television
- The documentary tradition

Chapter proposals (500 words maximum) or a sample from 
a work-in-progress (with abstract), and a brief bio or CV are 
due via e-mail to Tom Hertweck (thertweck@unr.edu) by  
31 July 2013 to receive full consideration. Please also feel 
free to contact Tom with any questions.

mailto:thertweck@unr.edu
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greeN humANities--iNAugurAL CALL for PAPers & Poems
“eCo-geNCies: eCo-CritiCAL resPoNses to CoNtemPorAry eNviroNmeNtAL Crises” 

issue 1: PuttiNg the humANities 
oN the froNtLiNes of eCoLogiCAL disCourse…

Green Humanities, a new peer-reviewed online journal of ecological thought in literature, philosophy & the arts seeks papers of 
approximately 15 to 25 pages (≈4,500 to 7,500 words) that illuminate, examine, analyze and criticize the role of the humanities in 
responding to, and ultimately addressing, one or more of the environmental crises that we face today. While the subject of study 
may be from another era, this issue will showcase papers that explicitly seek to show how study in the humanities may shape, 
suggest or even demand certain responses to the ecological challenges we face today.

Possible Topics Include
>Literature as a propaedeutic to environmental ethics and eco-spirituality
>Philosophy and a considered response to environmental destruction and degradation
>Ecological literature and art as a prod to environmentalist activism
>Blue ecocritical approaches
>Alternative eco-critique and new methodologies
>Literature and art as embodiment and performance of environmental consciousness and trauma
>Linguistics and environmental destruction
>Global food studies, genetic modification, and sustainability

Call for Poems:
We seek poems of approximately 10-40 lines that, like the papers we seek, are oriented toward responding to, and ultimately 
addressing, one or more of the environmental crises that we face today.  This issue will showcase poems that enact what our call 
for papers names “eco-gency”: responsiveness to and responsibility toward contemporary environmental challenges.

Citations and endnotes in MLA style.

Please send all files by email in MS Word or Rich-Text format (.doc, .docx, .rtf)
For papers, please send submissions to either Co-editor, Peter schulman <pschulma_at_odu_dot_edu>, or Josh Weinstein 
<jweinstein_at_vwc_dot_edu>
For poetry submissions, please send to Poetry Editor H.L. Hix <hhix_at_uwyo_dot_edu,
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