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News from the Node 
Winter 2015 

 
Welcome Message from Associate 

Professor Linda Williams 
ASLEC-ANZ President, 2015–17 

 
 

 
 
As incoming President of ASLEC-ANZ I want to 

welcome everyone into the next phase of 
development from 2015. Further to the well-attended 
conference in Canberra last June, it seems to me 
ASLEC-ANZ is poised to become a major regional body 
analogous to ASLE-US and ASLE-UKI. As most of us 
would agree, the scientific consensus is that climate 
change is showing no signs of abating, and the 
scenarios predicted for global ecologies indicate they 
are now seriously at risk. ASLEC-ANZ is a body 
through which people in the arts and humanities can 
make a difference to these scenarios, and it is the aim 
of the Executive and Board to enable this. 
 
As was clear at the Affective Habitus conference, our 
membership is wonderfully diverse and along with 
scholars in the humanities includes many gifted 
writers, artists, performers and film-makers. I hope 
that we can find ways to sustain collaboration across 
these fields, develop stronger communication 
between our members across Australia and New 
Zealand and build our connections with international 
ASLE networks. To this end I hope to see a more 
active relationship between the ASLEC-ANZ Board and 
the ASLEC-ANZ Executive Committee, and accordingly 
we will have a new position of the Head of Board. 
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In 2015–2016, Professor Kate Rigby has 
agreed to take on this role, and we have 
several new board members: 
 
o Associate Professor Philip Armstrong 

(University of Canterbury) 
o Andrew Denton (AUT University) 
o Dr Alexis Harley (La Trobe University, 

Melbourne) 
o Dr Lesley Instone (The University of 

Newcastle) 
o Dr Emily O’Gorman (Macquarie 

University, Sydney) 
o Associate Professor Dominic Redfern 

(RMIT University) 
o Dr Charlotte Sunde (The University of 

Auckland) 
o Dr Stephen Turner (The University of 

Auckland) 
 
Our next major conference will be held in 
2016 and there might be smaller events in 
2015. To facilitate this, we created a new 
position of conference organiser to assist the 
president and vice presidents. Dr Jennifer 
Hamilton will take this position in 2015–2016. 
 
We have an established peer-reviewed 
journal, AJE: Australasian Journal of 
Ecocriticism and Cultural Ecology, edited by Dr 
C.A. Cranston, to which our members in 
Australia and New Zealand have made 
notable contributions. I would, however, like 
to see CA receive stronger support and peer-
reviewing from the editorial board so we can 
further develop the journal. We also have a 
new secretary Dr Debbie Symons who will be 
streamlining our communications and helping 
us build our membership. 
 
The new ASLEC-ANZ Executive has the 
following members: 
 
o President: Associate Professor Linda 

Williams 
o Vice-President (Australia): Dr Grace 

Moore 
o Vice-President (NZ): Dr Charles Dawson 
o Immediate Past President: Dr Tom 

Bristow 

o Secretary: Dr Debbie Symons 
o Treasurer: Dr Victoria Team 
o Editor ASLEC-ANZ News: Dr John Ryan 
o AJE Representative and General Editor: Dr 

CA Cranston 
o Student Representatives: Emma Davies 

and Alanna Myers 
 
Executive support roles: 
 
o Bibliographer: Dr Iris Ralph 
o Conference Organiser: Dr Jennifer 

Hamilton 
 

-Linda Williams 
 

 
 

Welcome Message from Dr Grace 
Moore, Vice-President (Australia) 

2015–17 
 

 
 

I'm both delighted and surprised to have 

been elected to the position of Vice-President 
(Australia) for ASLEC-ANZ.  I teach literary 
studies at the University of Melbourne and, 
until 2017, and I am a Senior Research Fellow 
at the Melbourne node of the ARC’s Centre of 
Excellence for the History of Emotions (CHE).  
My major project with the Centre is a study of 
bushfires and nineteenth-century settler 
narratives, although I am also developing a 
research interest in literary representations of 
dingoes.   

http://www.nzchas.canterbury.ac.nz/people/armstrong.shtml
https://www.aut.ac.nz/profiles/art--design/head-of-department/andrew-denton
http://www.latrobe.edu.au/humanities/about/staff/profile?uname=A2Harley
https://www.newcastle.edu.au/profile/lesley-instone
http://www.mq.edu.au/about_us/faculties_and_departments/faculty_of_arts/department_of_geography_and_planning/staff/dr_emily_ogorman/
http://www1.rmit.edu.au/staff/dominicredfern
https://unidirectory.auckland.ac.nz/profile/c-sunde
http://www.arts.auckland.ac.nz/people/stur011
http://www1.rmit.edu.au/staff/lindawilliams
http://www1.rmit.edu.au/staff/lindawilliams
http://www1.rmit.edu.au/staff/lindawilliams
http://culture-communication.unimelb.edu.au/about/staff/dr-grace-moore
http://culture-communication.unimelb.edu.au/about/staff/dr-grace-moore
http://culture-communication.unimelb.edu.au/about/staff/dr-grace-moore
https://www.hecua.org/about/staff/charles-dawson
http://www.historyofemotions.org.au/research/researchers/tom-bristow.aspx
http://www.historyofemotions.org.au/research/researchers/tom-bristow.aspx
http://www.historyofemotions.org.au/research/researchers/tom-bristow.aspx
http://debbiesymons.com.au/
http://monash.edu.au/research/people/profiles/profile.html?sid=6383553&pid=10925
http://www.ecu.edu.au/schools/communications-and-arts/staff/profiles/post-doctoral-research-fellows/dr-john-charles-ryan
http://www.utas.edu.au/humanities/people/english/CA-Cranston
http://philrsss.anu.edu.au/profile/emma-davies
http://unimelb.academia.edu/AlannaMyers
http://www.vu.edu.au/success-stories/iris-ralph
http://www.latrobe.edu.au/humanities/about/staff/profile?uname=JAHamilton
http://www.latrobe.edu.au/humanities/about/staff/profile?uname=JAHamilton
http://www.latrobe.edu.au/humanities/about/staff/profile?uname=JAHamilton
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Having met some of you at the Canberra 
conference in June, I'm excited about the 
work that is going on within the Association.  I 
shall relish the chance to work with other 
members to provide more opportunities to 
showcase the diverse range of projects that 
you are undertaking, through conferences, 
symposia and other events.  
  
In the spirit of the new Australian 
Environmental Humanities hub (also available 
here: www.aehhub.org), I view ASLEC-ANZ as 
an organisation that brings like-minded 
people together for intellectual exchange, 
away from the murky business of grant-
writing. I have a particular interest in outreach 
and I would like to build connections between 
ASLEC-ANZ and other comparable 
organizations across the globe, while at the 
same time providing support to the incoming 
President and other Executive Committee 
members.  Although I am a relative newcomer 
to the field of ecocriticism, in the past couple 
of years I have been involved in the 
organisation of a number of ecological events, 
which have brought together scholars, artists, 
writers and bushfire survivors, to name but a 
handful of participants. I am also working with 
CHE colleagues to build an ‘Emotions and the 
Environment’ research cluster and hope to 
see some of you at our forthcoming 
symposium, Into the Woods, which will 
feature Linda Williams as one of the keynote 
speakers. 
  
It is my hope that I will be able to continue 
the excellent work of the present committee 
in developing  an international profile for 
ASLEC-ANZ and the Australasian Journal of 
Ecocriticism and Cultural Ecology. Having lived 
and worked in both the UK and the US before 
coming to Australia in 2004 I feel that I am 
well-situated to help with the forging of 
international links and look forward to 
working with the Association’s executive to 
continue its important work. 
 

-Grace Moore 

 
 

Message from Dr Charles Dawson 
Vice-President (New Zealand) 

2015–17 
 

 
 
Kia ora koutou. As Tom Bristow observes on 

our website, ASLEC-ANZ now has a higher 
profile, especially following our excellent 
biennial conference, Affective Habitus. Thank 
you Tom and Grace for such a fine event, with 
good energy, lively discussion and quality 
papers and interdisciplinary engagement. I 
look forward to working with the new 
Executive and you all as members to build the 
Association's presence. It has been great to 
have our 2015 Symposium at the University of 
Auckland, and an unprecedented NZ 
participation at the June 2014 Biennial. Many 
thanks to the Kiwis that flew over and 
presented or offered time and support. 
Especial thanks to the NZ members who 
agreed to take up seats on the ASLEC-ANZ 
Advisory Board. We look forward to working 
with you and building on your knowledge and 
understanding. Welcome to Philip Armstrong, 
Andrew Denton, Charlotte Sunde and Stephen 
Turner: thank you for stepping up to the 
Board.  
 
I expect a boosted NZ presence on the Board 
will let to more communications from 
Aotearoa this coming term:  There are 
numerous exciting initiatives underway in the 
literature, environment and culture interface 

http://www.aehhub.org/
http://www.aehhub.org/
http://www.aehhub.org/
http://www.historyofemotions.org.au/events/into-the-woods.aspx
http://hrc.anu.edu.au/affectivehabitus
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at “flaxroots” and other levels. It will be great 
to share these with our Australian 
membership. A podcast on the Common Unity 
Project connecting education, gardening and 
community is one initiative that makes for 
good listening. The 22 December 2014 issue 
of the New Yorker features a lot about NZ's 
conservation movement and issues, such as 
predator control here, with some very good 
insights, particularly concerning the 
volunteers who observed that conservation 
efforts in New Zealand are usually about 
killing things (Australian brushtail opossums 
being high on the target list!).   
 
Nga mihi mahana, 
Many warm wishes 
 

-Charles Dawson 

 
 
 
 

Australasian Journal of Ecocriticism 
and Cultural Ecology (AJE) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AJE: Australasian Journal of Ecocriticism and 
Cultural Ecology (ISSN 1839-843X) is the peer-
reviewed journal of the Association for the 
Study of Literature, Environment and Culture 
– Australia and New Zealand (ASLEC-ANZ). It is 
an affiliate of ASLE (USA) and its global 
partners. AJE therefore extends beyond its 
geographical boundaries in being part of an 
extensive network of journals that are of 

interest to ecocritics. ASLEC-ANZ members are 
scholars, teachers, writers and practitioners 
who seek to increase their knowledge of 
literature, culture and the environment; who 
seek to promote the creation, appreciation, 
understanding, and teaching of the human 
sciences from ecological perspectives; and 
who seek to share their knowledge for the 
benefit of all interested in research, reading, 
writing, media, teaching, and so on, in its 
engagement with place, ecology and the 
environment. To submit an article, authors 
and reviewers must first register. They will be 
sent a user name and password. This will 
enable them to log in as an 'Author' and 
upload submissions. The latest volume, #4, 
includes:  
 
Editor's Note 
2015 The Year of Light, and Soil  
 
Scholarly Articles 
Bioregional Biography and the Geography of 
Affect: Spatialised Somnambulance in Alice 
Oswald's Sleepwalk on the Severn  
-Tom Bristow  
 
Site Fidelity: Rock Pigeons and Refugees  
-Lucy Bleach  
 
Learning to Read Country: Bruce Pascoe’s 
Earth, an Indigenous Ecological Allegory  
-David Michael Fonteyn  
 
The Victorian Anthropocene: George Marsh 
and the Tangled Bank of Darwinian 
Environmentalism  
-John Plotz  
 
Book Reviews 
Green Sense: the Aesthetics of Plants, Place 
and Language by John Ryan   
-Barbara Holloway  
 
Prismatic Ecology: Ecotheory Beyond Green by 
Jeffery Jerome Cohen  
-Nick Kankahainen  
 
Environmental Crisis in Young Adult Fiction by 
Alice Curry        -Deirdre Kessler 

http://commonunityproject.org.nz/
http://commonunityproject.org.nz/
http://commonunityproject.org.nz/
http://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2014/12/22/big-kill
http://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2014/12/22/big-kill
http://www.nla.gov.au/openpublish/index.php/aslec-anz
http://www.nla.gov.au/openpublish/index.php/aslec-anz
http://trove.nla.gov.au/work/177031441?selectedversion=NBD52040008
http://trove.nla.gov.au/work/177031441?selectedversion=NBD52040008
https://www.upress.umn.edu/book-division/books/prismatic-ecology
http://www.palgrave.com/page/detail/environmental-crisis-in-young-adult-fiction-alice-curry/?K=9781137270108
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Report from Tom Bristow 
Immediate Past President  

2015–17 
 

 
 

You are probably aware that I was largely 

consumed by the biennial conference this 
year, and my schedule was dominated by that 
event and the associated workshop for artists 
and seed colloquium. Apologies, to all of you 
who asked me to be involved in other events, 
which I had to decline. June 17–21, 2014, is 
ingrained in my memory; thanks so much to 
everyone involved, both organisers and 
participators – we had a great great time! 
 
During the summer of 2014–15, I moved from 
New South Wales to Victoria, where I began 
working at the University of Melbourne. 
Melbourne is already home to senior ASLEC 
members, and has a recent history of arts-
environment events engaged with issues 
raised by ASLEC-ANZ members. I’m hoping to 
help people develop this focus while I’m at 
the university. Following the biennial, I have 
been on the road in North America, checking 
out American and Canadian ecocriticism, 
activism, land use and the relationships 
between academia and community. I’ve been 
in Vancouver connecting with academics in 
English, Geography and Outdoor Education, 
and have become part of a working group 
organising a community event in June next 
year. I’ll bring our findings back to ASLEC-ANZ. 
In addition to this, I’ve connected with the 
social and environmental justice leadership 
training organisation ‘Next Up’ and with the 

‘SumOfUs’ movement; I’ve participated in 
local activist groups working to communicate 
the problems of clear cut cropping in Eugene; 
and I was at the Dane County Hall meeting in 
Madison that managed to defer Enbridge’s 
designs to increase output of their tar sands 
pipeline.  All of these small meetings have 
demonstrated to me that there is a lot of 
great work happening out there; many many 
people facilitating smart groups, developing 
resources and working with sustained vision 
and focus to fight corporate power and to 
articulate environmental and social values – 
often now in terms of justice and health (not 
politics and morals). They’ve also helped me 
to better understand where ecocriticism and 
community engagement meet/ how our work 
interfaces with global and local issues. I am 
continuing this inquiry throughout 2015 in my 
role as Immediate Past President.  
 
The ASLEC-ANZ Executive and Election Cycle 

 
You have already heard from Linda and 
Charles about the incoming executive who’ll 
serve the membership for the next two years.  
We encourage you to actively participate in 
ASLEC-ANZ and all of our elections; 
personally, I’m a little disappointed in the low 
turn out for elections and the lack of 
nominations that we’ve received for positions 
over the last two years. At the last two 
biennial conferences, we’ve had 40 post-grads 
speak about their work, and develop their 
community; somehow we need to keep these 
people and encourage them to develop 
ASLEC-ANZ. As I’ve said many times before, 
this association is the sum of your work, so 
please get involved. The election of new 
executive members has been complemented 
by a change in President and a new initiative: 
Dr Linda Williams (RMIT University) has taken 
the lead for the next two years, and will 
continue to develop our international 
relations while also bolstering our advisory 
board. Many of you know Linda already, and 
are aware of her important and highly 
regarded scholarship; some of you know how 
she has been a fantastic colleague since 2013, 
working as Vice President. On behalf of all our 
members, I’d like to offer Linda the best of 

http://www.nextupsummit.org/
http://sumofus.org/
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luck for the next phase in her efforts for our 
association. We’re exceptionally fortunate to 
have her at the helm! 
 
Update on the New ASLEC-ANZ Website and 

Social Media 
 
You’ll have noticed that we now occupy: 
 

https://aslecanz.wordpress.com 
 
Huge thanks go to Cathy Fitzgerald and John 
Ryan, alongside Charles Dawson, to help make 
this move in time for our biennial conference. 
These good people dedicated a lot of their 
personal time to make this happen. Fantastic! 
 
From 2013-15, our students representatives, 
Emma Nicoletti and Evelyn Tsitas developed 
our media presence with the help of Cathy 
Fitzgerald. Do take a look at – and PLEASE 
USE/ ENGAGE WITH – our social media: 
Facebook, Twitter, and our weblog. You will 
see links to all of these outlets on the right 
hand side of the new webpage. 
 
Community engagement is one thing that I’m 
trying to encourage at ASLEC-ANZ. Please 
think which associations, groups, 
organisations that you’d like us to connect 
with and work with; think which people we’d 
like to direct our members to – it’s all about 
keeping the conversation alive and sharing 
resources, no? Check this link below and 
please send updates and your ideas for 
development to John Ryan: 
 
https://aslecanz.wordpress.com/communities 
 

Looking back to Canberra 
 
I thanked all the organisers of the conference 
while we were in Canberra. It seems kinda 
strange that it was three years ago that I 
asked the Humanities Research Centre to host 
the event. I can’t stress how grateful I am for 
HRC’s commitment to the project; and, that it 
was superb to get amazing assistance and 
resources from a great new team of people 
representing Minding Animals International, 
The ARC Centre of Excellence for the History 

of Emotions, and Transforming Cultures at 
UTS. We were also delighted to be joined by a 
number of scholars from NZ: in addition to 
hearing from Philip Armstrong (Canterbury), 
we had good representation from Auckland 
where we held a symposium in 2013. Thanks 
so much to all the Kiwis for coming along (and 
partying like mad). The key findings from the 
conference, for me, were the following: (i) 
there is a lot of work that needs to be done in 
making connections and distinctions between 
critical animal studies and critical plant 
studies; (ii) we have began a solid 
conversation with policy makers, but we need 
to focus our efforts here to see how much we 
can bring to the table to affect change; (iii) 
our crowd is fantastic: we have a lot of ideas 
that are driven by practising artists, engaged 
activists, leading thinkers – let’s keep this up, 
let’s keep active, and keep pressing on! How 
can we bring our knowledge and experience 
to improve justice and health vis-à-vis 
environmental issues? 
 

Looking Forward and Ongoing Projects 
 

As you are aware, the future direction of 
ASLEC-ANZ is largely decided by its 
membership and the executive. Linda 
Williams leads us for the next two years, and 
we have begun to work on some exciting and 
important issues to continue over the next 24 
months. Linda has made it clear to me that 
her interests lie across the board, but include 
a refocus with respect to our efforts to 
internationalise our association. Please inform 
myself, Linda and Charles if you see any 
relevant opportunities for collaboration or 
funding from organisations around the world; 
please also promote the work of ASLEC-ANZ 
at conferences – mention that you are a 
member, and that ASLEC-ANZ is a member of 
the international association, ASLE. Let’s work 
on this project together! 
 
And so, the final words from me as your 
President (as of the end of 2014). The last 
three years have been incredibly challenging 
to me and hugely rewarding. I was welcomed 
into the heart of ASLE/ecocritical territory 
very early on by some of the founding 

http://mindinganimals.com/
http://www.historyofemotions.org.au/
http://www.historyofemotions.org.au/
http://www.uts.edu.au/research-and-teaching/our-research/transforming-cultures
http://www.uts.edu.au/research-and-teaching/our-research/transforming-cultures
http://www.uts.edu.au/research-and-teaching/our-research/transforming-cultures
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members of ASLEC-ANZ and by scholars well 
connected in the field. They have trusted me; 
let me push the association in new directions; 
and offered me support and resources when 
I’ve needed assistance. This experience has 
moved me. I got excited by ASLE in Oregon in 
2005, I worked on the UK biennial in 2008, 
brought some assistance to the ASLEC-ANZ 
biennial in 2012, and have ended with a 
strong conference in 2014. It’s been a short 
but compact journey. I feel that ‘Affective 
Habitus’ put ASLEC-ANZ on the radar; 
alongside a new logo, new website, new social 
media presence and lots of new academic 
connections (nationally and internationally), 
we’re looking good. It’s up to all of us to 
sustain this. I’d like to thank you all for your 
help, your resourcefulness and good 
vibrations. Take care out there. 
 

-Tom Bristow 
 

 
 

 
Report from Emma Nicoletti 

Outgoing Postgraduate 
Representative 

2013–14 
 

 
 

The election of the Liberals in September 

2013 made me anxious to say the least, 
prompting me to write the following on Eco-
Critical Connections – ASLEC-ANZ’s postgrad 
and ECR blog: 

Emeritus Professor of Science at Griffith 
University bluntly states that the Coalition’s 
“direct action” proposal “will be disastrous for 
the environment if it carries [it] out”. Eminent 
Australian Environmental Humanities 
researcher, Deborah Bird Rose, has also 
eloquently spoken of the “bad news”: “The 
election results here in Australia are not good 
news for wildlife, ecosystems that have 
sustained minimal human impact, and all the 
human beings who research, rescue, love, care 
for, and defend animals, plants and 
ecosystems that are at risk.” 
 
Of the risks the Coalition poses to 
environmentally-oriented humanities scholars 
are ridicule and a disregard for the valuable 
contribution they make to understanding … 
 
Firstly, how the ways we see ourselves as 
actors in the world impacts upon how we 
relate to and act upon the world, and 
 
Secondly, how to encourage people’s 
engagement and understanding of ecological 
issues so as to intervene in our “increasingly 
ridiculous […] addiction to waste”. 
 
That last quote deliberately twists the opening 
line of the Liberal Party’s media release, 
“Ending more of Labor’s Waste”, which states 
that “a Coalition Government, if elected,will 
crack down on Labor’s addiction to waste by 
auditing increasingly ridiculous research 
grants”. Among the projects Jamie Briggs, 
Liberal MP, holds up as “ridiculous” in this 
press release are a study into identity politics 
and a study into how urban media can best be 
used to respond to global climate change. 
 
Briggs asserts that such projects waste 
taxpayer dollars because they “do little, if 
anything, to advance Australians research 
needs”, and, perhaps more importantly from 
Briggs’ point of view, because they speak 
about concepts and physical realities that he 
doesn’t understand or believe in (despite the 
overwhelming evidence) “leave taxpayers 
scratching their heads”. 
 

https://ecocriticalconnections.wordpress.com/
https://ecocriticalconnections.wordpress.com/
https://theconversation.com/election-2013-results-and-the-future-experts-respond-17957
http://deborahbirdrose.com/2013/09/08/dingo-research-wins-top-award/
http://www.smh.com.au/federal-politics/federal-election-2013/academic-ridiculed-by-coalition-says-sydney-university-vicechancellor-20130905-2t86l.html
https://www.liberal.org.au/latest-news/2013/09/05/ending-more-labor%E2%80%99s-waste
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You can read the entire article by clicking on 
this link. Unfortunately, the Coalition has 
managed to abolish our country’s emissions 
trading scheme, severely hamper our 
renewable energy sector and throw into 
doubt the inviolability of the Great Barrier 
Reef. However, thankfully, their across-the-
board anti-society and anti-environment 
policies and frequent inepitutde at diplomacy 
and consultation look to have ignited the 
interest of a generally politically apathetic 
Australian population, reflected in the 
Coalition’s terrible polling.  
 
Never quelled by the waxing and waning of 
the political drama, ASLEC-ANZ’s passionate, 
talented and intelligent postgrad and ECR 
community have been tirelessly working to 
further our understanding of human-
nonhuman relations through art and 
humanities scholarship. Conceptualising, 
noticing and improving these relations is 
fundamental to helping ameliorate the 
interconnected difficulties facing individuals, 
societies and the environment. It is an 
important endeavour that often challenges 
the status quo, and I wish to draw attention 
to some of these achievements here. 
 
Caroline Williamson, researching at Monash 
University, had her article ‘Beyond Generation 
Green: Jill Jones and the Ecopoetic Process’  
published in the Journal of the Association for 
the Study of Australian Literature, vol. 14 no. 
3 (2014). I am also pleased to report that the 
outstanding quality of Caroline’s work was 
rewarded with the Association’s A.D. Hope 
Prize, for the best postgraduate paper given 
at their 2013 conference. 
Cassandra O’Loughlin, researching at the 
University of New Castle, has made an 
excellent contribution to the field of 
ecocriticism, publishing creative and academic 
work. Her poems "Touch and Flow" and 
"Floods" were published in the poetry 
anthology A Slow Combusting Hymn: Poetry 
from and about Newcastle and the Hunter 
Region, edited by Kit Kelen and Jean Kent and 
published by ASM and Cerberus Press and her 
review of Rose Lucas's poetry book Even in 
the Dark can be found in Plumwood Mountain 

(Vol 2 No1). Cassandra has also had an article 
called “The Ecopoetics of Charles Harpur” 
published in Volume 3 of AJE, which I am 
thrilled to note was awarded an RHD 
Publication Prize Commendation 2014 by the 
Faculty of Education and Arts, University of 
Newcastle. 
 
Julie Hawkins, researching at the University of 
New England, completed her PhD with a 
thesis entitled “Ecological Speculative Fiction: 
A Study of Futuristic Humans, their 
Technological ‘Worlds’ in early and their 
Relationship to Non-Human Nature”—
congratulations to Julie on her graduation in 
October 2014. Her article, "Eco-Lore: Some 
Mythic and Folkloric Roots," was published in 
Australian Folklore (28, 2013, No. 13, pp. 174 
– 187) and she currently working on several 
projects, including writing courses and articles 
to help increase awareness of ecology and of 
the divide between humans and non-human 
nature and the need to heal it. 
 
Catherine Clover has been highly prolific, 
exhibiting, presenting and authoring several 
works, interviews, conference papers and 
scholarly articles. I strongly encourage 
everyone to visit her website ciclover.com for 
a glimpse of her amazing work in the field of 
acoustic art and a detailed catalogue of her 
many, many achievements. Some of her most 
recent work includes, “Reading the Birds” as 
part of Trainspotters INC curated by Camilla 
Hannan and part of MoreArt 2014 Moreland 
City Council Public Art Show,“The Sky in a 
Room” curated by Cristiana Bottigella, Sigrun 
Sverrisdottir and Tisna Westerhof in Deptford 
X Harts Lane Studios London UK, “Artist’s 
Books (reprised)” coordinated by Sandra 
Bridie, Craig Burgess and Alice Mathieu at the 
George Paton Gallery in the University of 
Melbourne, “Melbourne SoundWords” in 
collaboration with Salomé Voegelin, curated 
by Danni Zuvela and Joel Stern as part of 
Liquid Architecture: The Ear is a Brain in 
Melbourne, and “Perch” in collaboration with 
Alice Hui-Sheng Chang and Vanessa 
Tomlinson, and curated by Andrew Tetzlaff for 
Blindside in Melbourne.  
 

https://ecocriticalconnections.wordpress.com/2013/09/08/ecomedia-and-identity-politics-the-australian-governments-definition-of-ridiculous-research-projects/
http://asaliterature.com/?page_id=1271
http://asaliterature.com/?page_id=1271
http://asaliterature.com/?page_id=1271
http://asaliterature.com/?page_id=1271
http://www.theherald.com.au/story/2570227/a-slow-combusting-hymn-of-the-hunter/
http://www.theherald.com.au/story/2570227/a-slow-combusting-hymn-of-the-hunter/
http://www.theherald.com.au/story/2570227/a-slow-combusting-hymn-of-the-hunter/
http://www.theherald.com.au/story/2570227/a-slow-combusting-hymn-of-the-hunter/
http://plumwoodmountain.com/
http://www.nla.gov.au/openpublish/index.php/aslec-anz
ciclover.com
http://ciclover.com/info.html
http://ciclover.com/readingbirds.html
http://ciclover.com/perch.html
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I am pleased to announce that my PhD thesis 
“Reading literature in the Anthropocene: 
Ecosophy and ecologically-orientated ethics of 
Jeff Noon's Nymphomation and Pollen” has 
been passed and received an Honourable 
Mention in the Board of the Graduate 
Research School Dean's List. I also invite you 
to keep an eye out for my article “Becoming-
other to Belong: Radical Eco-Cosmopolitanism 
in Jeff Noon’s Nymphomation”, which has 
been republished in the IAFOR Academic 
Review Volume 1, Issue 5, available in March 
2015.  
 
As out-going postgraduate representative, I 
would like to extend my thanks to ASLEC-ANZ 
for giving me the opportunity to interact with 
such an amazing community of interested and 
like-minded scholars over the last two years. 
It has been richly rewarding and thoroughly 
motivating! I wish everyone all the best with 
their research and creative works. 

 

-Emma Nicoletti 
 
 

 
 

Satellite View of Shark Bay, WA  
by Jeff Schmaltz, National Aeronautics and Space 

Administration (NASA) 

 
In Memoriam: Martin Harrison 

 
 

 
 
 

Networked. Transformative. Yes, the world glimmers. 

 The flash lies in the grass, is something and is nothing.?  
The yellow-throated bird scrabbles in the rangy grevillea. 

 A great ocean withdraws into perspective over my shoulder,  

in the shadows of untended trees.  A hum overtakes the orchestra  
and a striated sense of inevitable time surpasses each local thought. 

‘White-tailed deer’ 

 

In an age of advanced surveillance-

technologies and illegitimately occluded 
border crossings, poetry insists that we are 
capable of many ways of surveying terrains 
and moving through spaces. (Many 
alternative ways than, for example, the 
current Australian government conceives of 
people and place in the waters north of the 
top end.) And poetry insists that terrain can 
move us. Poetry’s criticism seems also to 
remind us that a focus on material concerns – 
so important in this resource extracting 
moment in history – might evolve into a focus 
on the fabric of corporeality. Martin 
Harrison’s poetry invoked this very fabric; in 
the manner that he spoke and essayed, he 
invited us not only to ‘rethink economy as 
ecology’ but also to consider the ways that life 
emerges in front of us, with us, within us. His 
writerly and philosophical spirit placed this 
invitation in the same manner that our 
academic frameworks illustrate how things 

http://www.postgraduate.uwa.edu.au/prizes/board-of-the-graduate-research-school-deans-list
http://www.postgraduate.uwa.edu.au/prizes/board-of-the-graduate-research-school-deans-list
http://www.postgraduate.uwa.edu.au/prizes/board-of-the-graduate-research-school-deans-list
http://iafor.org/publications/iafor-academic-review/
http://iafor.org/publications/iafor-academic-review/
http://iafor.org/publications/iafor-academic-review/
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(objects of understanding) emerge into view 
with the development of discourses. Fresh. 
Slowly. Patient. Consistently. 
 
To look at things in their locales is not just a 
matter of repetition: there is a genuine 
aesthetic newness in doing so, and a 
conceptual challenge. The names of things are 
not fixed; the celebration of country is intense, 
often dreamlike, and often problematic in 
terms of unrecognised histories or previously 
ill-defined senses of the natural world. The 
environment may be engaged with 
subliminally or consciously, but in both cases 
issues of environmental fragility and 
destruction are no less unavoidable elements 
of poetic realisation than is the recognition of 
the familiar and the beautiful. (‘Poem 
Country’) 
 
Harrison handles Australia and its literature 
deftly. I advise all eco-pedagogues to place his 
work on your reading lists. 
 
It would be cynical and misanthropic to write 
that since the advent of Renaissance 
humanism (and the fetishisation of the book) 
we have impeded our contact with other ways 
of knowing, ways that precede humanism in 
the order of history and of experience. It 
would be a miscalculation to argue that 
humanism impedes our coming to know 
ourselves as participants in a living world, a 
world that we inhabit not only as knowing 
subjects but also as organic beings (‘mere 
animals’). But there’s some truth to it. Martin 
Harrison’s essay ‘Poem Country’ offers its 
readers a vocation into the living world 
perceived through language, which does not 
portend that poetry is a lifestyle choice, or 
proxy for experience; less an alternative 
reality in which our avatars can float free from 
the burden of our impact; more a second-
cousin or heartbeat that lives within us and is 
alert to our feeling selves, and yet does not 
align our emotional coordinates with 
individuation. 
 
This rain –  
whose real version hasn’t happened – 
slants through the night 

which is your mind’s darkness 
the always unthought part of thought 
the space back of the eyes 
through the ear’s untraced edge 
 
dry invisible rain in the night 
sparks of rain like fire 
spatters of rain like wind-blown embers 
heavier rain – after a lightning strike – pouring 
   like fringes of lace 
drumming its fists on the verandah roof 
cool housed sense of being inside 
watching the quivering air (‘Dead Grass’) 
 
Rain, fire; home. Music, mind; darkness. 
Australia. Read it again: ‘whose real version 
hasn’t happened *?+’; ‘which is our mind’s 
darkness *?+.’ 
 
As with the lines taken for my epigraph, 
poetry in Martin Harrison’s hands enables us 
to look at the world and consequently live in 
the world in a manner that we not only shift 
from thinking of our environments as a list of 
entities or resources toward an emphasis on 
the creative, self-sustaining nature of diverse 
ecological systems, as Freya Mathews has 
written recently; it also encourages a deeply 
human witnessing of the entitlement of other 
living things to their own existence. More 
playfully at times, his work emphasises the 
contingent and unstable meanings of other 
living things. This contingency and instability 
is the very source of ecopoetics that Harrison, 
John Kinsella and Mark O’Connor seem to 
articulate in exhilarating modes. In this corner 
of the southern hemisphere, I feel that we 
have men as our poets; women as our 
thinkers. 
 
Deborah Bird Rose has clearly articulated 
Anthropocene emotions arising from within 
dark times; the ‘noir’ of ‘immanent and 
unhappy endings’ positioning us as 
‘spectators of our own demise.’ Rose has 
offered an insightful and personal account of 
Martin Harrison as a colleague in her article 
‘Ecology and Writing’, in which there is an 
implicit acknowledgement of Harrison’s 
contribution to contemporary criticism as a 
tool of cognition and communication; of 

http://deborahbirdrose.com/2014/09/12/ecology-and-writing-martin-harrison/
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literary criticism as an embodied practical 
operation (or political structure) that 
mediates crucially between the economy and 
the production of knowledge. It is crucial for 
us to have this work close to hand in this 
historical moment. Martin Harrison’s 
response was to reinvent the mediation 
between ecology and feeling while 
simultaneously pointing to the ways that we 
organise schemes of perception, appreciation 
and action. In his unique combining of 
represented life and a reflection on life and its 
representations, projection or ventriloquism is 
not ethically viable. In his vision and clarity, 
(environmental) phenomena are made 
determinate and yet not static. Take these 
two qualities together and you begin to read 
poetry and criticism turned into an unfolding 
multi-faceted (public) process through which 
meanings are progressive and dynamically 
achieved. 
 
I met the man only once. I know he had so 
much to tell me. I am young and unwise. I was 
as attentive as much as I could be at that 
moment. I wish I could find a portal back to 
those few seconds of history, and breathe 
more expansively while listening. 
 
 

-Tom Bristow 
 

 

Conference Review 

 

Bordersongs: Western Literature 
Association 2014 

 
Department of English 

University of Victoria (Canada) 
 
 

 
 

The Western Literature Association is now 

celebrating its 50th year of activities, events 
and publications. Last year’s conference –
hosted by the Co-Presidents, Laurie Ricou and 
Anne Kaufman – really demonstrated the 
excellence, vitality and sincerity that such 
sustained discussions and mentoring can 
achieve; ‘Bordersongs’ was alive with exciting 
studies of the diverse literature and cultures 
of the North American West, past and 
present. 
 
In a hotel built on tidal mud flats, located on 
the southern tip of Vancouver (just south of 
the 49th parallel) delegates met on the 
traditional territories of a number of 
indigenous Coast Salish First Nations 
(including Esquimalt, Malahar, Pauquachin, 
Scia’new, Songhees, Tsartlip, Tsawour, 
Tseycum, and T’souke). With the low 
mountains overlooking the Songhees 
fortifications near colonial Fort Victoria, I was 
taken by how a quick glimpse out of the 

http://www.westernlit.org/
https://english.uvic.ca/newsandevents/border_songs__western_literature_association_conference_2014.html
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window tied you back to many points under 
discussion: indigenous epistemologies and 
culture, colonialism, geological constraints, 
climate, people in place. Named after Jim 
Lynch’s novel, ‘Border Songs,’ the biennial 
meeting was a creative mix of storytelling, 
music and theatre, alongside traditional 
academic keynotes, papers and panels. There 
was also an exciting array of new titles from 
Oolichan Books, Oregon State University and 
University of Calgary Press in the quiet room 
(go look at their latest lists – some fantastic 
cover art!). 
 
Conference papers were collected under the 
following groupings: violence, borders (and 
border crossings), nineteenth-century wests, 
environmental disaster literatures, bodies, 
therapies, writers and their environments, tri-
cultural borders of southwestern literature, 
survivalism, western noir, western American 
biography, Asian north American writing, 
outlaws, indigenous performance, and oral 
traditions. In addition to these conventional 
panels, WLA2014 offered numerous 
opportunities for new scholars and teachers 
to push themselves, particularly in the 
exciting session dedicate to Graduate Student 
Professionalisation and the workshop on 
Teaching Climate Change.  WLA also offered 
refreshing and stimulating roundtables 
throughout the conference programme, most 
notable were those named  ‘Before the West 
Was West,’  and ‘Digital Humanities and 
Western American Literature,’ but there were 
also discussions dedicated to pedagogy and 
‘Teaching Young Adult Literature of the West.’ 
 
So the WLA in Canada, just south of the 
parallel. Interesting. Something to reflect 
upon. I was there to speak about the border 
between the human and the animal (in the 
work of the Canadian poet, Anne Carson), and 
I couldn’t help thinking there was something 
simultaneously deeply material and 
metaphorical about the borders we were 
discussing. As Laurie Ricou has written: “Our 
stories told and written many times make 
places happen.” This idea was in my mind 
while I was taken to the heights of intellectual 
stimulation by two panels: ‘Reading Regions 

and Reading Regionally’ (Kerry Fine, Joseph 
Morton, Arthus Mehanna, Charles L. Crow) 
and ‘Bioregional Poetics of Cascadia’ (Andy 
Meyer, Nadine Maestas, Paul Nelson, Drucilla 
Wall). Those of us looking at alternative 
economies, sensitive responses to place, 
crucial determining factors for responses to 
environmental pressures at the scale of 
society, the region/ bioregion is more than an 
operating concept: it is a frame for life, and it 
doesn’t really signify a border, more a fluid, 
evolving spatial demarcation. As summer was 
fading in the land of the second largest 
country in the world, named Kanata (St 
Lawrence Iroquoian) meaning ‘village’ or 
‘settlement’, conference delegates could not 
be criticised for thinking about home, and 
how their ways of conceiving their place on 
this planet, like regional identity, could be 
subject to future elegies that sense the loss of 
a idea of community over nation – an idea 
with such great potential for our planet. I 
guess that sentimentalised and romanticised 
problem partly depends upon the ways we 
respond to the earth’s call to reimagine our 
physical and emotional placement in ways 
less territorial than the mapped world of 
resources that gives rise to nations and 
inflexible cartographic sensibilities. The 
conference underlined this point with 
significant critical complexity and cultural 
sophistication apposite for twenty-first-
century ecocriticism. 
 
ASLE was founded in 1992 at a special session 
of WLA. WLA will celebrate its half-century of 
fun and adventure at Reno this year. 
 

-Tom Bristow 
 

 

http://www.amazon.com/Border-Songs-Vintage-Contemporaries-Lynch/dp/0307456269
http://www.amazon.com/Border-Songs-Vintage-Contemporaries-Lynch/dp/0307456269
http://www.amazon.com/Border-Songs-Vintage-Contemporaries-Lynch/dp/0307456269
http://www.asle.org/
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Professor Tom Griffiths presenting “Earthing History” 

 
 

 
 

Professor Griffiths fielding questions  

 
 

 
 
Dr Tom Bristow, Immediate Past President of ASLEC-ANZ 

and conference co-organiser, immersed in thought 

 
 

The Humanities Research Centre at ANU provided a 
wonderful venue for collegial exchange 

 

 
 

Dr Monica Gagliano presenting her research on plant 
learning and memory 

 

 
 

We hope you consider joining us for our biennial 
conference in 2016! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Scenes from Affective Habitus, ANU, June 2014 

Keynote Lectures Are Available: 

www.historyofemotions.org.au/events/affective-habitus.aspx 
 

Will Steffan, Michael Marder, Ariel Sallah, Eileen Joy, Deborah Bird Rose, Philip Armstrong, John 
Miller, Elspeth Probyn, Linda Williams, John Plotz, Tom Griffiths, Kate Rigby, Libby Robin, Kirsten 

Wehner, Wendy Wheeler      
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Trace Journal 

Issue on  Digital Animals: Inhabiting 
the Intersections of Nature, 

Culture, and Technology 
 

Deadline for abstract submissions: 1 June 
2015 

Contact: mbianchi@ufl.edu 
 
TRACE publishes online peer-reviewed 
collections in ecology, posthumanism, and 
media studies. Providing an interdisciplinary 
forum for scholars, we focus on the ethical 
and material impact of technology. We 
welcome submissions in a variety of media 
that engage cultures, theories, and 
environments to “trace” the connections 
across and within various ecologies. 
 
The first issue of TRACE explores current 
conversations at the intersection of animal 
studies and digital media studies. Animal 
studies scholars argue that animals influence 
the ways we engage with philosophy, critical 
theory, literature, and filmic technologies. 
Moreover, posthumanist theorists, such as 
Cary Wolfe and Donna Haraway, challenge 
how humans relate to animals--decentering 
humans as the reference for understanding 
relationships between nature and technology. 
TRACE’s Digital Animals: Inhabiting the 
Intersections of Nature, Culture, and 
Technology extends conversations by 
examining the role of digital media in animal 
lives and representations. 

Building on recent conversation in Antennae’s 
“Virtual Animals” and similar publications, 
TRACE questions how digital technology 
augments human-animal interactions and 
reimagines alterity, agency, affect, identity, 
embodiment, and experience. Animals 
influence digital media by challenging 
anthroponormative approaches to technology 
use and design. From drone surveillance 
systems shaped like sharks to ipad apps for 
cats - animals drive innovations in digital 
technology. This issue invites scholars to 
explore the shared ecology of animals and 
technology. 
 
Contributions should make evident how 
cultures conceptualize nonhuman species, as 
well as illustrate how digital media can either 
reify or challenge established perceptions. 
 
Topics for papers may include: 
 

 Representations of animals in games, 
social media, apps, hypertexts, internet 
memes, etc. 

 Digital media designed for nonhuman 
animals 

 Digital imaging, modeling, motion 
capture, or 3D printing of or related to 
animals 

 Artificial intelligence 

 Animal robotics and prostheses 

 Microchipping, tagging, and other 
mechanisms of digital tracking 

 The roles of digital media in animal rights 
advocacy or ethics 

 Posthumanism and systems theory 
 
Completed articles will be peer-reviewed and 
should be between 3000–6000 words in 
length. Multimedia submissions are accepted. 
If you are interested in contributing to the 
TRACE Innovation Initiative’s Fall 2015 issue, 
please send a 500 word abstract to 
mbianchi@ufl.edu by June 1, 2015. 
 
http://trace.english.ufl.edu/news/2015/trace-cfp-

digital-animals-inhabiting-the-intersections-of-
nature-culture-and-technology/ 

Calls for Submissions 
Publications 
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Emotion, Space and Society 
Special Issue on Maternal 

Geographies 
 

Deadline for abstracts: 1 July 2015 
 

Contact Catherine Robinson: 
c.robinson@uts.edu.au 

 
This is a call for abstract submissions for a 
proposed Special Issue of Emotion, Space and 
Society. The Special Issue proposal will be 
subject to review by the journal editors (other 
than Catherine Robinson, who will act as 
Guest Editor). Should the proposal be 
accepted, full papers can then be developed 
for submission and review. The final 
acceptance of all papers is subject to 
successful peer review. 
 
The key concern of this Special Issue is the 
exploration of the placed nature of maternal 
feeling. Maternal feeling is materialised, and 
given experiential force through broad 
cultural environments, specific physical 
geographies and sites, and intimate corporeal 
geographies. Indeed it is precisely the work of 
feeling to thread together cultural, physical 
and corporeal landscapes.  This Special Issue 
traces the routes/roots of maternal feeling 
within such landscapes. Of interest are 
normative ideals of maternal feeling, as well 
as the range of lived maternal feelings which 
always shadow, undo, challenge and overflow 
these. Ambivalence, violence, depression, 
trauma, stress, grief and shame mix uneasily 
but persistently with more publicly expressed 
and expected feelings of joy, fulfilment, pride, 
competence, creativity, harmony and love.  
 
Specifically, the Special Issue seeks analytical 
accounts of how all such feelings are 
produced and experienced in and through 
place. In revealing how maternal feeling is 
subject to multiple and often competing 
mappings, ‘Maternal Geographies’ 
contributes to the denaturalisation of the 
maternal. ‘Maternal Geographies’ offers a 
collection of critical accounts of the sites, 

practices and bodies through which maternal 
feeling is compelled, assembled and 
challenged. 
 
Abstracts 
Submissions should be 400 words maximum. 
 
Timeline 
Abstracts due: July 1st 2015 
Notification of acceptance:  August 1st 2015 
Full papers due: November 1st 2015 
Papers sent out for peer review: By December 
1st 2015 
 
Contact 
Please send all abstracts and inquiries to 
Catherine Robinson, c.robinson@uts.edu.au 
 
www.journals.elsevier.com/emotion-space-
and-society/call-for-papers/call-for-papers-
maternal-geographies/ 
 

 

Humanities and Technology Review 
Special Issue on Technology and 

Politics 
 

Deadline for submissions: 1 July 2015 
Contact: Serwin@barry.edu 

http://htronline.weebly.com/ 
            
The Humanities and Technology Review is 
currently accepting papers of 4000-6000 word 
length for its 2015 issue   This year’s specific 
theme is Technology and Politics, but papers 
addressing any area of technology studies or 
the intersection of technology and some area 
in the humanities (especially environmental 
studies) are welcome. 

mailto:c.robinson@uts.edu.au
http://htronline.weebly.com/call-for-papers.html
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 All submissions must conform to APA, 6th 
edition guidelines. For details see, 
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource
/560/01/ 
  
The HTR is an interdisciplinary, refereed 
journal published annually in the Fall. All 
decisions on submissions are made by blind 
review. 
  
Please address inquiries to: 
 Seán Erwin, PhD 
Editor, Humanities and Technology Review 
Assistant Professor Philosophy 
Barry University 
11415 NE 2nd Avenue 
Barry University 
Miami Shores, FL  33161 
Serwin@barry.edu 
 

 

Edited Collection: 
Ecogothic in Nineteenth-Century 

American Literature 
 

Deadline for abstract submissions:  
31 July 2015 

Contact Dawn Keetley and 
Matthew Wynn Sivils  

dek7@lehigh.edu  
sivils@iastate.edu  

 
We invite proposals for the first collection of 
essays to consider the “ecogothic” in 
nineteenth-century American literature. The 
ecogothic is an emerging area of ecocriticism, 
materializing as a provocative category of 

analysis in EcoGothic, edited by Andrew Smith 
and William Hughes (Manchester University 
Press, 2013), as well as in a special issue of 
Gothic Studies, “The EcoGothic in the Long 
Nineteenth Century,” edited by David Del 
Principe and devoted to British, Irish, and 
Italian literature (May 2014). These two 
collections, along with the work of Simon C. 
Estok on “ecophobia” and Tom Hillard and 
Jenny Bavidge on “gothic nature,” constitute 
the principal existing scholarship on the 
ecogothic that we seek to extend in our 
collection.  
 
We hope that each essay will offer a distinct 
and provocative intervention in thinking 
broadly about the ecogothic (taking careful 
account of both the “eco” and the “gothic), 
doing the work of defining as well as shaping 
diverse formulations of the ways in which 
“nature”—the environment, species, and 
varieties of nonhumans—becomes uncanny, 
monstrous, haunting. 
 
We are casting our net widely, looking for 
proposals that take up any aspect of 
ecogothic, including ecophobia (fear and 
dread of nature), discourses of extinction and 
ecological crisis, narratives of (un)natural 
anomalies, and accounts of environmental 
injustice. We are interested in the “long” 
nineteenth century, so essays that take in late 
eighteenth-century and early twentieth-
century literature are welcome, as are essays 
that consider relatively unknown writers 
(along with the better-known).  
 
Ashgate Publishing has expressed strong 
interest in this collection for their series in 
North American Literature and Environment, 
1600-1900. After we have selected 
contributors, we will submit a full proposal for 
Ashgate’s consideration. 
 
Please send your abstracts of around 500 
words and a short biography to Dawn Keetley 
(dek7@lehigh.edu) and to Matthew Wynn 
Sivils (sivils@iastate.edu) by July 31, 2015. We 
are anticipating a tentative due date for full 
essays of May, 2016. Queries before the 
deadline for abstracts are welcome. 
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New Routledge Book Series: 
Perspectives on the Non-Human in 

Literature and Culture 
 

Series Editor:  Karen Raber 
Professor of English at the University of 

Mississippi 
kraber@olemiss.edu 

 
In recent years, many disciplines within the 
humanities have become increasingly 
concerned with non-human actors and 
entities. The environment, animals, machines, 
objects, weather, and other non-human 
beings and things have taken center stage to 
challenge assumptions about what we have 
traditionally called “the human.”  Informed by 
theoretical approaches like posthumanism, 
the new materialisms, (including Actor 
Network Theory, Object-Oriented Ontology, 
and similar approaches) ecocriticism, and 
critical animal studies, such scholarship has 
until now had no separate and identifiable 
collective home at an academic press. This 
series will provide that home, publishing work 
that shares a concern with the non-human in 
literary and cultural studies.  The series invites 
monographs and essay collections that focus 
primarily on literary texts, but from an 
interdisciplinary, theoretically-informed 
perspective; it will include work that crosses 
geographical and period boundaries.  
If you are interested in finding out more about 
Routledge’s Perspectives on the Non-Human 
in Literature and Culture please contact the 
series editor or Routledge editor below: 
  

For information about content, contact the 
Series Editor:  Karen Raber, Professor of 
English at the University of Mississippi, 
kraber@olemiss.edu 
  
For publishing queries, contact:  Elizabeth 
Levine, Commissioning Editor, Routledge 
Research, 
elizabeth.levine@taylorandfrancis.com 
 
 

 
 

New Bloomsbury Book Series: 
Environmental Cultures - An Open 

Content Series 

 
Series Editors:  Richard Kerridge and Greg 

Garrard 
greg.garrard@ubc.ca 

 
Environmental Cultures is a new open content 
series from Bloomsbury Academic that aims 
to publish innovative work in ecocriticism and 
the environmental humanities. 
 
Environmental crisis is simultaneously and 
inseparably material and cultural, destructive 
and revolutionary. Besides complicating and 
endangering relationships between humans 
and other beings, it transforms human 
identities, communities and nations in 
unpredictable ways. Old distinctions between 
nature and culture are being eroded; new 
values, genres and media are emerging that 
respond to the crisis with mourning, 
scepticism, dismay, resourcefulness or ironic 
resignation. 
 
Environmental Cultures reflects the belief that 
cultural criticism can help avert, resolve, 
mitigate or at least comprehend ecological 
problems. It will publish ambitious, innovative 
literary ecocriticism and interdisciplinary, 
transnational and pedagogical scholarship on 
both traditional and digital media. The series 
will encourage reflexive theoretical critique 
and searching exploration of anti-
environmentalist cultural forms as well as 
sophisticated literary analysis. Cultures are 

mailto:kraber@olemiss.edu
mailto:kraber@olemiss.edu
mailto:elizabeth.levine@taylorandfrancis.com
mailto:greg.garrard@ubc.ca
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unavoidably environmental, for good and ill. 
Environmental Cultures will show how. 
 
We seek book proposals on any topic in this 
field. We are especially looking for 
monographs that take the environmental 
humanities in new directions or widen its 
geographical scope, such as: 
 

 digital ecocriticism; 

 world/comparative literatures; 

 anti-environmentalist cultures; 

 new modes of nature writing; 

 literary responses to ecological science. 
 
We are also commissioning ecocritical studies 
of national or regional literatures. We will 
commission monographs and collaboratively 
written books, but not edited collections or 
conference proceedings. 
 
Titles in the Environmental Cultures series will 
be published as Bloomsbury Open Content. 
This successful publishing model ensures that 
the full text of each book is freely available 
online (under a Creative Commons licence) for 
browsing and searching at the same time as 
being available for sale as print or ebooks. 
 
Series editors: Richard Kerridge (Bath Spa 
University, UK) and Greg Garrard (University 
of British Columbia, Canada). 
 
To have a proposal considered for the series, 
please email Dr Greg Garrard 
(greg.garrard@ubc.ca) for the form. 
 
See: 
http://bloomsburyliterarystudies.typepad.co
m/continuum-literary-studie/2014/07/call-
for-proposals-environmental-cultures-a-new-
open-content-series.html 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Oxford Literary Review 
Issue on Overpopulation 

 
Deadline for abstract submissions:  

15 June 2015 
Deadline for chapter submission: 

15 February 2016 
Contact Timothy Clark: 
t.j.clark@durham.ac.uk 

http://www.euppublishing.com/journal/olr 
 
Global “overpopulation”, considered the 
central environmental issue in the 1970s, 
became an almost taboo topic in the twenty-
first century, often dismissed as drawing 
attention away from international capitalism 
as the primary cause of poverty and 
environmental destruction and at worst 
catering to forms of bigotry or oppression. Yet 
the environmental concerns still associated 
with question of populations–habitat 
destruction, mass extinction, global warming– 
resist being translated without remainder into 
the more morally and politically familiar issue 
of overconsumption. 
 
Virginia Woolf’s famous statement that round 
about 1910 human nature changed was a 
piece of well-judged social observation. 
However, if one said the same thing of 
humanity in the late twentieth or early 
twenty-first centuries, might the statement be 
taken literally? It would be to acknowledge 
the disjunctive emergence of an alarming 
ecological dynamic—that humanity en masse 
becomes of a nature and impact quite 
different to and discontinuous from that of 
individuals and societies at smaller scales. At a 
certain scale, a new kind of thing emerges, 
Michel Serres’s “dense tectonic plates of 
humanity,” the human become the peculiar 

mailto:t.j.clark@durham.ac.uk
http://www.euppublishing.com/journal/olr
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agent of a global violence and irrational self-
destructiveness it cannot command, however 
individually “rational” any one person may be. 
The question of overpopulation renders newly 
and disturbingly imponderable some basic 
categories for thinking of human beings 
(what/who, human/animal, nature/culture, 
zoe/bios). 
 
This issue of OLR invites papers in the field of 
literary criticism and philosophy which 
consider the “dehumanizing” nature of 
overpopulation and its effects, in the sense 
just described or otherwise. Proposals of up 
to 400 words are welcome (email address 
below) by 15th June and a selection will 
shortly after be invited to go ahead to submit 
the full paper. Final copy of papers up to 
7,000 words in length would be due by 
February 15th 2016, for possible publication 
in July 2016. 
 
OLR devotes itself to outstanding writing in 
deconstruction, literary theory, 
psychoanalytic theory, political theory and 
related forms of exploratory thought. 
Founded in 1977 it remains responsive to new 
concerns and committed to patient, inventive 
reading as the wellspring of critical research. 
It has published work by many trailblazing 
thinkers and seeks to take forward the 
movement of deconstructive thought in the 
face of as many forms and institutions as 
possible. “Deconstruction in the 
Anthropocene” (2012) was a notable recent 
issue. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Karri Forests, Western Australia 

(Photo credit: John Ryan) 
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Urbanization and Environmental 
Justice 

 
14-17 October 2015 
Reno, Nevada (USA) 

Submit abstract by 15 May 2015 
amyhamil@nmu.edu 

http://www.westernlit.org/wla-conference-
2015/ 

 
As an affiliate organization, the Western 
Literature Association (WLA) supports an 
Association for the Study of Literature and 
Environment (ASLE) panel at their annual 
conference. With attention to the 2015 WLA 
conference theme – “Visual Culture in the 
Urban West” – this panel will address 
literatures of urbanism, land, and more-than-
human nature, with particular attention to 
Environmental Justice. Proposals are invited 
that critically examine texts through the 
lenses of ecocriticism, environmental justice, 
and urban ecology. How does urbanization – 
particularly in the West – impact the health of  
the land and the people who depend on it? 
How do the infrastructures that support urban 
areas impact the human and more-than-
human inhabitants? How do texts engage 
urban ecology and environmental justice? 

Please submit a 150-word abstract by May 15 
to Amy Hamilton at amyhamil@nmu.edu; 
please include in the subject line of your email 
“ASLE Panel at WLA.” The ASLE panel will be 
formed in time to resubmit your proposal to 
the general call if your submission is not 
selected for the ASLE-sponsored panel. 
 
 
 
 
 

Ecocinema: Celebrating Landscapes 
and Waterscapes 

 
9-10 October 2015 

Birla Institute of Technology and Science 
Pilani, K.K. Birla Goa Campus, Goa, India 

Submit abstract by 15 May 2015 
ecoethicsconference@gmail.com 

http://www.teff.in/ecocinema-conference/ 
 
Whether ecological cinema is the medium of 
cinema which deals with ecological themes or 
it is a methodology with which one can look at 
any cinema from an ecological perspective, 
ecocinema has gained currency in the 
academic areas of ecocriticism, ecological 
studies, environmental studies and ecomedia 

Calls for Papers 
Conferences 

 

mailto:amyhamil@nmu.edu
http://www.westernlit.org/wla-conference-2015/
http://www.westernlit.org/wla-conference-2015/
mailto:ecoethicsconference@gmail.com
http://www.teff.in/ecocinema-conference/
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studies. However, in order for the discipline to 
be integrated into pedagogy, the area has to 
produce more works and scholarship. This can 
happen only if the medium is understood and 
critiqued along with the theme or topic that it 
narrates. The understanding of visuality and 
audiality in various cases, become crucial in 
the appreciation of ecocinema / methodology 
of ecocinema. In a sense, the visuality and 
audiality in ecocinema are representations 
with immense possibilities of interpretations. 
The following (but not limited to) are such 
sub-areas / keywords / theoretical 
frameworks of the conference theme: 
 

 Identity, activism, authenticity, reality, 
aesthetics, materiality, figurations,  
symbols, metonyms, and analogues, 
environmental justice in ecocinema 

 Ecocinema as philosophical, ecopolitical, 
propagandistic, transformational, 
pedagogy,  

 Trashed visuality & audiality 

 Ecocinema as a genre  

 Ecocultural ethics, global water crisis, land 
crisis, tourism and ecocinema 

 
Abstracts not exceeding 100 words should be 
copied to the filled in pre-registration form 
(only on M.S. word document) and emailed to 
ecocinemaconference@gmail.com for 
acceptance on or before 15 May 2015. The 
contributors will be informed of the 
acceptance of the abstract by 15 June 2015. 
Full papers, not exceeding twelve pages and 
typed in single space in A4 following MLA 
style sheet, should be submitted by 15 
September 2015. Please note that a maximum 
of 50 papers will be selected for presentation. 
Selected papers will be published in the form 
of a book, preferably with an International 
publisher.  
 
Registration  
Employees Category:    
Rs. 4000 (with accommodation)   
Rs. 3000 (without accommodation) 
 
Research Scholars:    
Rs. 3000 (with accommodation) 
Rs. 2000 (without accommodation) 

All delegates will be provided with working 
lunch and tea on the two days of the 
conference. A conference-kit will be given to 
them on the first day of the conference. The 
Institute regrets that it cannot offer TA and 
DA. 
 
Mode of Payment 
Payment shall be by cheque in favour of “The 
Director, BITS Pilani, K K Birla Goa Campus” or 
through online money transfer. If you wish to 
pay the delegate fee through NEFT, contact us 
for details at 
 ecoethicsconference@gmail.com 
 
Accommodation to the registered delegates 
will be arranged on request. Please note that 
the rooms will be allotted on sharing basis 
and will be made available only on a first-
come-first-served basis. Transportation (only 
on the conference days) will be arranged for 
presenters whose accommodation is arranged 
by the organizers of the conference. Details of 
the accommodation will be communicated 
after registration.  
 
Abstract Submission: 15 May 2015 
Abstract Acceptance Intimation: 15 June 2015 
Last date of Registration as Delegate: 15 
August 2015 
Submission of the complete paper: 15 
September 2015 
 
Log on to our website for recent updates of 
the conference 
http://www.teff.in/ecocinema-conference 
 
The Conference is organized as part of the 
tiNai Ecofilm Festival 2015.  
 
Convenor 
Prof. Meenakshi Raman 
Head, Department of Humanities and Social 
Sciences 
Birla Institute of Technology and Science 
Pilani 
K. K. Birla Goa Campus, Goa. 
 
Coordinator of the Conference 
Chamber No. A 305 
Department of Humanities and Social Sciences 
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BITS Pilani, K.K. Birla Goa Campus 
Zuarinagar, Goa – 403726 
Phone (Office): 08322580397 
Mobile: 8975297188 
Email: ecoethicsconference@gmail.com 
 
 
 

 
113th Pacific, Ancient and Modern 

Language Association Annual 
Conference 

 
6-8 November 2015 

Portland, Oregon (USA) 
Submit abstract by 15 May 2015 

svonkin@netzero.com 
http://www.pamla.org/2015/topic-areas 
 
 
The 113th Annual PAMLA Conference will be 
held at the Hilton Portland and Executive 
Tower and Portland State University in 
Portland, Oregon, on November 6-8, 2015.  
We hope that you will propose a paper for 
this conference. 
 
The call for papers for the sessions is posted 
online. Please check this website for updates 
and corrections. 
 
Please adhere to the following rules and 
procedures pertaining to registering for and 
presenting papers at the conference. 
Membership: 
 
PAMLA is an organization for its members. All 
participants in the conference must maintain 
current membership, which runs from January 
1, 2015 through December 31, 2015. 
Conference presenters and presiding officers 
should remit their dues by July 1, and must 
pay their conference fees by October 1, in 
order to be listed on the program.  PAMLA 
now offers a combined 
membership/conference fee option, to make 
paying for membership and the conference a 
single step. 
 

Presenters who fail to pay their membership 
dues and conference fees by the appropriate 
deadlines will not be listed in the program and 
will not be allowed to deliver their papers at 
the conference. 
 
Online membership payment is available at 
our website: www.pamla.org 
 
Interested faculty, students, or others not 
presenting or participating in the conference 
may attend the conference without being 
members of PAMLA--although they are 
strongly encouraged to join PAMLA. They 
must, however, pay conference registration 
fees, unless they are students or faculty at the 
host institution, in which case conference 
attendance is free (unless they are presenting 
or presiding, in which case they must pay all 
appropriate fees). 
 
Everyone listed in the program must pay the 
conference registration fee by October 1, 
2015 at the very latest, in addition to having 
paid their 2015 PAMLA Membership.  After 
October 1, a $10 late fee will apply. 
Registration materials will be made available 
online. 
 
Please note: conference registration fees are 
separate from membership dues (you may 
pay both at one time).  
 
Students and faculty from the host institution 
who are not on the program may attend 
sessions and non-fee activities without paying 
the registration fee or membership dues 
(although they are invited to join PAMLA at 
our very reasonable rates). 
Paper Proposals and Presentations: 
 
One does not have to be a member of PAMLA 
to propose a paper, but one must become a 
member by July 1 to be listed in the program. 
 
In order to propose a paper, a paper title, an 
approximately 500-word proposal, and an 
approximately 50-word abstract should be 
submitted online at:  
http://www.pamla.org/2015/proposals by 
May 15, 2015 (you will first have to register 

mailto:svonkin@netzero.com
http://www.pamla.org/2015/topic-areas
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on the website--proposals submitted before 
the deadline are most welcome).  
 
The same paper may not be submitted to 
more than one session. However, you may 
submit different paper proposals to different 
sessions (as long as you let each session's 
Presiding Officer know that you have done so, 
and as long as you remember that you may 
only deliver a single paper at the conference. 
Please limit the number of your submissions, 
however, to a reasonable number.). 
 
A member may preside over only one session, 
and may not present more than one paper at 
the conference. The Executive Director and 
presiding officers shall resolve any conflicts 
that may arise. 
 
Please notify the Presiding Officer and 
Executive Director if you cannot be present at 
the conference so that the program can be 
updated and a replacement found, if possible. 
While we recognize that emergencies arise, 
please make your plans as early as possible to 
attend or not to attend the conference. 
PAMLA would like to uphold the highest 
professional standards for its members and 
participants. Last-minute cancellations in the 
program, especially those that could have 
been conveyed early, do not bode well for the 
organization and the conference. Papers may 
not be read in absentia. 
 
Conference sessions are ninety-minutes long, 
with three to four papers in each session. 
Each paper should be 15-20 minutes to leave 
time for introductions and discussion (for 
sessions with four panelists, each panelist will 
have approximately 15 to 16 minutes; for 
sessions with three panelists, each panelist 
will have approximately 20 minutes--contact 
your Presiding Officer for the exact time 
details for your session). Please observe this 
time limit when writing your paper. 
 
AV equipment is very limited this year.  On 
Friday when we will be at the Hilton Hotel, we 
will have no "smart classrooms"--there will be 
no computers on-site, no DVD players, no CD 
players, no speaker/sound systems, no 

overhead projectors, and no document 
cameras.  There will be LCD projection screens 
available to connect to laptops. Each session 
should use no more than one laptop.  All 
presenters who will need AV equipment are 
required to notify their Presiding Officer 
online, at the same time that they propose 
their paper (by May 15). The Presiding Officer 
will then coordinate with the presenters to 
ensure one laptop is available, and all 
presentations must be loaded onto the 
designated laptop in advance of the session.  
Presenters should not plan to switch hookups 
during a session. 
 
Please consider developing your paper into a 
publishable essay for Pacific Coast Philology 
(PCP), PAMLA's annual refereed journal. 
Guidelines for submission are available on the 
website and at the conference. 
 
See more at: 
http://www.pamla.org/2015/guidelines-and-
procedures#sthash.wBl8zgEw.dpuf 
 
 

 
 

Affect Theory Conference 
 

14-17 October 2015 
Millersville University's Ware Center, 

Lancaster PA (USA) 
Submit abstract by 18 May 2015 

affect-conf@millersville.edu 
http://www.affecttheorymu.com 

 
Over the course of the last decade especially, 
it is safe to say that affect, studies of affect, 
and theories of affect have steadily risen to 
prominence within and across a variety of 
academic disciplines, artistic practices, and 
research approaches. Not without some 
amount of controversy and pushback, the 
relatively rapid movement of affect toward 
the forefront of critical attention has been 
opening new paths of intellectual inquiry, 
reshuffling longstanding debates and 
conceptual formations, and inspiring 
imaginative cross-fertilizations of disciplinary 

mailto:affect-conf@millersville.edu
http://www.affecttheorymu.com/
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and aesthetic genres. Now seems a perfect 
time to pause and take stock. So, let’s do that. 
 
Gathering together many of the leading and 
emerging voices that have helped give 
contour and texture to the contemporary 
discourses of affect, this three-day conference 
– with a lively mix of plenaries and selected 
panel-streams – will be devoted to addressing 
affect from a broad spectrum of vantage 
points. 
 
Located in and around Millersville University's 
Ware Center in downtown Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania, this setting will provide a truly 
intimate and distinctive opportunity to 
engage in-depth and at length in discussions 
about the past, present and future state(s) of 
affect study. Duke University Press will publish 
work drawn from this conference in a follow-
up volume to the Affect Theory Reader (Gregg 
& Seigworth, 2010). 
 

 
Environmental Humanities on the 

Ground: Materiality, Sustainability, 
and Applicability 

 
6-8 November 2015 

Shanghai Normal University 
Submit abstract by 21 May 2015 

environment2015@163.com 
 

There has been much discussion recently of 
the overarching intersections between various 
humanistic disciplines concerned with the 
environment – environmental history, 
philosophy, art, and literature, among others. 

But it is now time for these fields, in the spirit 
of new trends in eco-materialism, to come 
down from the sky and touch the practical  
ground. How might we apply our work as 
scholars and teachers in the environmental 
humanities to the New Materialism? What are 
the points of intersection between human 
culture and ecological impacts? How does the 
perennial tension between economic 
development and the protection of nature 
and human well-being find expression in 
literature and art? Can our theories and 
analytical methods be applied to material 
culture as well as to artistic and popular texts?  
 
The upcoming conference to be held in 
Shanghai Normal University on November 6-8, 
2015 attempts to answer the call for us to 
bring the combined force of humanistic 
disciplines to bear on serious environmental 
and social issues facing countries around the 
world—for us to find our “seat at the table” 
along with such "practical disciplines" as law, 
business, politics, engineering, and the natural 
sciences. We welcome proposals that address 
(but not limited to) the following topics, 
better with a cross-disciplinary purpose or 
scope: 
 

 The language of responses to 
climatechange 

 Soil, food, and sustainability 

 Manufactured landscape and ethical 
dilemma 

 Discursive representations of animals 

 Body, place, and justice 

 Nature, earth, and art 
 
Please submit your abstract in English (max. 
300 words) before 21 May 2015 to the 
conference at: environment2015@163.com. 
An academic committee made up of 
distinguished Chinese and international 
scholars will evaluate the submitted paper 
proposals so that the quality of the 
presentations will be guaranteed. Notification 
of acceptance will be made by the end of May 
2015. For those who are accepted, there will 
be no charge of registration fees. 
 

 

mailto:environment2015@163.com
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Meeting of the International 
Society for Environmental Ethics 

(ISEE) at the Eastern Division 
Meeting of the American 

Philosophical Association (APA) 
 

6-9 January 2016 
Wardman Park Marriott, Washington D.C. 

Submit abstract by 1 June 2015 
bhale@colorado.edu 

 
The International Society for Environmental 
Ethics invites submissions of individual papers 
(approximately 20 minutes running time) or 
proposals for themed sessions (particular 
topics, author meets critics, etc.; 2 or 3 hours 
running time) for the next Eastern Division 
APA meeting. The meeting will be held in 
Washington DC. 
 
For individual paper submissions, please 
submit a full paper or an abstract of 200 
words maximum. 
 
For themed sessions, please submit title of 
session, names of presenters and an abstract 
for each paper (if appropriate). Participants 
should be confirmed as willing to attend if the 
session goes forward. 
 
Materials should be submitted electronically 
in Word or PDF format to Benjamin Hale (ISEE 
Vice-President) at bhale@colorado.edu 
 
The deadline for submitting materials and 
proposals is June 1, 2015. Decisions on papers 
will be made during the summer, both by an 
ISEE committee and eventually by the APA 
scheduling committee. As final programming 
is contingent upon the APA schedulers 
coordinating all of the various group sessions, 
ISEE will not be able to notify applicants of 
acceptance until approximately the end of 
August. 
 
Benjamin Hale 
Associate Professor 
Philosophy Department and 
Environmental Studies Program 

 

 
50th Annual Conference of the 
Western Literature Association 

Visual Culture of the Urban West 
 

14-17 October 2015 
Reno, Nevada (USA) 

 Submit abstract by 15 June 2015 
WLAConference2015@westernlit.org 

 
David Fenimore (University of Nevada, Reno) 
and Susan Bernardin (SUNY Oneonta) invite 
you to Reno, October 14-17, 2015 to 
celebrate our 50th anniversary. Our 
conference will look back on fifty years of 
intergenerational scholarship, mentoring, and 
community-building with the Legacy 
Roundtable. We will consider formative 
movements and moments in Western 
American literary studies with special sessions 
on “Keywords” and “Critical Genealogies.” At 
the same time, we look forward to the next 50 
years as we recognize innovations in 21st-
century literary, visual, cinematic, and 
performative arts. To highlight our 
consideration of old and new Wests, of local 
and the global Wests, our annual 
Distinguished Achievement Awards honor 
LeAnne Howe, Choctaw novelist, scholar, and 
playwright, and the late Robert Laxalt, Nevada 
journalist and foundational writer of Basque-
American experience. Featured speakers and 
performers include Howe, Arigon Starr 
(Kickapoo singer/musician/artist), and novelist 
and musician Willy Vlautin. 
 
In addition to proposals on any aspects of the 
literature and culture of the North American 

mailto:WLAConference2015@westernlit.org
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West, we especially encourage innovative 
proposals on the following: 
 

 Visual culture, film, performance 

 Environmental art, politics, justice, 
literatures 

 Indigenous Wests, writers, filmmakers, 
artists 

 Basque-American writers 

 Latino/a Studies in Western places 

 Twain and Tahoe 

 Gendered spaces in the West 

 Emigrant and mining narratives 

 The recreational West: tourism, 
mountaineering, river-running 

 
Reno is easily reached by direct flights from 
many major hubs, soon to include New York 
City and London! Amtrak’s California Zephyr 
stops daily at the depot a few steps from 
Harrah’s Reno, our conference hotel, where 
room rates will run $99/night Friday and 
Saturday, and $59 other nights, with many 
complimentary amenities including wifi and 
Starbucks coupons.  
 
See https://www.caesars.com/harrahs-
reno/hotel for more information.  
 
If you would like to make your reservation, 
there are two ways to do so: (1) call the 
hotel’s central reservations at (888) 726-6311 
and provide the group code: S10WLA5 to 
make the reservation over the phone. There is 
a fee associated with that process. (2) The 
easiest (and free!) way to make a reservation 
is to use this reservation link: 
 http://www.totalrewards.com/hotel-
reservations?propCode=REN&groupCode=S10
WLA5. Either way, the first night’s room and 
tax deposit will be required. 
 
Stay tuned for important updates via our 
Western Literature Association Facebook 
page and twitter at  #WesternAmerica1 and 
#westernlit2015 
 
All participants must be members of the 
Western Literature Association. 
Proposals for panels and roundtable 
discussions should include an abstract for 

each paper or presentation.  Proposal 
deadline: June 15, 2015.   
To submit presentations, go to  
https://www.conftool.pro/wla-conference-
2015.  
 
You will be asked to create an account with 
user name and password, after which you 
may upload and edit your submission(s) at any 
time prior to the deadline. (User accounts 
from previous conferences were not carried 
over, so please take a minute to create a new 
account.) 
 
Contact us with questions about the 
conference at 
WLAConference2015@westernlit.org. 

 

 
37TH ANNUAL HUMANITIES AND 

TECHNOLOGY CONFERENCE 
MORALITY AND CREATIVITY IN A 

TECHNOLOGICAL AGE 
 

5-7 November 2015 
Newpoer, Rhode Island (USA) 

 Submit abstract by 1 July 2015 
http://htronline.weebly.com/hta-conference-

2015.html 
 

We are happy to announce the call for papers 
for the 37th annual Humanities and 
Technology Association Conference. The main 
track for this year’s conference will be 
Morality and Creativity in a Technological Age. 
Though the pursuit of the good and the 
beautiful is in some ways timeless, the impact 

http://htronline.weebly.com/hta-conference-2015.html
http://htronline.weebly.com/hta-conference-2015.html
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which technology has come to have on 
contemporary society forces us to confront 
new moral challenges while presenting us 
with the opportunity to create works of art 
that alternately augment and contrast with 
the world of our machines. The traditional 
fields of ethics and aesthetics are thus cast in 
a new light, one which this meeting will aim to 
explore.    
 
Along these lines, papers are welcome that 
examine any number of ethical and/or 
aesthetic topics. Possible themes include the 
ethical coding of technologies; the ethics of 
gene technology and human engineering; the 
use of GMOs, questions of food security, and 
food sovereignty, along with questions of 
social and political philosophy, such as how 
technology influences our sense of being 
human, how it enhances or threatens 
economic well-being, or how drones and 
other technologies influence war, and 
whether they even threaten the very 
possibility of still engaging in a just war.  
 
Running alongside these ethical challenges is 
the potentially redemptive power of art. How 
might art humanize the oftentimes 
dehumanizing world of modern technology?  
What role might it play in a world of machines 
and devices?  How can the pursuit of the 
beautiful today inspire or otherwise clarify the 
pursuit of the good?    
 
In addition to encouraging the publication of 
articles from the conference in the 
Humanities and Technology Review, we may 
also solicit talks on the main topic for 
inclusion in an edited volume on Morality and 
Creativity in a Technological Age. However, to 
allow for as broad of a range of scholars as 
possible at the conference, papers and panel 
suggestions will be accepted that examine 
other vital issue areas at the juncture of 
technology and society, such as politics and 
social life, representations of technology, and 
technology and education.  
 
The Humanities and Technology Association is 
an interdisciplinary scholarly society that 
explores the impact of technology on human 

life from a broad range of perspectives. We 
welcome papers that investigate the cultural 
interaction of the humanities, science, 
engineering, and technology. 
 
Please submit an abstract (approximately 500 
words) by 1 July 2015 to Craig Condella 
(craig.condella@salve.edu) and state the track 
for which you are submitting your paper. 
Include basic biographical information such as 
your affiliated institution and your position at 
this institution. Also indicate whether you will 
need AV equipment or special 
accommodations. (Graduate students are 
welcome.) 
 
If you have questions, please contact: 
Craig Condella, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor of Philosophy 
Salve Regina University 
100 Ochre Point Ave. 
Newport, RI 02840 
Email: craig.condella@salve.edu 
Tel. 401-341-3126 
 
Darrell Arnold, Ph.D. 
President, HTA 
Department of History, Philosophy, and 
Global Studies 
St. Thomas University 
16401 NW 37th Ave. 
Miami Gardens, FL 33054 
Email: darnold@stu.edu 
Tel. 786-501-0840 

 
 

 
 

Kings-Canyon by Ueli Fahrni - http://www.australien-
links.ch.  
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“Cowspiracy: The Sustainability 

Secret” Screening and Q&A 
 

28 May 2015 (6.30-9.00pm) 
Stanley Burbury Theatre, Sandy Bay campus 

University of Tasmania 
Contact Belinda Williams: 

Belinda.Williams@utas.edu.au 
www.facebook.com/events/40974018920698

4/  
 
This is a screening of the ground-breaking 
feature-length environmental documentary 
hosted by Vegetarian Tasmania and Sea 
Shepherd Australia. The film follows an 
intrepid filmmaker as he uncovers the most 
destructive industry facing the planet today – 
and investigates why the world's leading 
environmental organisations are too afraid to 
talk about it. As eye-opening as Blackfish and 
as inspiring as An Inconvenient Truth, this 
shocking yet humorous documentary reveals 
the absolutely devastating environmental 
impact large-scale factory farming has on our 
planet. Following the film, there will be a Q& 
A session with a panel of experts to discuss 
the issues raised in the film. 
The panel will include: 
Meg Good (Director of Education at Animal 
law Institute and PhD Candidate, University of 
Tasmania) 
Michael Bruhn (Sea Shepherd) 
Karen Bevis (Coordinator of Vegetarian 
Tasmania) 
 

The Tasmanian School of Business and 
Economics (TSBE) is hosting a seminar by Prof 
Christine Parker. 
 
The Tasmanian School of Business & 
Economics is also hosting the following 
seminar: ‘Misleading the ethical consumer:  
can a consumer code resolve conflict over 
“free range” eggs?’ Professor Christine Parker, 
Law, Monash University Friday 29 May 2015 
11.00pm to 12.30 pm in Harvard Lecture 
Theatre 2, Centenary Building (Hobart) and via 
videolink to D131 (Newnham) 
 
For enquiries, contact the seminar convenor 
Belinda.Williams@utas.edu.au 

 

 
“Afterburn” Screening and 

Roundtable Discussion 
 

11 June 2015 (6.00–9.00PM) 
The Dax Centre (the auditorium) 

Kenneth Myer Building, Genetics Lane, (off 
Royal Parade), Parkville  

Further Information and Registration 
 
A free screening of Moira Fahy's remarkable 
film Afterburn, which traces the emotional 

Invitations to Attend 
Openings, Screenings, Symposia and Other Events 

 

mailto:Belinda.Williams@utas.edu.au
http://www.facebook.com/events/409740189206984/
http://www.facebook.com/events/409740189206984/
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/afterburn-screening-and-roundtable-discussion-tickets-16795992265?utm_campaign=order_confirm&utm_medium=email&ref=eemailordconf&utm_source=eb_email&utm_term=eventname
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experiences of three families as they rebuild 
their lives in the wake of the Black Saturday 
bushfires.  The screening will be followed by a 
roundtable interdisciplinary discussion, 
featuring Moira Fahy (filmmaker and 
scriptwriter), Professor Tom Griffiths (Fire 
historian and William Keith Hancock Professor 
of History, ANU), Dr Alex Lambert (Lecturer in 
Communication and Media, Monash 
University), and Ruth Wraith (psychotherapist, 
with particular expertise in the aftermath of 
disasters).  The discussion will be chaired by 
Grace Moore (Senior Research Fellow, Centre 
for the History of Emotions) and will be 
followed by drinks and finger food. The 
screening is one of several events organized 
to coincide with the From The Fire exhibition 
at The Dax Centre  (27 May-30 October, 2015) 
and is a partnership event between The DC 
and the ARC Centre of Excellence for the 
History of Emotions, with additional 
sponsorship from the School of Culture and 
Communication, the University of Melbourne.  
Registration is essential All welcome!  Copies 
of the film will be available for sale on the 
night (cash only, please). From The Fire brings 
together a selection of artworks made by 
people who experienced the Black Saturday 
bushfires in 2009. This exhibition captures the 
destruction of the fires and the emotional 
aftermath, with a focus on the impact of 
trauma. 
 

 
 

Nature and the Philosophy of 
Nature in German Idealism and 

Romanticism 
 

15–17 June 2015 
The University of Sydney 

CCANESA Board Room, Level 4,  
Madsen Building 

http://sydney.edu.au/arts/philosophy/researc
h/conferences.shtml 

 
Over the last two decades, there has been an 
immense revival of interest in German 
romanticism and idealism. Philosophers 
working in a variety of areas have embraced 

the ideas of the German romantics and 
idealists, disentangling them from false or 
misunderstood legacies, and reexamining 
them in light of contemporary debates. 
 
In spite of this increase of interest, however, 
one of the key concerns of romanticism and 
idealism remains largely overlooked. The idea 
of nature, the relation between the human 
being and the natural world, and the notion of 
a philosophy of nature were, arguably, the 
most central and definitive concerns of 
philosophers around 1800. This is evident not 
only in Kant’s Critique of Judgment, but also in 
Schelling’s Naturphilosophie, Hegel’s 
philosophies of nature and history, Goethe’s 
scientific and methodological writings, 
Herder’s anthropology and philosophy of 
science, as well as Friedrich Schlegel’s and 
Novalis’s theoretical and poetic accounts of 
the natural world and the human place within 
it. 
 
This conference aims to shed light on the 
romantic and idealist concern with nature and 
the philosophy of nature by posing and 
responding to the following questions: 
 

 What is the idea of nature, and what is 
the relation between nature and culture? 

 What is the meaning of a philosophy of 
nature? 

 What are the various methodologies by 
which to approach nature philosophically? 

 How does the philosophy of nature differ 
from, complement, or develop the 
accounts of nature offered in the sciences 
of the time? 

 What is the legacy of the romantic and 
idealist conceptions of nature? 

 
The conference has been made possible 
through the support of the Australian 
Academy of the Humanities/The Ernst and 
Rosemarie Keller Award, the Faculty of Arts 
and Social Sciences at the University of 
Sydney, the Sydney Centre for the 
Foundations of Science at the University of 
Sydney, and the Australian Research Council 
Future Fellowship of Professor Peter Anstey. 
Conference Schedule and Registration 

http://sydney.edu.au/arts/philosophy/research/conferences.shtml
http://sydney.edu.au/arts/philosophy/research/conferences.shtml
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Please click here to register. (You are 
welcome to register for the full conference, or 
for part of the conference.) 
The conference schedule can be downloaded 
here. 
 
For more information please contact Dalia 
Nassar: dalia.nassar@sydney.edu.au 
 
 
 
 
 

Cities in a Climate of Change 
Conference 

 
1–4 July 2015 

Auckland, Aotearoa  
New Zealand 

http://iapa2015.nz/cities-in-a-climate-of-
change-conference 

 
The bilingual (English / Chinese) Cities in a 
Climate of Change: Public Art and 
Environmental and Social Ecologies 
conference will investigate the ways that 
public art can contribute to the social and 
environmental development of cities. Over 
four days in Auckland, New Zealand, the 2015 
International Award for Public Art (IAPA) 
Conference will bring together leading artists, 
curators, sociologists, art theorists, urban 
planners, architects, public health and 
environmental scientists from around the 
world. 
 
Cities in a Climate of Change will bring an 
investigative focus to current discussion on 
public art, climate change and the place-
making practices contributing to the 
formation of ‘liveable cities’. It will explore the 
practices and politics of place-making and 
creative actions, and their intersections with 
social and cultural change, sustainability, and 
environmental and economic development. 
Cities in a Climate of Change will encourage 
dialogue on matters of global relevance 
alongside consideration of issues raised by the 
art and ideas emerging from the regions of its 
host partners – New Zealand, Australia and 

the Pacific, and the rapid development of 
cities and towns in China. 
 
In recognition of the host partners the Elam 
School of Fine Arts at the National Institute of 
Creative Arts and Industries (NICAI), 
University of Auckland and the Shandong 
University of Art & Design (SUAD), and the 
Chinese origins of the IAPA, the conference in 
Auckland will offer all presentations 
simultaneously in both English and Chinese. 

 

 
NEOLIFE: The Inaugural (Rest of the 

World) SLSA Conference 
 

1–3 October 2015 
University of Western Australia, Perth 

http://www.symbiotica.uwa.edu.au/activities
/neolife-slsa-2015 

 
From the odd to the mundane, new forms of 
life are emerging in labs, workshops and 
studios. With the promise of exploitation for 
health and wealth we are seeing life as it 
previously never existed, albeit smothered in 
hyperbole, rhetoric and speculation. How do 
cultures such as Indigenous Australia respond 
to Neolife? On what terms are countries like 
China, India, Singapore and Japan, who have a 
rapidly growing biotech industry embracing or 
rejecting Neolife? How different is it to the 
west? Neolife: The Rest of the World SLSA 
2015 meeting in Perth, Western Australia will 
attempt to address these questions from a 
wide range of approaches. 
 
SymbioticA presents the inaugural Rest of the 
World (RotW) SLSA conference in Perth, 
Western Australia from 1-3 October 2015. 
This will be the first time the conference, will 
be staged outside of Europe or the United 
States, presenting an excellent opportunity 

mailto:dalia.nassar@sydney.edu.au
http://iapa2015.nz/cities-in-a-climate-of-change-conference
http://iapa2015.nz/cities-in-a-climate-of-change-conference
http://www.symbiotica.uwa.edu.au/activities/neolife-slsa-2015
http://www.symbiotica.uwa.edu.au/activities/neolife-slsa-2015
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for SLSA members in Australia, Asia and New 
Zealand to take part in the conference. 
 
Confirmed Keynotes include: Dr. Carmen 
Lawrence, Gunalan Nadarajan & Yilin Cao. 
 
2015 represents the 20th anniversary of the 
public outing of regenerative biology which 
ushered an ontological crisis and new 
perspectives into the ways living bodies have 
been related to.  The last twenty years also 
seen a shift in (or maybe a return of) the 
approach of scientists’ attempt to capture the 
public imagination; public engagement in 
forms of science on the display and as a 
spectacle. This meeting will try to get western 
and non-western perspectives in relation to 
life on display as well as life transformed into 
a raw material to be engineered. 
 
The meeting is planned to take place at the 
beautiful Crawley campus of The University of 
Western Australia in Perth. SymbioticA will 
arrange a series of workshops and pre-
meeting events, as practical and conceptual 
build up to the main event via the SymbioticA 
Lab which was established at UWA in 2000. 
 
Early Bird Registration discount: 
Full Registration $320.00 
Student/Concession Registration $260.00  

 

 
 

ACHRC  Australasian Consortium of 
Humanities Research Centres, 

Annual Meeting 
 

9–10 November 2015 
Auckland, Aotearoa  

New Zealand 
Contact: Tully Barnett 

tully.barnett@flinders.edu.au 

www.achrc.net/annual-meetings/ 
 

Our Annual Meeting is the central event of 
the ACHRC calendar. It combines our AGM 
with a symposium addressing significant 
practical issues of concern to Humanities-
based researchers in the tertiary sector in 
Australia, New Zealand and beyond, with a 
focus on research centres as a strategic 
cornerstone of that sector. We advance our 
member initiatives such as Humanities in the 
Regions, Collaborating with Collecting 
Institutions, and the Early Career Research 
Network. We run workshops and/or pre-
meetings focussing on specific areas of 
centre-based Humanities research. 
 
Dates:  9-10 November 2015 
Location: Auckland, Aotearoa New Zealand, 
Hosted by Associate Professor Kerry Taylor, 
W.H. Oliver Humanities Research Academy, 
Massey University 
With pre-meetings scheduled for the 
afternoon of Sunday 8 November, Auckland. 
 
For more information contact Tully Barnett:  
tully.barnett@flinders.edu.au 

 

 
Eastern grey kangaroo dec07 02 

(Photo Credit: fir0002 | flagstaffotos.com.au)  

mailto:tully.barnett@flinders.edu.au
http://www.achrc.net/annual-meetings/
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Four PhD Fellowships in 
Environmental Humanities 

 

The University of Leeds 
Closing Date: 17 May 2015 

Contact: r.hudson@adm.leeds.ac.uk 
https://enhanceeu.wordpress.com/about/uni

versity-of-leeds-four-phd-fellowships-in-
environmental-humanities/ 

 

Full time, fixed term for 36 months, October 
1, 2015 to September 30, 2018 
 
Host supervisors: Dr Fiona Becket, Dr George 
Holmes, Prof. Graham Huggan 
 
Note: Applicants who have lived or worked for 
more than 12 months in the last three years in 
the United Kingdom are not eligible to apply 
for the positions based in the United Kingdom 
according to the Marie Curie ITN regulations. 
They are encouraged to apply for positions 
hosted at the other main beneficiaries: the 
Rachel Carson Center for Environment and 
Society (Munich) and the KTH Royal Institute 
of Technology (Stockholm). 
 
The PhD fellow will be expected to do 
research in one or other of two predesignated 
areas. Two fellows will work in the first of 
these areas, and two in the second. 
Candidates should specify which of these 
areas they will work in. 
 
One of these areas will examine the 
connections between the representation and 
preservation of wild spaces and species in the 

pan-European context; will analyse specific 
instances of these connections in the work of 
contemporary European nature writers 
and/or natural history filmmakers; and will 
gauge the applicability of this work to EU 
environmental, wildlife, and conservation 
policy (including rewilding) in the context of 
Natura 2000. 
 
The other area will examine current and 
historical water-related crises in Europe and 
globally within the larger historical framework 
of natural disaster; will analyse their cultural 
components; and will look at the communities 
created through such disasters and at the 
paradoxical capacity of flood, drought, and 
other natural disasters to produce more 
sustainable models for collective living, in 
Europe and elsewhere.  
 
To apply, follow the link here: 
https://jobs.leeds.ac.uk/vacancy.aspx?ref=AR
TEN1006 
 
Your application should include the following: 
 
1. Curriculum vitae 
2. Transcripts of university degrees 
3. Other material (max three pieces) that the 
applicant wishes to include, such as for 
example essays, articles or other texts 
4. A plan for the suggested doctoral work, 
max 4 pages 
 
For further details, please contact Rosie 
Hudson: r.hudson@adm.leeds.ac.uk 

 
 
 
 

 

Macquarie University Postdoctoral 
Research Fellowships 

 

Expression of Interest: 10 June 2015 
Contact: research.preaward@mq.edu.au 

http://www.research.mq.edu.au/research_fu
nding/internal_funding/mqrf 

 
 

The purpose of the Macquarie University 
Research Fellowships (MQRF) Scheme is to 

Employment Opportunities 
Jobs, Fellowships and Internships 

 

mailto:r.hudson@adm.leeds.ac.uk
https://enhanceeu.wordpress.com/about/university-of-leeds-four-phd-fellowships-in-environmental-humanities/
https://enhanceeu.wordpress.com/about/university-of-leeds-four-phd-fellowships-in-environmental-humanities/
https://enhanceeu.wordpress.com/about/university-of-leeds-four-phd-fellowships-in-environmental-humanities/
mailto:research.preaward@mq.edu.au
http://www.research.mq.edu.au/research_funding/internal_funding/mqrf
http://www.research.mq.edu.au/research_funding/internal_funding/mqrf
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support researchers within three years of the 
award of their PhD who have an outstanding 
track record (relative to opportunity) and/or 
who show evidence of excellent research 
potential.  The Scheme provides an incubation 
period for early career researchers to allow 
them to increase their competitive edge in 
securing research funding from non-University 
sources.  In addition, the Scheme aims to 
enhance the research capabilities of existing 
and emerging areas of research strength at 
Macquarie University. 
Funding   
 
Up to ten full-time Research Fellowships 
commencing in 2016 will be awarded on a 
competitive basis, and will be tenurable for 
three years. The salary range for the 
Fellowship will be awarded at  step 6, 7 or 8 of 
Level A of the Academic Salary Scale, plus 
annual leave loading and 17% employer 
superannuation. These salary levels will be 
adjusted in line with movements in the 
Academic Salary Scale. Salaries above the 
range A6-A8 cannot be supported by the 
Fellowship however supplementation by the 
Host Department may be negotiated. 
Faculty Processes   
 
The Faculties have their own approval and 
review processes for grants under this 
scheme. They may also have deadlines for 
submission of draft applications that are 
earlier than the Research Office deadlines. 
Please ensure that you contact your Faculty, 
as early as possible, for information on 
process and deadlines. Faculty contacts: 
 
Faculty of Arts 
ArtsRO@mq.edu.au 
 
Faculty of Business and Economics 
fberu@mq.edu.au 
Ph 9850 8485 (x8485), Faculty Research 
Manager, Ms Kerry Todd-Smith 
 
Faculty of Human Sciences 
humansciencesresearch@mq.edu.au 
Ph 9850 8073 (x8073), Faculty Research 
Manager, Mr Colm Halbert 
 

Faculty of Medicine and Health Sciences 
kyle.ratinac@mq.edu.au 
Ph 9850 2788 (x2788), Faculty Research 
Manager, Dr Kyle Ratinac 
 
Faculty of Science and Engineering 
sci.research@mq.edu.au 
Ph 9850 8912 (x8912), Faculty Research 
Manager, Ms Irina Zakoshanski 
 
MGSM Research Office 
research@mgsm.edu.au  
Ph 9850 7732 (x7732), Research Office 
Executive, Mrs Kerry Daniel 
Key Dates   
 
Expression of Interest (EoI) Key Dates: 
Opening Date: Wednesday 6 May 2015 
Faculty Deadline: Consult your FRM as this will 
be earlier than the RO closing date 
Closing Date: Wednesday 10 June 2015, 5pm 
(AEST) 
Outcomes Expected: Wednesday 22 July 2015 
 
Full Proposal (by invitation only) Key Dates: 
Opening Date: Wednesday 22 July 2015 
Faculty Deadline: Consult your FRM as this will 
be earlier than the RO closing date 
Closing Date: Wednesday 19 August 2015, 
5pm (AEST) 
Sponsor & HoD Reports Due: Wednesday 26 
August 2015, 5pm (AEST) 
Independent Reviewer Reports Due: Monday 
14 September 2015 
Outcomes Expected: Mid October 2015 
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Environmental Humanities Visiting 
Research Fellowships, 2016 

 

The University of Edinburgh 
Closing Date: 16 February 2016 

Contact: iash@ed.ac.uk 
www.iash.ed.ac.uk/fellowships/fellowships-

at-iash/environmental-humanities-vrf/ 
 

Applications are invited for IASH 
Environmental Humanities Visiting Research 
Fellowships of between two and four months. 
 
These Visiting Fellowships are intended to 
encourage outstanding interdisciplinary 
research, international scholarly 
collaboration, and networking activities of 
Visiting Research Fellows with a specific focus 
on the Environmental Humanities. Fellows will 
be expected to contribute to furthering the 
work of the Edinburgh Environmental 
Humanities network, to explore where 
possible collaborations with academic staff in 
Edinburgh Environmental Humanities 
network, and to take an active part in IASH 
interdisciplinary events. 
 
Fellows will be expected to give two 
presentations about their research during 
their stay, one at IASH and one to 
Environmental Humanities colleagues. 
 
A bursary of up to £1,000 will be offered to 
successful candidates to contribute towards 
travel and subsistence costs. 
 
 

The closing date for the receipt of the next 
round of applications is 28 February 2016. 
 
Applications received after that date will not 
be considered. Successful candidates will be 
notified by email by the end of April 2016 with 
a formal letter of confirmation to follow; 
please ensure that you supply a valid email 
address so that you can be contacted quickly 
after decisions are made. 
 
The application form is the same as the 
standard Visiting Research Fellowships, 
though candidates should clearly indicate  
 
their interest in being considered for the 
Environmental Humanities Visiting Research 
Fellowship in their application.  The form can 
be completed on or offline: 
 
A minimum of two and a maximum of three 
confidential references are required.  At least 
one referee should come from outside the 
institution of the applicant. Referees should 
comment on the nature and quality of the 
research proposal, as well as on the 
qualifications of the applicant. 
 
Applicants should ask their referees to send 
their references by email to the Institute 
Director at iash@ed.ac.uk by 28 February 
2016. 
 
Candidates for Fellowships will hold a 
doctorate or equivalent professional 
qualification. Consideration will be given to 
the academic record and the publications of 
all applicants and their capacity to 
disseminate their views among a community 
of like-minded people. Candidates should give 
evidence of any contact they have made with 
researchers at the University of Edinburgh, 
and of proposed collaboration during and 
beyond their visit to Edinburgh; those who do 
make such contact before submitting their 
applications will be at an advantage. 
Competition for Fellowships is intense and 
preference may be given to applicants who 
have not previously held a Fellowship at the 
Institute or an equivalent institution. 
 

mailto:iash@ed.ac.uk
http://www.iash.ed.ac.uk/fellowships/fellowships-at-iash/environmental-humanities-vrf/
http://www.iash.ed.ac.uk/fellowships/fellowships-at-iash/environmental-humanities-vrf/
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The Institute was established in 1970 to 
promote enquiry of the highest standards in 
the Humanities and Social Sciences. Inter-
departmental and inter-disciplinary study is 
encouraged. 
 
Fellows are expected to be resident in 
Edinburgh throughout the tenure of their 
Fellowship and to play a full part in the 
activities of the Institute. The Institute will be 
pleased to help with finding suitable 
accommodation in Edinburgh but is unable to 
pay accommodation costs. The minimum 
tenure for a Fellowship is two months; 
applications for less than two months will not 
be considered. 
 
No regular teaching is required but Fellows 
will give at least one seminar at IASH on their 
current research work and may be asked to 
speak to an appropriate subject group within 
the College of Humanities and Social Science. 
 
The Institute is close to the University Library 
and within easy reach of the National Library 
of Scotland, the Central City Library, the 
National Galleries and Museums, the Library 
of the Society of Antiquaries in Scotland, the 
library of the Royal College of Physicians of 
Edinburgh, and the National Archives of 
Scotland. Access to both the extensive 
archival and online resources of all of these 
collections can be arranged for Fellows as 
appropriate. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Scenes from Polynesia 2014 

(Photo Credit: John Ryan) 
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Canadian Wetlands: People and 
Places 

 
By Rod Giblett 

 
www.press.uchicago.edu/ucp/books/book/dis

tributed/C/bo18073336.html 
 

Intellect Books: Cultural Studies of Natures, 
Landscapes and Environments Series 

 
In Canadian Wetlands, Rod Giblett reads the 
Canadian canon against the grain, critiquing 
its popular representation of wetlands and 
proposing alternatives by highlighting the 
work of recent and contemporary Canadian 
authors, such as Douglas Lochhead and Harry 
Thurston, and by entering into dialogue with 
American writers. The book will engender 
mutual respect between researchers for the 
contribution that different disciplinary 
approaches can and do make to the study and 
conservation of wetlands internationally. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Dancing with Disaster 
Environmental Histories, 

Narratives, and Ethics for Perilous 
Times 

 

By Kate Rigby 
 

http://books.upress.virginia.edu/title/4705 
 
University of Virginia Press: Under the Sign of 

Nature: Explorations in Ecocriticism Series 
 
The calamitous impacts of climate change that 
are beginning to be felt around the world 
today expose the inextricability of human and 
natural histories. Arguing for a more complex 
account of such calamities, Kate Rigby 
examines a variety of past disasters, from the 
Black Death of the Middle Ages to the mega-
hurricanes of the twenty-first century, 
revealing the dynamic interaction of diverse 
human and nonhuman factors in their 
causation, unfolding, and aftermath. 
 
Focusing on the link between the ways 
disasters are framed by the stories told about 
them and how people tend to respond to 
them in practice, Rigby also shows how works 

Members’ Achievements 
Publications, Conferences, Creative Works 
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of narrative fiction invite ethical reflection on 
human relations with one another, with our 
often unruly earthly environs, and with other 
species in the face of eco-catastrophe. In its 
investigation of an array of authors from the 
Romantic period to the present—including 
Heinrich von Kleist, Mary Shelley, Theodor 
Storm, Colin Thiele, and Alexis Wright— 
Dancing with Disaster demonstrates the 
importance of the environmental humanities 
in the development of more creative, 
compassionate, ecologically oriented, and 
socially just responses to the perils and 
possibilities of the Anthropocene. 
 
“Dancing with Disaster operates within what 
is, I believe, the most productive vein of 
contemporary environmental-theoretical 
thought and mines that vein significantly 
further in both theoretical and practical ways. 
It affiliates itself meaningfully with recent 
turns toward active matter, material feminist, 
and material ecocritical theory, and interprets 
a series of texts through a natural-cultural 
lens that not only yields a series of excellent 
close readings of diverse texts but also makes 
those readings innovative and instructive in a 
number of ways.” —Frederick Buell, CUNY 
Queens, author of From Apocalypse to Way of 
Life: Environmental Crisis in the American 
Century 
 
 

 
 

Climate Change Narratives in 
Australian Fiction 

 
By Deborah Jordan 

 
https://www.lap-

publishing.com/catalog/details//store/gb/boo
k/978-3-659-42976-7/climate-change-

narratives-in-australian-fiction 
 

LAP Lambert Academic Publishing 
 

Several major Australian novels about climate 
change imagine a warmed planet. This is a 
timely survey of these cautionary tales. There 
is also a long tradition of Australians, settlers 
and Indigenous people, writing about the land 
and the sea, and about how our climate 
shapes our communities and our future, and 
about how colonisation and industrialisation 
too often destroys our environment. This 
outline begins to locate, question and frame 
the insights of many past and present 
Australian authors about changing climatic 
conditions. 
 
 
 
 
 

Have you published a book, article, or 
creative work? Performed something or 

been part of an exhibition? 
 

We are keen to know about the 
achievements of ASLEC-ANZ members. 

 
Please send your updates to the 

newsletter editor, John Ryan: 
 

jryan9@our.ecu.edu.au 
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Jasmine Targett 
The Catchments Project 

http://thecatchmentsproject.com/ 
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Debbie Symons and Jasmine Targett 
The Catchments Project 

http://thecatchmentsproject.com/ 



 
 

 
 

Association for the Study of Literature, Environment & Culture – 
 Australia & New Zealand 

 
MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTION 
 
Membership fees: (GST included) 
 
 ASLEC-ANZ General Membership / 1 year $40 / 2 years $70 
 ASLEC-ANZ Student/Unwaged Membership / 1 year $25 / 2 years $40 
 
Payment can be made by using ASLEC-ANZ’s online accounts or by mailing a cheque or money 
order.  
 
Additional donations are welcome. 
 
Please keep a record of your deposit as an interim receipt. A receipt will be issued to you after your 
payment is received. 
 
 
ASLEC-ANZ MEMBERS WEB PAGE LISTING  
 
This information will be displayed for public access on the ASLEC-ANZ website members’ page. If 

you do not wish to be listed on the ASLEC-ANZ website please indicate by ticking the box below. 
 
  I do not wish to be listed on the ASLEC-ANZ website 
 
Name and title: ______________________________________________________ 
 
Affiliation and location: ________________________________________________ 
 
Interests:  ______________________________________________________ 
 
Photo: 
You’re very welcome to attach a photo for the website. Any file format is OK but please use a file 
that is not too big and not smaller than 100kb.  
 
 
 

Association for the Study of Literature, Environment & Culture – 
 Australia & New Zealand 

 



 
 

a) ONLINE PAYMENT  
 
 PLEASE ENTER YOUR FAMILY NAME UNDER THE TRANSACTION 

 DESCRIPTION  
 
 For Australia residents: 

  Please make your payments in Australian dollars to the following account and please 
  email this form to the ASLEC-ANZ Treasurer, Iris Ralph: iris.ralph@gmail.com.  
 

 Commonwealth Bank of Australia 
 BSB 062217 
 Account number 1044 2881 

 
 For New Zealand residents: 
  
  Please make your payments in New Zealand dollars to the following account, where 
  they will be monitored by Charles Dawson, Vice-President (NZ), and please  
  email this form to Charles Dawson: chas.dawson@gmail.com 
 

 Kiwibank 
 Account name: ASLEC-ANZ 
 Account number 38-9012-0054808-00 
 

 
b) PAYMENT BY CHEQUE OR MONEY ORDER 

 
 For Australian residents: 
 
  Please mail your payment with this form to: 
 
  Dr Victoria Team   
  ASLEC-ANZ Secretary  
  PO Box 8138 Burwood Heights 
  Victoria, Australia 3151 
 
 For New Zealand residents: 
 
  Please mail your payment with this form to: 
 
  Charles Dawson 
  ASLEC-ANZ, Vice President, New Zealand 
  24 Spencer Street, Crofton Downs 
  Wellington, New Zealand 6035   
Dr Iris Ralph 
ASLEC-ANZ Treasurer / iris.ralph@gmail.com 
 
Dr Victoria Team          
ASLEC-ANZ Secretary / victoria.team@monash.edu 

mailto:iris.ralph@gmail.com
mailto:chas.dawson@gmail.com
mailto:iris.ralph@gmail.com
mailto:victoria.team@monash.edu


The RMIT Gallery Board and the RMIT Gallery Director  
Suzanne Davies have great pleasure in inviting you to  
the opening of this exhibition

6.00–8.00 pm Thursday 26 March 2015

Opening address by Professor Calum Drummond  
Deputy Vice-Chancellor Research and Innovation  
and Vice-President, RMIT University

RSVP 03 9925 1717 / rmit.gallery@rmit.edu.au
EXHIBITION DATES 20 March – 30 May 2015

Japanese Art After Fukushima: Return of Godzilla is part 
of the  Art+Climate = Change 2015 festival celebrating and  
identifying Australian and international artists working with  
environmental ideas.

PUBLIC PROGRAMS 
Bookings essential 03 9925 1717 / rmit.gallery@rmit.edu.au

RMIT GALLERY Wednesday 25 March 12.30–1.30 pm / FREE
Linda Williams Climate change – a curator’s response.

DEAKIN EDGE, FEDERATION SQUARE, MELBOURNE 
Thursday 7 May: 6–8 pm, Public Forum / FREE

Who Speaks for the Earth? Energy, Politics and Art A free public forum 
on how climate change and environmental risks are represented from different 
positions in the arts, politics and in debates on nuclear energy.  
Chair: Assoc Prof Linda Williams (RMIT University); Dr Helen Caldicott (author 
and environmental activist); William L. Fox (Director Art+Environment, Nevada 
Museum of Art); Hon Prof Paul James (RMIT Globalism Research Centre); 
Prof Kate Rigby (Environmental Humanities, Monash University); and David 
Buckland (Cape Farewell, UK). 

An RMIT Gallery event in conjunction with the AEGIS Research Network.  
AEGIS is a network of artists and scholars focused on the question of how the 
arts and humanities can respond to natural history and the global problems of 
climate change and loss of biodiversity.

Image: Manabu Ikeda Untitled (detail). Courtesy Mizuma Art Gallery. Photo: Miyajima Kei

RMIT GALLERY 344 Swanston Street Melbourne 3000
Tel +61 3 9925 1717 / rmit.gallery@rmit.edu.au / www.rmit.edu.au/rmitgallery
Monday–Friday 11–5 / Wednesday 11–7 / Saturday 12–5 /  
Closed Sunday and public holidays Lift access / Free entry /  
Follow @RMIT Gallery on Twitter Like RMIT Gallery on Facebook
 

JAPANESE ART AFTER FUKUSHIMA:

RETURN OF GODZILLA

20 MARCH – 30 MAY 2015



09  and  10  October  2015 
at  BITS  Pilani  K.K.  Birla  Goa  Campus 

 

Contact  us  for  details: 
Coordinator  of  the  Conference 
A  305,  Department  of  Humanities  and  Social  Sciences 
BITS  Pilani,  K.K.  Birla  Goa  Campus 
Zuarinagar,  Goa  –  403726 
Phone  (Office):  08322580397;;  Mobile:  8975297188 
Email:  <ecocinemaconference@gmail.com>   

Concept  Note 
Whether   ecological   cinema   is   the   medium   of   cinema   which  
deals  with  ecological  themes  or  it  is  a  methodology  with  which  
one   can   look   at   any   cinema   from   an   ecological   perspective,  
ecocinema  has  gained  currency  in  the  academic  areas  of  eco-
criticism,   ecological   studies,   environmental   studies   and   eco-
media  studies.  However,   in  order   for   the  discipline  to  be   inte-
grated   into   pedagogy,   the   area   has   to   produce   more   works  
and  scholarship.  This  can  happen  only  if  the  medium  is  under-
stood  and  critiqued  along  with   the   theme  or   topic   that   it  nar-
rates.    
The  understanding  of  visuality  and  audiality   in  various  cases,  
become  crucial  in  the  appreciation  of  ecocinema  /  methodolo-
gy  of  ecocinema.  In  a  sense,  the  visuality  and  audiality  in  eco-
cinema  are  representations  with  immense  possibilities  of  inter-
pretations.   The   following   (but   not   limited   to)   are   such   sub-
areas   /   keywords   /   theoretical   frameworks   of   the   conference  
theme: 
x� Identity,  activism,  authenticity,  reality,    aesthetics,  materiali-

ty,   figurations,      symbols,  metonyms,   and   analogues,   envi-
ronmental  justice  in  ecocinema. 

x� Ecocinema   as   philosophical,   ecopolitical,   propagandistic,  
transformational,  pedagogy,   

x� Trashed  visuality  &  audiality 
x� Ecocinema  as  a  genre   
x� Ecocultural   ethics,   global   water   crisis,   land   crisis,   tourism  

and  ecocinema 

Call  for  Papers 
Abstracts  not   exceeding  100  words   should  be  copied   to   the  
filled   in   pre-registration   form   (only   on  M.S.   word   document)  
and  emailed  to  :  
<ecocinemaconference@gmail.com> 
for   acceptance   on   or   before  15  May   2015.   The   contributors  
will  be  informed  of  the  acceptance  of  the  abstract  by  15  June  
2015.  Full  papers,  not  exceeding   twelve  pages  and   typed   in  
single  space  in  A4  following  MLA  style  sheet,  should  be  sub-
mitted  by  15  September  2015.  Please  note   that  a  maximum  
of   50   papers  will   be   selected   for   presentation.   Selected   pa-
pers  will  be  published  in  the  form  of  a  book,  preferably  with  an  
International  publisher 

Deadlines

 
The  Conference  is  organized  as  part  of  the   

“  tiNai  Ecofilm  Festival  2015  ” 

Abstract  Submission :15  May  2015 

Abstract  Acceptance   
Intimation 

:15  June  2015 

Last  date  of  Registration  as  
Delegate 

:15  August  2015 

Submission  of  the  complete  
paper 

:15  September  2015 

Conference  presentation :  9,10  October  2015 

Registration     

All   delegates  will   be   provided  with  working   lunch   and   tea   on  
the  two  days  of  the  conference.  A  conference-kit  will  be  given  
to  them  on  the  first  day  of  the  conference.  The  Institute  regrets  
that   it  cannot  offer  TA  and  DA  .  Log  on  to  our  website  for  re-
cent  updates  of  the  conference 

http://www.teff.in/ecocinema-conference/ 

Employees  Category:    
Rs.  4000   
(with  accommodation)  
Rs.  3000   
(without  accommodation)  

Research  Scholars:    
Rs.3000 
(with  accommodation)  
Rs.2000   
(without  accommodation) 

Mode  of  Payment 
Payment  shall  be  by  cheque  in  favour  of    
“The  Director,  BITS  Pilani,  K  K  Birla  Goa  Campus”  
or  through  online  money  transfer.  If  you  wish  to  pay  the  dele-
gate  fee  through  NEFT. 


